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Abstract

Because the inscriptions material and archaeological materials
are relatively abundant, the most easily explored stage of agriculture
was late Shang Dynasty in the pre-Qin period. It is important for us to
understand the history of agriculture in the pre-Qin period. With the
announcement of neworacle inscriptions and the introduction of plant
archeology flotation method, some of the details of late Shang agricul-
tural history have the necessity and possibility for further research. In
particular, there are some problems related to agricultural cook-
books, production techniques and farm tools, agriculture inscrip-
tions, and production organizations. Based on this, the book is di-
vided into five chapters to discuss the situation of late Shang agricul-
ture and its production organization, and each chapter is a topic.

The first chapter is the introduction about agroclimate and aca-
demic history of agricultural research. Chapter two focuses on late
Shang crops. Based on crop nouns in oracle inscriptions and late
Shang crops structure reflected by flotation materials, the paper con-
cludes that there are differences in the agricultural diet system be-
tweenoracle inscriptions and plant flotation, which may reflect the
difference between sacrificial system and the system of life. In the
last section of the first chapter, this book examines the scale of wheat
planting in the Shang Dynasty, pointing oul that the Shang Dynasty
had deliberately promoted the scale of wheat planting, but this at-

tempt ended in failure.



