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Preface

It is an established fact that reading practice is effective in im-
proving one’s proficiency in a foreign language. Thus, for stu-
dents of Chinese as a foreign language, learning how to read
Chinese is essential to the process of becoming familiar with
Chinese words. To become effectively literate, students need to
have a command of about 3000 to 5000 Chinese words. Howev-
er, mastering such a large amount of Chinese vocabulary can be
quite a significant burden. But, as I have seen, students are ea-
ger to read Chinese even with a limited knowledge of vocabu-
lary. I once taught in the Chinese Department of Venice Universi-
ty and found that the students needed simple Chinese materials to
improve their reading ability. This series, Graded Chinese Read-
ers, is made up of such simple reading materials which have been
specifically designed for students of Chinese as a foreign lan-
guage to help them improve their reading comprehension. These

materials can be useful both inside and outside of the classroom.

Readability and language practicability are characteristics of the
simplified stories in this series, based on contemporary Chinese

novels, some of which are prize-winning literary works. The sto-
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ries describe Chinese people’s lives and the various social changes
that have occurred since the 1980s in China. By reading these lit-
erary works, students of Chinese as a foreign language can gain a
better knowledge of the everyday lives of the Chinese people. In
order to help readers have better comprehension of these works,
each story has a “Guide to reading” which appears before the
main text. Questions based on the texts and brief introductions of

the authors are also included following the stories.

The series has already published Graded Chinese Reader 500 Words,
Graded Chinese Reader 1000 Words, Graded Chinese Reader 1500
Words, Graded Chinese Reader 2000 Words, Graded Chinese Reader
2500 Words, and Graded Chinese Reader 3000 Words. In Graded
Chinese Reader 1000 Words, six stories reflecting Chinese people’s
current lives have been selected from a range of contemporary stories
written by celebrated authors, such as Chen Zhongshi, Zhang Jie and
etc. The vocabulary is limited to about 1000 common Chinese words,
which are mainly based on the 1200 Chinese words listed in the

Chinese Proficiency Test Syllabus Level 4 (2010).

To satisfy readers’ needs better, the compilers have adopted the fol-
lowing strategies: 1. In each story, words outside of these above
mentioned categories, such as more advanced words, proper nouns,

idioms, and complex sentence structures, are explained in notes on



the side of each page along with some examples. 2. The most com-
mon words appear frequently in the text so that students can mem-
orize them more efficiently. 3. The sentences are reasonably short,
sentence structures are complete, complex sentences are avoided. 4.
Pinyin is used so that students can easily master each word’s pro-
nunciation and be able to look each character up in a dictionary. 5.
Each story has its own notes so that readers may choose whichev-
er story they wish to read without having to refer to other stories’
notes. 6. In order to improve students’ listening comprehension,
CDs in MP3 format are provided. 7. A pinyin-invisible card is de-
signed specially for those who wish to read only the characters. 8.
In addition, the stories are all illustrated with pictures, which will
help students better understand the plot of each story. The main
goal of the Graded Chinese Readers is to reduce the difficulty of
Chinese reading for students.

During the compiling of this series, I have received help and sup-
port from many people and organizations. I would like to take
this opportunity to thank the College of Foreign Languages of
Southwest Jiaotong University and my publisher Sinolingua for
their helpful support, Professor Abbiati Magda of the Chinese
Department of Venice University for all the valuable ideas she
gave me when I was preparing the series, all of the Chinese con-

temporary writers for their permission to adapt their works in the

Vi
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book, Fu Mei, Director of the Editorial Department and my ed-
itor Lu Yu, of Sinolingua, for their constructive suggestions and
sincere help, my friends Peter Moon and Pat Burrows for their
suggestions. I would also like to thank my readers and all of the
many people who helped me, directly or indirectly, in the devel-

opment of this series.

[ sincerely welcome constructive criticism and helpful suggestions
from both our esteemed colleagues and, of course, students of the
Chinese language. We hope that this series, Graded Chinese Read-
ers, will be helpful to all CFL students and readers.

The author can be contacted at: shiji0612@126.com.
Shi Ji
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This story was written by Chen Zhongshi (% & 3£),
a famous contemporary writer. It tells that at a beautiful
night two friends are sitting by a river enjoying the quiet
night in the countryside. However, their perspectives are
quite different because of their different lifestyles and back-
grounds. The narrator, I, lives in the countryside while he
only comes to the countryside to work for a short time. I am
sincere and simple, and feels that life is hard in the coun-
tryside. He seems impractical and hypocritical, and feels
life in the countryside is poetic. He, from the city, sees
only the quietness, fresh air and fresh fruits in the coun-
tryside, and regrets that his granddaughter cannot have all
these. It seems that he is tired of the noise and pollution of
city life. However, during their conversation he does not
seem to either notice, or care, that his friend has difficulty
in supporting his family in the countryside. The question is
whether he is really tired of city life or not. From his words,

what he cares for is his own life, his granddaughter, and his
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high position. That is why I feel a sense of loss during the
conversation. The story reflects the gap between country-
side and urban life. City people only see the quiet life, the
fresh fruits and fresh air in the countryside, but they are not
concerned about the hard life there. What they want is to

spend time in the countryside just for a change.



