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(A= iE /Nl ) (Little Oxford English Dictionary, WiFR LOD), (4
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The Pocket Oxford English Dictionary provides up-to-date and accessible
information on the core vocabulary of today’s English. It focuses on clear
explanations of meaning and gives help with aspects of words which often cause
difficulty, especially spelling, pronunciation, grammar, and usage.

The Pocket is based on the latest research from Oxford Dictionaries. We run
the largest research programme in the world, which constantly monitors English of
all types. Our primary source for new and revised material is the Oxford English
Corpus, a dynamic database of more than two billion words which we can analyse
to get a detailed picture of 21st-century English from around the world.

For this edition we have added more than a hundred new entries, including
words such as app, cloud computing, cybersecurity, defriend, hashtag, phone
hacking, stress test, and textspeak. Around a hundred existing entries now have new
senses: familiar, established words such as favourite, friend, link, mobile, poster,
shortcut, tag, and virtual now have additional meanings related to computing, the
Internet, and mobile technology.

Consulting a beok can still be the quickest and most convenient way of finding
the word you want, as well as being an enjoyable method of browsing in its own
right. But to explore the language further try Oxford Dictionary Online. This free
site is updated regularly and allows you to search our largest dictionary of current
English. It also offers information on usage, grammar, and writing, our Word of
the Day, a language blog, and more. The subscription-based Oxford Dictionaries
Pro features fully searchable dictionaries and thesauruses, audio pronunciations,
millions of example sentences, and specialist language reference resources. Find
Oxford Dictionaries Online at www.oxforddictionaries.com.
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A RhE S A ) $RHS RSB RO AL R RIS B, #) T
UM S8, BB A, A BURDES . K. Ik RIE LA
B,

(- ahe2 B R ) KIEF AR RN B AR RRE . BllizirH i
FEBKRBESHREBE, FAEHEYIRE—VIRIER, FH T
REITAEFEZR T4 EBRIEEFE (Oxford English Corpus), i 4 #iX
MLEIE 20 1L sh S8R ZE, FAIFRFLAZ2E) 21 LK EIIF R EE,

AWk R B I —A KK, . app (FHREF), cloud computing (=
it5), cybersecurity (BIZ%4), defriend ($--- MEFAHIFRMER: *F---BUH
*i¥), hashtag (hiF@), phone hacking (HLIELIH ), stress test (Ml
i), textspeak (FAfEH) . PR -ARLEARAFBYE T 5HHEN. K
Fe M FNFE shH R AH L HIET LT, 4. favourite (W), friend (-~ A &F
K), link (B3XCA5EHE), mobile ({E¥%HI; B ), poster (KA ),
shortcut (BREFH ), tag (bri&), virtual (BT ; @i K2 Ek) &,

M A5 w2 () TR 80 AN 2k 4 de B i 75 2, i B BT 5 XA By o L
., Ait, HFHRERES 28, FlRELiAR YT K, ZW %%,
EMEF. RERTERS BRI NREFE AR, LEREIEM. &
. BEER, MR “BH—W". EEMEFEETNSE. ITRRFE W
%kt (Oxford Dictionaries Pro) $ it £ #fin] #h & X%, K HFHH, K
DBt EaGIHE, DIREFVIESSHERE. 4BeELinfmal:. www.

oxforddictionaries.com,



A short history of Oxford
dictionaries

4318 LTS 5B

..................................................................................................................................................................................

Oxford is famous for the Oxford English Dictionary (OED), which has been the
last word on words for more than a century. It is the largest dictionary of English,
covering the history of the language, and aiming to include all vocabulary from the
start of the Early Middle English period (AD 1150) onward, along with earlier Old
English words that have remained in use.

HHLL CRERIEE ) (OED) M4, —4~2Haglok, (s i)
—HEMREIE IR ER, BRSEKEKAIERM, MERIBENHE, §

g i,
The OED was originally issued in instalments (called ‘fascicles’ ) between
1884 and 1928. A second edition was published in 1989 and is currently available in

print as twenty volumes. A full revision of the whole dictionary is under way, and the
current text may be accessed online at www.oed.com.

CHEiEin ) Bpdao e (BFRA—A “94%7), H 1884 4
£ 1928 #EphgE . B AT 1989 E([alttt, HATA 20 HENRIAENfT, R
w2l TEEERTH, Y87 XA 85 www.oed.com fEL2 1),

The project was originally planned by the Philological Society of London, who
decided in 1857 that existing English language dictionaries were unsatisfactory
and called for a complete re-examination of the language from Anglo-Saxon times
onward. In 1879 the Society made an agreement with Oxford University Press to
begin work on a New English Dictionary (which later became the Oxford English
Dictionary), and Scottish schoolmaster James Murray was recruited as editor.

AT H IS HKIE AR H R, 1857 4F, (R A N A AN S 1 1]
AN, SR B — S A AR UARR A 518 B T — IR 2 m I,
18794, Fa BB FHBELZITIY, Ba) Ghrifini) (JaELA ¢
A RiR A )) AR TAE, BSIEIn& 22 rh = B0m A - BB 4.

This new dictionary was planned as a four-volume, 6,400-page work, and it was
estimated that the task would be finished in approximately ten years. Five years later,
when Murray and his colleagues had reached only as far as the word ‘ant’, they
realized it was time to reconsider their schedule. It is not surprising that the project
was taking longer than anticipated. Not only is the English language formidably
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complicated, but it also never stops evolving. Murray and his staff had to keep track
of new words and new meanings of existing words at the same time that they were
trying to examine the previous seven centuries of the language’s development.

TR, X EFTE sy A, Hhit 6,400 51, FitE LHEETELE
fo. TR, BREMEFNUN IS F ant X406, &SRB L EH%
JEERERHE T, THRER B U, AR AH, RiEXTESHAER, W
HBEAWIEIE, BB AE SRR T2 R R 5L H 4 [ 3EIE 0 & A
€, [Eli BB ERFT RN RE A Rl AT

The great OED, however, is not the only Oxford dictionary. In 1906, when
work on the OED had reached the letter M, Humphrey Milford of Oxford
University Press drew up a plan for two small dictionaries which would draw on the
riches of the incomplete historical work.

A, CFESEWY X E I EME—r 4 EiR g, 1906 4, (A4
JAB ALY TH SRR M 3k, AErR S R E 3R - KRR EILE
TP/ SR Rl LRI, GRS T AT CAFI R i R 58 TR X B o e 3
HIFE N,

The first was the Concise Oxford Dictionary, compiled by Henry Watson
Fowler and his brother Frank from their cottage on the island of Guernsey in the
English Channel. The first edition was published in 1911, priced at three shillings
and six pence and containing 1,041 pages of dictionary text and around 38,000
headwords. The new dictionary was warmly received: a review of the time called
the book ‘a marvel of condensauon, achieved by skilful hands’, while another
asserted that it was ‘the best small dictionary extant’, being ‘literally without a
rival’.

B CRERREEY, hFR - Rk - R s b L sk R
— N ZIE A B A 35 ek ARV 5 E— BB, 3 RRERR T 1911 4R,
EHT 3 4 6 (L, TRIMIESC 1,041 BT, iAH 38,000 N, X EH RS
RTINS —RBIFRIY “WR4EAE, DFER”, BF B
WiE et “BARIFH/NA, "TLLRERXTE,

The Concise went on to become one of the most famous and successful English
dictionaries in the world. For the eleventh edition (2004) its title was changed to the
Concise Oxford English Dictionary. The twelfth, centenary edition was published in
2011: it contains 1,682 pages of dictionary text and 66,500 headwords.

CHEEf ALY faokbt & 2BkEmsa . BoR I SiEiRiL 25, B 2004
FH G, B4A8ChH CRERHEIEY, 2011 4, 5 12k, FRENE4E
2ok bR . 1RIBRIE 3L 1,682 1T, A H 66,500 4~

The second member of the range of small dictionaries to appear was the Poch -t

Oxford Dictionary, also edited by the Fowler brothers, which first came out in 1924
and is now in this, its eleventh edition.
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/N IR S AR R (RS ), U hARRN A,
1924 SEENfT. (REEwhE2iadL) BardRE| s 11 Ak,
The Oxford range now stretches from the two-volume historical Shorter OED,

which was first published in 1933, to the tiny Oxford English Mini Dictionary
(first edition 1981). In 1998 a completely new title appeared: a single-volume

dictionary larger than the Concise. The rapid rise of digital technology meant that
literally millions of words of real text could now be processed and analysed in a
matter of seconds. Access to large databases of language and new ways of looking
at the English language led to the production of a new dictionary, the New Oxford
Dictionary of English. Now called simply the Oxford Dictionary of English and in
its third edition (2010), it is the main source from which the current Oxford range is
derived.

A A d H AR 1933 F RV R B A (A4-HE R gR 15 a4 ,
/E 1981 FEFRREVMAA (A IRIEIE ALY, m2ire. 19984, A—
HeFmpia Rttt SoEA, HEKT (aRinEs), BriRprEe,
Bk B IR B Z AT AT T EH AN AL XA WL, ARMIESHK
Ve EERETHISIE B 8 B W 2 T, — Al 1, Xk Gt
Y, BU7E, CHi4-HiEii) ARl (HREIERR) |, 28
MREF =hR (2010), E&2a74-E3 R 51 MR EZRIE,

Oxford dictionaries are now compiled and updated on a database accessible
over the Internet from anywhere in the world, and they may be consulted either
online or as print books. Drawing on the evidence of language use provided by
the two-billion-word Oxford English Corpus and the Oxford Reading Programme,
editors are able to write definitions that are as clear, accurate, and up to date as
possible, ensuring that Oxford’s texts remain the world’s most trusted dictionaries.

HAT, A A0 9 S R0 SE B IR O — A B Bk AT, AR ST (a3t 5 30
Al LA i PR B U (R X A B0 e . - el SEBE o LATE SR A, th o] LABH B 4%
. 158) 20 (LA BL R - SR TR R AN e i R L 9iE = HEAIE
i, ZmiRMIRER S S ATRETAIN . MR, WARATEMEES, FE4HER
it 5 552 £ 300 1) S B O B 07

VixEiagmhiE 45 OED UM, EEX 2. — Wik



Guide to the use of the
dictionary

A= SL{E HiEm

..................................................................................................................................................................................

1. STRUCTURE OF ENTRIES &£ B 443

The Pocket Oxford English Dictionary is designed to be as easy to use as
possible. Here is an explanation of the main types of information that you will find
in the dictionary. {4-FH#E2 KiEiAM) RS BEIRERATreE T#EM. LT
e 1A S e AR L2 3 245 B A TERYBERA,

I—IeadwordY A
18] H i) bathe /be1d/ -v. (bathes, bathing, bathed) (inflections)

1 wash by immersing the body in water A X
(45--- )k 2 Brit. [%] take a swim ik 3 (BEHrEfE)
soak or w1pe gently with llquld to clean or

« Introduces new  soothe & i«in. iBrit :[#) a swim ##%k  Regional label

part of speech  — perivaTIVES JR2:17 bather n. (show.ing where
5 | tHFrialtE — ORIGIN 1## Old English. word is used)
3R (b
V] 15 (3 F b3k )

§ T e

apogee /'‘padsi/ +n. 1 the highest point TR
B 2L T0ME . His creative activity reached
its apogee in 1910. fbiIEI1EIEZ) T 19104

..........................................................................

Sense number k% TIhilé, i2ithe point in the orbit of the

MG moon or a satellite at which it is furthest

from the earth wtih S (HERSAE T EHLE
b S b ER AR B )

— ORIGIN 1#]{i from Greek apogaion diastema,
‘distance away from earth’.
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B m—

or word class

L] ] 2K

Example of
use (taken
from real
evidence)

A% B E (B B
LR

B T T T T

number (shows
different word
with the same
spelling)

[ S S inl4 5
(Frnbt 5
it i8] AN fR] )

buck’ /bak/ +n. 1 the male of some
animals, e.g. deer and rabbits ZEtE:zh4(an

HE . 2% %) 2 a vertical jump performed

X1 a fashionable young man #£4E22 ;44
#51-5 «v. 1 (of a horse) perform a buck
(%)= H ke 2 go against #&HL; K3t : The

-3 Shares bucked the market trend. X 25Hg =

Usage label
(showing how
word is used)

MR E (FR1A

ol )

Wit F1%5. 3 (buck up or buck SOMEONE - wrwwwwwessssssssssinicsnnnenas

up) informal [4EIEX] become or make

someone more cheerful ({#)¥RaF; ()T

Fih
— orRIGIN 1#J#i Old English.

buck? /bak/ «n. N. Amer. & Austral./NZ informal

(AL EFn® /%7, 4E1EX] a dollar (—)iC

centralize /'sentrolaiz/ (or centralise)
«v. (centralizes, centralizing, centralized)
bring under the control of a central

authority {40 T R T ; I

reeveeeeneneen 3o — DERIVATIVES k42 17] centralism n. centralist

Derivative
(in alphabetical
order)

IR A ia] ($ 5B}
Wi F-4EZ1])

n. & adj. centralization n.

------------------------------------------

him /him/ epron. (third pe‘rgon sing.) used as
the object of a verb or preposition to refer
to a male person or animal previously
mentioned f(FA{EB) AT iA=IE)

— orRIGIN 1#]#i Old English.

Cross reference :

to another
word in the
dictionary (in
bold small
capitals)

Z LA g 55—
inl & (L A/
KEHIR)

\
die® /dar/ «n. 1 sing. of pice 4 il dice i

moulding metal or for stamping a design
on to coins or medals BLA ; ML H 4

Typical pattern
(in bold)

YRR (R
hror)

Alternative

spelling of
headword

ia] B i#]@Y % —Fb
Bk

.........................................

Grammatical
information (in
round brackets)

igE R (HE
#E5horR)

Plural form

k6,50
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s 3 — PHRASES 1S the die is cast an event has

Phrases and
expressions

s RS

..........................................

Spelling note
5 3CT 103

o
i

happened that cannot be changed A &

fEERER
— orIGIN @& Old French de.

broccoli /'brokali/ «n. a vegetable with
heads of small green or purplish flower

buds ?E%’a‘ﬁgﬂiﬁﬁ‘é;ﬁﬁ?z

— ORIGIN 1] Italian.

Spe]l t;roccoh with a double ¢ and
one 1. broccoli B BN E ¢ (BRfH—

T L

defuse /di:'fju:z/ -v. (defuses, defusing,
defused) 1 make a situation less tense
or dangerous Z&f1;F & 2 remove the
fuse from an explosive device in order to
prevent it from exploding 7 BR(4# £ 3 &)
msIfE

Don’t confuse defuse and diffuse.
Defuse means ‘make a situation less
tense or dangerous’, while diffuse
means ‘spread over a wide area’
(technologies diffuse rapidly). A %
{7 defuse I diffuse. A& & Ah“(#
1 ULk F0”, 1 diffuse & 4“ & A, 9
" (40 technologies diffuse rapidly
AR ZHEIT oK)
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Y Alternative
grizzly /'grizli/ «n. (also 7-fE grizzly bear)  term for the
(pl. grizzlies) a large variety of American  headword

brown bear often having white-tipped fur il H iff9

#x HE B FR
e e o)1 (¢ 178 from GRIZZLED.
bt USAGE RIEMH:
(etymology) ' s .
18 (A ) On the confusion of grizzly and

grisly, see the note at grisLy. X T
grizzly 5 grisly BI9HT, 2 W grisly &
AR,

2. HEADWORD AND ALTERNATIVE SPELLINGS i7 B
i H At %

The headword is the first word in each entry (a separate section of the
dictionary that deals with a particular word) and is printed in bold (dark) type, e.g.
score. Although there is only one way that most words can be spelled, sometimes

you can use other spellings (called variants) which are also acceptable. Such
spellings are given after the headword, e.g. adaptor (also adapter), or before a
particular sense if the alternative spelling only applies to that sense. In all such
cases the spelling given as the headword is the one that most people use. The label
US shows spellings that are used in American English, e.g. colour (US color) . ii]
E iﬂ%"’l‘iﬁl% (Bpis] gt rh H T B e € B s U ML 5 B ) AU —AV 3

, JHHL (BR) #boR, 40 score, JRE AR HiA RA —Frbfk, [HIE/RM
%{Eﬁﬂ;&f&TuE%H’JH& (FRATE), XEPEERR I ZESTH,
adaptor (also J{F adapter) ; X FREFEFUER T34 X0, W& & T4
YIET, TRAFMELT, &HEEAKRZHEANERRBESEX. % US
1R Rizdid AR EEIE[H, 40 colour (US [3£] color),

Where a verb can be spelled with either an -ize or -ise at the end, the two
spellings are given in the following way: apologize (or apologise), to show that
you can use either spelling. The spelling -ise is largely restricted to British English,
while -ize is found in American writing and in English in other parts of the world,
although it is used in British English as well. 24—z} id]ia] 2Bk r[ HFE -ize ]
PEHE -ise b, & Znitbrss: apologize (or apologise), UL mPaFhti: ol T
WEH—, -ise XFPPHE T ER T REREHEM, M -ize BAMH T REKIE,
(B2 T XEFRIEMF b ERERKE,

Words that are different in meaning but spelled the same way (called
homographs) are given small numbers to distinguish them (e.g. buck’, meaning ‘the
male of an animal such as a deer’ and buck’, meaning ‘a dollar’). & Y A [F{EBEE
FR R IR (FR A B 8 XGR ) & _EFRF-S LR 47 (40 buck' B4 “HEtkZ)
#”, buck’ &H“ (—) L"),
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3. FORMS OF NOUNS AND VERBS ZiAfizhiafi T
ER

Plurals of nouns Zi78 ¥

You can form the plurals of most nouns by adding -s, or -es when they end

in -s, -x, -z, -sh, or -ch (as in church). These kinds of plurals are not shown in the
dictionary. 24 £ islLL -s. -x. -z -sh 8¢ -ch (#n church) &5 2R, 7Eia 2N -s K -es
Bl E B . X ST BOE AR R T 7 .

Irregular and difficult plural forms are shown, for example: fly (pl. flies), foot

(pl. feet). ANERMIFNEHERY B B TFLAFIH, Eedn: fly — flies, foot — feet,
Verbs zfiq]

Most verbs change their form (inflect) by adding -s, -ing, and -ed to the
infinitive (the basic unchanged part of a verb), e.g. jump — jumps, jumping,
jumped. Most verbs ending in -e add -s, -ing (dropping the -e) and -4, e.g.
bake — bakes, baking, baked. Neither of these two patterns of verb forms is
shown in the dictionary. X % ) ia] 1y R 28 {2 7E 3 i8] L s hn -s , -ing Fi -ed,
540 jump — jumps, jumping, jumped, K ZE LA -e &R E M -s, Fid -e
fn -ing, #1-d, Bil#n bake — bakes, baking, baked, X #Fhzhia] i JE 28 {L7E
£ T S g TR

Irregular and difficult verb forms are shown, for example: sing (sings, singing,
sang; past part. sung), bat (bats, batting, batted). A~&{ I Fn4e 4 /) zh ia] Ji| $7 2
IR TFTLAFIH, filZn: sing (sings, singing, sang; past part. sung), bat (bats,
batting, batted),

Adjectives JE & i)

Adjectives have three different forms that express the level or intensity of
a particular quality. The basic level is called the positive, e.g. sweet; the level
expressing more of a quality is called the comparative, e.g. sweeter; and the level
expressing the most of a quality is called the superlative, e.g. sweetest. Most
adjectives form their comparatives and superlatives in the following regular ways,
and these are not shown in the dictionary. FE & 1A A — A KT X E MM
BENERE, RABRERARR, sweet; BEEHR -PHRALLBE, 4
sweeter; B ERARBE, 0 sweetest, K £ ¥ 2 174 B L &k
R AN, TR, XEREARFER PR THIH

e words of one syllable adding -er and -est, e.g. great — greater, greatest .

BT iahn -er F1 -est, 4N great — greater, greatest

e words of one syllable ending in silent (unspoken) -e, which drop the -e and
add -er and -est, e.g. brave — braver, bravest i )2 -e 4~ & & B335 1714
Z:44 -e BN -er Fil -est, &Il brave — braver, bravest

e words which form the comparative and superlative by adding ‘more’ and



‘most’ Il more Fl most ¥4 i LA R N B e 2%

In all other cases the forms are shown in the dictionary. ¥ T HAtb {50, Aid
HURE2E HH AR L IE

4. HYPHENATION ZEZE4F

Although standard spelling in English is fixed, the use of hyphens is not. There
are a few general rules that you should follow, and these are outlined below. SR 4%
IERbREDE S R B ER), (LEFRERAAR. A LSRN N iZHEE,
RS,

Noun compounds % i3 & & if : there are no set rules as to whether you
should write a compound (a word such as airstream) as one word, two words, or
with a hyphen (unless the hyphen is used to show the word’s grammatical function—
see the next section): airstream, air stream, and air-stream are all acceptable.
However, in modern English, people are tending to use hyphens less than before,
and are writing compounds either as one word (airstream) or two words (air raid)
rather than with a hyphen. While you will find one-word and two-word compounds
in both British and American English, there is a general preference to write
compounds as two words in British English and as one word in American English.
B AR (40 airstream) B 5 R — A B0 BIASBLR, SUNEFHFBE (T
FF K B s s m B B L D RERT BR AN, W), X B ZHIN: airstream,
air stream F/l air-stream £ & o] LA#ER R, A, AR\, ATHERM
[a] T EFFFRIEH, 5 A1 5 i —4~ 814 (airstream ) 5 4~ 5L 1d] (air
raid) , WA ARSI A IE SR, BARERIEMEEREHEA 4
SRR A B Y S A ], (H S E S TR A TS B A ], EE R
M — A~ B3],

To save space and avoid confusion, we give only one of the three possible
forms—whichever is the standard British one—in the dictionary. This does not,
however, mean that other forms are incorrect or not used. & T 114 Bbg . B &
BRARLEL, A< i) 8l L4 H =P rl e T A Y —Fob bt 3 B S o Bt RO
Mo (HX AR HMIE AT IR, ST,

Grammatical information i57%{5& : hyphens are also used to show a word’s
grammatical function. When a noun compound made up of two separate words

(e.g. credit card) is placed before another noun, the rule is that the compound has a
hyphen, so you should write credit-card debt but I used my credit card. You will see
this in example sentences in the dictionary but it is not otherwise mentioned in the
dictionary entries. J& 0 H T2 /m BUalfIE S ThRE. 24 R4S b7 B inlH Bk
[y 44 18l & & in] (40 credit card) & T- % —&ialaily, | A&WWETFHBS, B
LA S B, credit-card debt F1 I used my credit card, {FA4sia] #@)lEh el LAE
X FEOL, (BRI SRPHASTR K.



