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As you read the passage below, consider how Timothy D. Wilson uses
« evidence, such as facts or examples, to support claims.
« reasoning to develop ideas and to connect claims and evidence.

« stylistic or persuasive elements, such as word choice or appeals to emotion, to
add power to the ideas expressed.

Adapted from Timothy D. Wilson, “Stop Bullying The ‘Soft’ Sciences.” © 2012 by the Los
Angeles Times. Originally published July 12, 2012.

Once, during a meeting at my university, a biologist mentioned that he was the only
faculty member present from a science department. When I corrected him, noting that
I was from the Department of Psychology, he waved his hand dismissively, as if I were a
Little Leaguer telling a member of the New York Yankees that I too played baseball.

There has long been snobbery in the sciences, with the “hard” ones (physics, chemistry,
biology) considering themselves to be more legitimate than the “soft” ones (psychology,
sociology). It is thus no surprise that many members of the general public feel the same
way. But of late, skepticism about the rigors of social science has reached absurd heights.

The U.S. House of Representatives recently voted to eliminate funding for political science
research through the National Science Foundation. In the wake of that action, an opinion
writer for the Washington Post suggested that the House didn’t go far enough. The NSF
should not fund any research in the social sciences, wrote Charles Lane, because “unlike
hypotheses in the hard sciences, hypotheses about society usually can’t be proven or
disproven by experimentation.”

This is news to me and the many other social scientists who have spent their careers doing
carefully controlled experiments on human behavior, inside and outside the laboratory.
What makes the criticism so galling is that those who voice it, or members of their
families, have undoubtedly benefited from research in the disciplines they dismiss.

5 Most of us know someone who has suffered from depression and sought psychotherapy.
He or she probably benefited from therapies such as cognitive behavioral therapy that
have been shown to work in randomized clinical trials.

Ever hear of stereotype threat? It is the double jeopardy that people face when they are at
risk of confirming a negative stereotype of their group. When African American students
take a difficult test, for example, they are concerned not only about how well they will
do but also about the possibility that performing poorly will reflect badly on their entire
group. This added worry has been shown time and again, in carefully controlled experi-
ments, to lower academic performance. But fortunately, experiments have also showed
promising ways to reduce this threat. One intervention, for example, conducted in a
middle school, reduced the achievement gap by 40%.
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7 If you know someone who was unlucky enough to be arrested for a crime he didn’t

11

commit, he may have benefited from social psychological experiments that have resulted
in fairer lineups and interrogations, making it less likely that innocent people are
convicted.

An often-overlooked advantage of the experimental method is that it can demonstrate
what doesn’t work. Consider three popular programs that research psychologists have
debunked: Critical Incident Stress Debriefing, used to prevent post-traumatic stress
disorders in first responders and others who have witnessed horrific events; the D.A.R.E.
anti-drug program, used in many schools throughout America; and Scared Straight
programs designed to prevent at-risk teens from engaging in criminal behavior.

All three of these programs have been shown, with well-designed experimental studies, to
be ineffective or, in some cases, to make matters worse. And as a result, the programs have
become less popular or have changed their methods. By discovering what doesn’t work,
social scientists have saved the public billions of dollars.

To be fair to the critics, social scientists have not always taken advantage of the experi-
mental method as much as they could. Too often, for example, educational programs
have been implemented widely without being adequately tested. But increasingly,
educational researchers are employing better methodologies. For example, in a recent
study, researchers randomly assigned teachers to a program called My Teaching Partner,
which is designed to improve teaching skills, or to a control group. Students taught by the
teachers who participated in the program did significantly better on achievement tests
than did students taught by teachers in the control group.

Are the social sciences perfect? Of course not. Human behavior is complex, and it is
not possible to conduct experiments to test all aspects of what people do or why. There
are entire disciplines devoted to the experimental study of human behavior, however,
in tightly controlled, ethically acceptable ways. Many people benefit from the results,
including those who, in their ignorance, believe that science is limited to the study of
molecules.

Assignment: Write an essay in which you explain how Timothy D. Wilson builds
an argument to persuade his audience that the “soft” sciences are real sciences
and should be funded. In your essay, analyze how Wilson uses one or more of the
features listed in the box above (or features of your own choice) to strengthen the
logic and persuasiveness of his argument. Be sure that your analysis focuses on the
most relevant features of the passage.

Your essay should not explain whether you agree with Wilson’s claims, but rather
explain how Wilson builds an argument to persuade his audience.




Annotated Version of Essay’s Passage

Adapted from Timothy D. Wilson, “Stop Bullying The ‘Soft’ Sciences” © 2012 by the Los

Angeles Times. Originally published July 12, 2012.

(1)Once, during a meeting at my university, a biologist
mentioned that he was the only faculty member present from
a science department. When I corrected him, noting that I
was from the Department of Psychology, he waved his hand
dismissively, as if I were a Little Leaguer telling a member of
the New York Yankees that I too played baseball.

(2)There has long been snobbery in the sciences, with

the “hard” ones (physics, chemistry, biology) considering
themselves to be more legitimate than the “soft” ones
(psychology, sociology). It is thus no surprise that many
members of the general public feel the same way. (3)But of
late, skepticism about the rigors of social science has reached

absurd heights.

(4)The U.S. House of Representatives recently voted to
eliminate funding for political science research through the
National Science Foundation. In the wake of that action,

an opinion writer for the Washington Post suggested that
the House didn’t go far enough. The NSF should not fund
any research in the social sciences, wrote Charles Lane,
because “unlike hypotheses in the hard sciences, hypotheses
about society usually can’t be proven or disproven by
experimentation.”

(5)This is news to me and the many other social scientists who
have spent their careers doing carefully controlled experiments
on human behavior, inside and outside the laboratory. (6)What
makes the criticism so galling is that those who voice it, or
members of their families, have undoubtedly benefited from
research in the disciplines they dismiss.

(7)Most of us know someone who has suffered from

NN\ BT IERELN\

(1)The author introduces the
subsequent claim of “snobbery”
among sciences with a personal
anecdote. He introduces a sporting
analogy to illustrate how “hard”
scientists perceive they have a
higher status than “soft” scientists.

(2)He develops the argument to
assert the snobbery within the
sciences feeds through to the wider
public and is based on a perceived
“legitimacy” in “hard” sciences.

(3)He comes to the reason for the
perception: that social sciences are
deemed less rigorous than “hard”
sciences.

(4)He details the “absurd heights”
above as media and legislature
pinnacles. The US Congress has
ended funding for political science
research. A commentator in a
reputable national newspaper is
perpetuating false perceptions of
research in the “soft” sciences.

(5)Wilson rebuts the claim, arguing
his career is founded on “controlled
experiments.”

(6)He stresses the criticism is not
just galling, but “so galling;” because
research from the “soft” sciences
reach to every aspect of society.

(7)Wilson elaborates on some of the
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depression and sought psychotherapy. He or she probably
benefited from therapies such as cognitive behavioral therapy
that have been shown to work in randomized clinical trials.

(8)Ever hear of stereotype threat? It is the double jeopardy
that people face when they are at risk of confirming a negative
stereotype of their group. When African American students
take a difficult test, for example, they are concerned not only
about how well they will do but also about the possibility that
performing poorly will reflect badly on their entire group.
This added worry has been shown time and again, in carefully
controlled experiments, to lower academic performance.

But fortunately, experiments have also showed promising
ways to reduce this threat. (9)One intervention, for example,
conducted in a middle school, reduced the achievement gap by
40%.

(10)If you know someone who was unlucky enough to be
arrested for a crime he didn’t commit, he may have benefited
from social psychological experiments that have resulted in
fairer lineups and interrogations, making it less likely that
innocent people are convicted.

(11)An often-overlooked advantage of the experimental
method is that it can demonstrate what doesn’t work. Consider
three popular programs that research psychologists have
debunked: Critical Incident Stress Debriefing, used to prevent
post-traumatic stress disorders in first responders and others
who have witnessed horrific events; the D.A.R.E. anti-drug
program, used in many schools throughout America; and
Scared Straight programs designed to prevent at-risk teens
from engaging in criminal behavior.

(12)All three of these programs have been shown, with well-
designed experimental studies, to be ineffective or, in some
cases, to make matters worse. And as a result, the programs
have become less popular or have changed their methods. By

social implications. The term “most
of us know someone” stresses the
inclusiveness and extent of social
“soft” science research.

(8)He introduces another benefit of
social sciences research by asking
the reader a direct question about
“stereotype threat,” causing the
reader to ponder that maybe they
should know about it.

(9)A statistic from a sample study
quantifies the benefits of this
research on school students.

(10)He addresses the reader directly
again (If you know someone...)

to stress the social implications

of social science research. These
experiments helped reduce miscar-
riages of justice against people who
were just “unlucky”

(11)He shows how the benefits of
social sciences often go unobserved
because they work to prevent or
correct mistaken policies. He cites
three specific examples.

(12) As well as the social implica-
tions, social sciences also have
economic benefits, saving “billions
of dollars” being spent on poor
social policies.



discovering what doesn’t work, social scientists have saved the
public billions of dollars.

(13)To be fair to the critics, social scientists have not always
taken advantage of the experimental method as much as they
could. Too often, for example, educational programs have
been implemented widely without being adequately tested.
But increasingly, educational researchers are employing better
methodologies. For example, in a recent study, researchers
randomly assigned teachers to a program called My Teaching
Partner, which is designed to improve teaching skills, or to a
control group. Students taught by the teachers who partici-
pated in the program did significantly better on achievement
tests than did students taught by teachers in the control group.

(14)Are the social sciences perfect? Of course not. Human
behavior is complex, and it is not possible to conduct experi-
ments to test all aspects of what people do or why. (15)There
are entire disciplines devoted to the experimental study of
human behavior, however, in tightly controlled, ethically
acceptable ways. Many people benefit from the results,
including those who, in their ignorance, (16)believe that
science is limited to the study of molecules.

NN\ BT ITRERAS N

(13)He concedes that some social
scientists have occasionally been
less than rigorous in the past. But
he uses this concession to show
how they have improved their
methodologies, with an example
from education.

(14)He introduces a rhetorical
question and answers it, enabling
him to argue that laboratory-type
experiments cannot extend to all
aspects of human behavior.

(15)He develops this line of
reasoning to say that some aspects
of human behavior can be studied
with scientifically rigorous methods.
To allow ignorance to shut down
this research would be to deny
many people the benefits.

(16)He uses the image of the “study
of molecules,” a microscopic field of
research, to stress how confining or
limiting ignorance is.



