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1. Introduction: Grammatical Hierarchy Q

1. Introduction ;_' Grumm'utioal -»Hiecrumhy

Aims of the Unit

Language, a tool of social communication, is a system of

sound-meaning combination of vocabulary and grammar. Grammar is the
structural system of a language. The grammar of the English language
is orgar;ized into five ranks; the sentence, the clause, the phrase,
the word and the morpheme. Each rank is composed of one or more than
one grammatical unit of the immediate lower rank. As a grammatical
unit, the sentence consists of one or more than one clause; the
ciause, one or more than one phrzlstse; the phrase, one or morga_v;:'_l:lan one
word; and the word, one or more than one morpheme . The s.ﬁl:lte:r.lc:'e‘is‘_;the
highest rank of grammatical unit while the morpheme is the minimum or
the lovwesbt rank.

LEERK
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Mo thiat the séﬁtence is the highest rank of grammar, we can break it up
into its smallest component—morpheme through segmentation. Please try to
dissectithe following sentences | (1711 Do

I These undérgmduate.{ are rapidly improving in their writing. :

© 1.1 Morphemes

The morpheme is the minimum or the smallest grammatical unit, also the
most basic meaning element of speech. Morphemes fall into two categories:
Free Morphemes and Bound Morphemes.

A free morpheme has a complete meaning and can stand by itself as a
simple word like girl, rely and so on. Free morphemes can serve as Root to form
Derivative by adding Affix like: kindness, unkind, unkindness, kindly; or be
used with other free morphemes to form Compound Word like bookmark,
bookworm, bookshop, bookstall.

Bound morphemes are mostly the morphemes which are meaningful, but
the meaning is not complete in itself unless it is attached to some other form.
Therefore, a bound morpheme cannot stand by itself: it only exists as an
Inflectional or Derivational Affix. Derivational affix can be divided into Prefix or

Suffix to form Derivatives by combining Root, e. g.

Prefix Suffix Prefix & Suffix
antiwar Marxist unlucky
postwar moverent co-existence
pan-African careless pre-liberation

In addition, those carrying the same meanings but various forms in different

contexts are called Allomorphs, e. g.

in- im- il- ir-
inactive immature illegal irrational
inexperienced imperfect illogical irregular
insecure impractical illegible irresponsible
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Task 2

© 1.2 Words

The word is composed of one or more than one morphemes. Words can be
classified in two ways: classification in terms of word-formation and
classification in terms of grammat,ical function. In terms of word-formation,
words can be divided into simple words ( like at, up, down, far, near, etc.),
derivatives formed by free morpheme or free root plus bound morpheme or
derivative affix ( like unfair, nonsmoker, discover, misjudge, arrangement,
happiness, foolish, friendship, etc.), compounds (_li‘ke dquliqe, world-
famous, nickname, moreover, something, whenever, outside, etc. ). In ferms
of grammatical function, words can be divided into Closed Class or Function
Word and Open Class or Content Word. _

Closed-class words refer to those sets of words, without complete lexical
meaning but with grammatical meaning, whose items are “closed” or limited in
number. Closed-class words include .

® Preposition: in, of, on, without, in spite of

® Pronoun: you, he, one, which, this, that

® Determiner; a, the, this, some, any, no

. Coﬁjunction: and, or, but, because, when, if

® Auxiliary: do, can, may, must, will 7

Open-class words refer to those sets of words whose items are indefinitely
extendable. New items are constantly being created and old items are giving
place to new ones. Open-class words cover:

. Noun: Smith, Paris, man, chess, table !

® Adjective: old, young, small, big, pretty, ugly

® Adverb: here, there, early, late, really, fast

i simple words
| i

! derivatives
R

; compounds
s

....................

. closed class

i 35 PR

i function word

| R

. open class
ECr

i content word

9 A

i cardinal numeral
Ee

i ordinal numeral
| Fy e

| interjection

| L]
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® Main Verb: work, give, put, take, talk
In addition, Cardinal Numeral, Ordinal Numeral, and Interjection are the
words between “closed” and “open” words.

Task 3 Discuss; What words are they and why?
 make nice silapdl foot
boyhood belitle ~ archbishop coverage
wherever i By & ~ throughout )
should could ~ might dare

© 1.3 Phrases

The phrase is composed of one or more than one word. Generally, the
phrase is a group of words organized in a specific way with a key word as its
head. The word class of the head determines the class of the phrase and the way
in which the words are organized, such as Noun Phrase, Verb Phrase,

Adjective Phrase, Adverb Phrase, Prepositional Phrase.
1) Noun Phrase

Noun Phrase is usually a phrase with a noun as its head. The general
pattern of a noun phrase is: ( determiner + ) ( premodifier + ) noun ( + post
modifier) , e. g.

the People’s Republic of China

his new book on phonology

the tall boy sitting in the corner

However, in the following examples, a noun forms a noun phrase

Milton lived in the 17th century.

Sugar dissolves in water.

Knowledge is power.

In the above examples, Milton, Sugar and Knowledge are noun phrases;
but they are only a proper noun, a material noun and an abstract noun
respectively out of the context. All the phrases except Prepositional Phrase have

the similar situation.
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2) Verb Phrase

Verb Phrase is a phrase with a main verb as its head. A verb phrase can be
(D simple or 2 complex. In terms of grammatical form, a verb phrase can be 3
finite or (4) non-finite.

(D A simple verb phrase is just a main verb or “modifier + main verb” , e. g.

She looks pale.

They fully appreciate our problems.

(2 A complex verb phrase is a main verb preceded by an auxiliary (or
auxiliaries) ( +modifier) , e.g.

She ought to have told him about it.

The children might have been playing in the garden.

3 A finite verb phrase is initiated by a finite form, that is, a verb form that
changes according to tense or subject. Examples in (D and (2) are the ones of
finite verb phrases.

@ A non-finite verb phrase is a phrase initiated by a non-finite form, that is,
a verb form that does not change according to to tense or subject. Non-finite
verb phrases include infinitive phrase,-ing participle phrase and -en participle
phrase.

Sam got up early to catch the train.

If's no use crying over spilt milk.

Written in simple English, the book is easy to read.
3) Adjective Phrase

The adjective phrase is a phrase with an adjective as its head. The general
pattern of an adjective phrase is: ( modifier + ) adjective ( + postmodifier/
complementation) .

That work is too difficult for that boy.

Rob lay on the ground, unable to move.

4) Adverb Phrase

The adverb phrase is a phrase with an adverb as its head. The general
pattern of an adverb phrase is: ( modifier + ) adverb ( + postmodifier) .
How often do the buses run?

He spoke loudly and clearly.

IE finite verb

| FE shial

1 non-finite verb
R i
: auxiliary

, Bhahia)
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She spoke very clearly indeed.
5) Prepositional Phrase

~ The prepositional phrase is a phrase with a preposition as its head. The general
pattern of a prepositional phrase is: ( modifier + ) prepositionf+4comp'lementatio;1.
We are of a mind. ‘
What is there on the desk?

Food has been scarce since before the war.

Task 4

€© 1.4 Clauses

The clause is composed of one or more than one phrase. The clause is a
sequence of phrases, a grammatical structure of * Subject + Predicate” . Clauses
can be various according to their different syntactic functions.

1) Independent and Dependent Clauses

In terms of grammatical function, a clause can be independent or
dependent. An independent clause is a clause that can stand by itself and act as
a complete utterance, as distinguished from a dependent clause which forms
only part of another clause or of a phrase. '

He knows everything about it. ( Independent Clause)

I don’t think he knows everything about it. ( Dependent Clause)

His new book will soon come out. It is on grammar. (Independent Clause)

His new book that will soon come out is on grammar. ( Dependent Clause)
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Make up your mind, or you'll miss the chance. (Independent Clause)
2) Simple and Complex Clauses

Simple Clause consists of only one construction of * Subject + Predicate”.
An independent simple clause is at the same time a simple sentence. When a
clause comprises another clause or other clauses as its element or elements, it is
a complex clause. An independent complex clause is at the same time a
complex sentence.

It is not true. (Independent Simple Clause/Simple Sentence)

What you said is not true. (Independent Complex Clause/ Complex Sentence )

He said that it was not true. (Dependent Simple Clause)

He complained that what you said was not true. ( Dependent Complex Clause)
3) Main and Subordinate Clauses

In a complex clause, the clause that takes another clause as its element is
the main clause, while the clause that forms part of the main clause is a
subordinate clause. According to their functions in the sentences, subordinate
clauses can be divided into; Subject Clause, Predicative Clause, Object
Clause, Appositive Clause, Complement Clause, Attributive Clause, Adverbial
Clause, all of which are called Noun Clause because they function as noun in
the sentence.

He said that it was not true. ( Main Clause)

This is the man who wanted to see you. ( Main Clause )

What you said is not true. ( Subject Clause)

The fact is that I was not there. ( Predicative Clause)

Do you know who he is? ( Object Clause)

There is no doubt that he is honest. ( Appositive Clause )

Call me what you want. ( Complement Clause)

One who works hard deserves to succeed. ( Attributive Clause )

Strike while the iron is hot. ( Adverbial Clause)

4) Finite and Non-finite Clauses

A finite clause is one with a finite verb phrase as its predicate verb or
predicator; a non-finite clause is a clause with a non-finite verb phrase as its

predicator. The above examples are all finite clauses. Below are non-finite

; subject + predicate
| iR +iEE
o

i independent and
i dependent clauses
| ISz A A

| M J 534

i simple and

i complex clauses

i fi] B A

| 'R

i main and

i subordinate

i clauses
ETLIC

i finite and

i non-finite clauses
i PR SE 73]

P AEFRE 2 A)

i verbless clauses

| o Bhia 3]

i subject clause

i EilENE)

i predicative clause
e

i object clause

| e

i appositive

i clause
A

i complement

i clause

| #ME M)

i attributive

i clause
rrne

i adverbial clause
AR M

e mrrmsamanmes e
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clauses.
Lucy went to the hospital to see her friend.
I have received your letter dated May 5.
Leaving the room, he tripped over the mat.

5) Verbless Clauses

When a clause is marked by the absence of any form of verb element, it is a
verbless clause. A verbless clause is just a construction of “Subject + Predicate”
without any form of verb element.

Hungry and exhausted, the climbers returned,

Confident of the justice of their cause, they agreed to put their case before the arbitration

panel.

Christmas then only days away, the family was pent up with excitement.

ety So-called Verbless Clause in fact is the clause structure in which subject and
E‘:lnu::ve : predicate verb are omitted. Verbless Clause can also have its own subject as is
construction | shown in the last case, which is called Norminative Absolute Construction in
?REZ%E%%W_' the traditional grammar.

© 1.5 Sentences

The sentence is the highest rank of grammatical unit. Based on one or more
than one clause, the sentence is also the basic linguistic unit of connected
discourse; it can stand alone and perform a function in social communication.
In terms of structure, sentences can be divided into two types: 1) Complete



