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PREAMBLE

Henan, located in the Central Plains of China, is the most important cradle of the Chinese
nation and Chinese civilization. Ancient civilization was born over the long history; splendid culture
bears evidence of miracles in the human world. Abundant cultural relics in Henan are physical
embodiments of the Huaxia (Chinese) nation, as well as precious cultural heritage of humankind.

The exhibition, centering on the theme “Origin of Chinese Civilization” , showcases the
making of Chinese civilization and its history of diversified development in terms of politics, economy,
culture, etc. It collects over 145 pieces/sets of cultural relics unearthed in Henan, dating from 21st
century BCE to 12th century CE; grouped under two categories i.e. “Formation of an Empire” and

“Craftsmanship and Skills” , they present a full picture of the development of Chinese civilization

and highlight the splendid achievements made by our ancestors on the Central Plains.
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PART 1

FORMATION OF AN EMPIRE




