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It is said that in ancient times, the Dragon King (the god of rain and water)
lived in the Qiantang River. He was fiery-tempered and brutal. His men,

shrimp soldiers and crab generals, were all tyrant and evil.
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The Dragon King, as he liked, rose and moved away the tides irregularly
with very different volume, and no one else could get any message
beforehand on when and how much volume to expect the tide. Therefore
very often the crops on the river banks were flooded and the houses were

swept away. Everybody hated the Dragon King.
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At that time, the people who lived by the river were all very poor. There was
a fisherman living in a small boat with his wife and his five-year-old son

Liuhe,
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Little Liuhe had thick eyebrows and big eyes. He was clever and cute. He
was born by the river and had grown up there. He could swim and catch fish.
He ran very fast on the sandy beach with bare feet. The couple loved their

son very much and little Liuhe respected his parents.
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One day, the fisherman went fishing in his boat. Suddenly a tide flooded and

its violent wave overturned the small boat. Liuhe’s father was drowned.
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Liuhe and his mother wept bitterly hugging each other all day. Seeing that
the widow and her fatherless child had no place to stay, their neighbours

helped them move to a shabby temple on the hillock by the river.
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