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Preface

Tao Xingzhi (Tao Hsing-Chih, 1891-1946) is a famous educator, a great thinker,
a democratic statesman and a popular writer in modern China and is revered as “the
Cultural Giant of the 20" century.” Mao Zedong honored him as “the Great People’s
Educator,” and the famous Chinese poet Guo Moruo equaled Tao with China’s
Confucius. Chinese President Xi Jinping called on all teachers to learn from Tao and
to practice his well-known motto “Every time we teach, we teach the truest; every
time we learn, we learn the purest.” Across the world, Japanese scholar Saito Akio
believed that “Tao Xingzhi is Chinese, but he belongs to the whole world.” Professor
David Hansen from Columbia University nominated Tao Xingzhi as one of the top
10 influential educators in the 20" century, equivalent to Dewey from the US and
Montessori from Italy.

After several early years’ of traditional Chinese education, Tao went to a
Christian school to learn western subjects.He then studied in the University of
Nanking, and later proceeded to University of Illinois and Columbia University.
With a solid and cross-cultural education, Tao grew to be a versatile and eloquent

young man with a special aptitude for English language. He had published many
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English articles and did translation work for professors from Columbia University
including Dewey, Paul Monroe and William Kilpatrick. In later years, Tao Xingzhi
wrote a number of articles to introduce China’s educational reforms and delivered
many speeches to introduce China’s developments and changes to the world. All his
English works have impressive themes, profound thought and vivid language, so
they are viewed as valuable literature and the important part of the treasure of Tao
Xingzhi thought.

Against the backdrop of China’sin recent decades, Chinese culture is now
open more consciously and confidently to the whole world. Tao Xingzhi and his
thought are definitely the part that is worth to be discovered and understood by the
world people. This year is the 125" anniversary of Tao Xingzhi’s birth and the 70"
anniversary of his death. To mark this special date, an international seminar themed
“Tao Xingzhi and the Education of Chinese and Foreign Culture” will be held this
October in Wuhan, Hubei jointly by Central China Normal University, the Tao
Xingzhi Study Association of China and People’s Education Press. We were greatly
honored to be requested by the general manager of Hubei Education Press Mr.
Fang Ping to select and translate the most representative works' from Tao Xingzhi’s
English publications and to compile a book as the current one.

In the process of selecting, translating and compiling the articles, four major
principles were followed: be respectful to Tao’s original work, be loyal to the
literary meaning, be comprehensive in content and be focused in theme. First, all
the articles are Tao’s work. The compilation precludes any possibility of alteration
except for a few corrections on apparent errors. Second, the translation is mostly
literary translation, so it was safely the representation of the original meaning. Third,
this book selects articles of different genres and on different topics. Some are Tao
Xingzhi’s account on his own life experience and career plan; some are discussions
about education; some expound on politics, religion or moral; Some even touch upon

subjects like simplifying Chinese language and publicizing cultural ideals. Fourth,
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this book has a definite focus: Life Education. Other works, including Tao’s English
poems, fables, stories and some others, were saved from this collection due to their
irrelevance to this theme.

The title of this book is “Life Education— Selected Readings of Tao Xingzhi’s
English Works”. The Life Education Theory is the core of Tao Xingzhi’s educational
thoughts and the term encapsulates several conceptions like “life as education”,
“society is school” and “the combination of teaching, learning and working”.
Therefore, this term does not only pinpoint the main content and major theme of
the book, but also present itself as a simple, clear word that we believe each reader
would welcome.

This book is mainly based on “the Collected Works of Tao Xingzhi’s” (7ao
Xingzhi Quan Ji), published by Hunan Education Press three decades ago and also
another edition published by Sichuan Education Press. My special thanks go to
my colleagues from Central China Normal University including Professor Dong
Baoliang and Professor Yu Benfa and the fellow researchers in the Tao Xingzhi
Study Association of China like Hu Xiaofeng. We are also indebted to Dr. He
Ronghan and Dr. Chu Zhaohui, whose works serve as valuable supporting materials
for us. For those who have ever helped make this book possible, we extend our

whole-hearted thanks..

Zhou Hongyu
Wuhan, Hubei
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