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Charity, Communication and Groups Sharing a Common
Destiny for Mankind

Konkuk Unwversity Kang Yung-Kye

The ethical attitude we take toward us as human beings here and now in this very
complex and confused contemporary society depends on the way we look at and think a-
bout them, on how we understand the nature and essence we bear to them. Underlying
and supporting our point of view is a certain kind of cognition system that certificates a
particular world view on the ethical nature and essence of mankind. Even if we may dis-
cuss this theme “Charity, communication and groups sharing a common destiny for man-
kind” along grand discourse, it is not legitimate to discuss this theme only on the ground
of the so-called classical ethical theories.

Now to discuss, argue, rehabilitate and to make valuable, worthful and meaningful
this theme along petit discourse which accompanies with it grand discourse as its refer-
ence material, we have to recourse always to contemporary applied ethics (situation eth-
ics, occupation ethics, bioethics, medical ethics, environmental ethics. .. ), because
we now see that only if theory and praxis are investigated as fused and amalgamated,
then they could resolve our problems without great difficulties and could arrive at an end
which is not absolute, but relatively worthful, valuable and hopeful for mankind. Our
culture and civilization show and teach us that not only birth, becoming old, disease and
death but also rich, money, honor, wealth and glory belong to suffering, distress and
agony which are not permanent but instantaneous. These opinions are viewed in the light
of an abstract philosophical and ethical standpoint. Now if we investigate our theme in
the light of a vivid concrete social ( political, economical and environmental ) point of
view, we can face the most important and emergent problems of mankind any place and

any time on this earth; war, disease, poverty, contamination and pollution, inequality,
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hatred, cruelty and meaningless death govern mankind.

Il

In this place, only if we can find a little bright exit from our dilemma, then we can
appreciate the worthful meaning of charity, communication and groups of sharing com-
mon destiny for mankind. What is a little bright exit from our dilemma? What is the
foundation of that exit? Is it Belief or Will? B. Russel said in one book of his “the
foundation of knowledge is belief. ” This belief means not only religious belief but also
all kinds of beliefs in our mind that realize all our actions and deeds in this real society
and world. Good Belief or Will is seen as embodying morally worthful our forms of con-
duct and personal character structures in which the attitude of respect for mankind is in
reality manifested.

Including existentialists and New Marxists Marx’s outlook on the modern human be-
ing has one important component: alienation of humanity ( personality) of the human
being ( mankind). What are the main sources of such alienation of humanity? Now eve-
ryone sees exactly the main sources: contemporary culture and civilization, one dimen-
sional man and society ( Marcuse ), quantification of all beings ( Heidegger), class
struggle ( Marx ), sickness to death ( Kierkegaard), little man without will to power
(Nietzsche ). Until now many thinkers and philosophers have proposed a great number
of answers which resolved to some degree our dilemma: alienation of humanity. But now
I ask myself; What is the most important and morally valuable action which can embody

and realize justice and peace that are the highest end of our lives?

I

Before turning to an account of the above mentioned most important and morally
valuable human conduct, it would be convenient here to set forth briefly the meaning of
justice. We know justice of Plato which includes unites and harmonizes wisdom, cour-
age and moderation. We know also justice as fairness of John Rawls who accentuates in
his Theory of Justice distributive justice, the basic rights and liberties, primary goods of

citizens, democratic equality, the principle of fair equality of opportunity and the differ-
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ence principle. Now why do we argue and discuss about “Charity, communication and
etc. 7?7 Because we hope, expect and want societies, nations and world where justice as
the comprehensive articles of virtue, can be embodied and realized by our morally posi-
tive conduct.

What kind of human conduct can embody social justice which can gradually over-
come alienation of humanity (the loss personality ) ? We can suppose many articles of
virtues to overcome our dilemma that we can nominate as alienation of humanity, one di-
mensional man or automatic marionette. Already many philosophers proposed many
means to solve such adilemma: dialectical discussion and communication ( Socrates and
Plato) , reasonable thinking ( Aristotle) , conduct along the moral-law (Kant) , generos-
ity and tolerance ( Spinoza). Besides these some great thinkers have also proposed some
important articles of virtues; love, enlightment, benevolence. But to overcome misery
(unhappiness or infelicity) of mankind we have to depend on some concrete means such
as charity and communication without which no groups sharing a common destiny for

mankind is possible to exist in this world.

\Y

What would justify acceptance of charity and communication-centered system of so-
cial-ethical principles about justice which is the ultimate end of charity and communica-
tion? I dare say that existence of groups sharing a common destiny for mankind could
justify such acceptance, because human being is according to his destiny (or fate) a so-
cial existence who has to live and conduct in a community of human beings. Therefore
human being is necessarily a social and political animal that must live together construc-
ting community wherein he can give alms to the poor and he can communicate with other
persons.

Charity is a conduct that gives alms to the poor, but here the poor does not mean a
specially designated man (a beggar) , it involves all the human beings who are not abso-
lute existence, but relative existence who always seek to arrive at an ideal state. We can
think of charity and communication as consisting in the full development of their prag-

matical and instrumental powers. Because such powers can concretely embody and real-
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ize groups sharing a common destiny for mankind, we have to practice any time and any
place charity and communication without which there is no ideal state of our lives.
Now let us see around us. It is very clear that we all are the poors and we all need

charity and communication which belong to our life-power.

Vv

If we were to accept a charity and communication-centered theory of social ethics,
a most profound reinvestigation of our moral, metaphysical and epistemological insight
into the nature and essence of our ego, life, death, universe, being and nothing would
take place. With such reinvestigation I ask myself here some questions: Is there really
difference between justice and unjustice, happiness and unhappiness, good and bad? If
all things (beings) change and transform, then I have to say that my ego changes and
my thinking changes also.

In spite of this speculation, why do I want now to conduct charity and communica-

tion to embody groups sharing a common destiny of mankind?
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