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ORENDIEAT

Studies serve for delight, for ornament@ , and for ability.
Their chief use for delight, is in privateness and retiring® ;
for ornament, is in discourse; and for ahility, -isiin the judg-
ment and disposition of business, For expert.men can cxe-
cute, and perhaps _}udgc of parucu‘zw*') ,.one by one; but
the general counsels® s and the plots and marshalling of
affairs® , come best from those that are n:amt:d..v To spend
too much time in studies is sloth; to use them teo much for
ornament, is affectation; to make judgment wholly by their
rules, is the humour® of a scholar.- They, perfect nature,
and are perfected by’cxp_éripgicgi: for natural abilities are like
natural plants, that need proyning® by study; and studies
themselves do give forth directions too much at large® , cx-
cept they be bounded in by experience® . Crafty men con-
temn studies,simple men a.dxmrc them, and wisec men use them;
for they teach not their own use; but that is a wisdom without
them® , and above them, won by observaticn. Read not to
contradict and confute; nor to believe and take for granted;
nor to find talk and discourse® ; but to weigh and consider.
Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and
some few to be chewed and digested; that is, some books are
to be read only in parts; others to be read, but not curious-
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v ; aud some fow to be read wholly, and with difigince
and attention. Some books also may be rcad by deputy,
and’extracts made of them by others® ; but that would be®
only in the less impoitant arguments, and the meaner sort
of books; else® distilled books® are like common dlsulled wa-
ters, flachy things. Reading maketh® a full maxi« coﬁfl%-
ence a ready man; and writing® an exact man, And _3.11<:re-
fore, if a man write little, he had need have® a g"reat; mem-
ory; if ‘he confer' little] - he had need have a present wit;
and if he 1ead little, he had need have much cunning; to seem
“to know that®. he 'doth @ 'not. - Histories make men' wise;
‘pocts ‘witty; the mathematics subtile® 5 natural philosophy®
‘deep; moral | grave; | legic “and’ rhetoric: able 1o contend.
Absunt studia in ‘mores.® Nay there lis no stond® ori imiped-
iment in the wit®, ‘but® may be wrought out@ by fit stud-
ies: like as® !'diseases of the'body may have appropridte
‘exercises, . Bowling'is good for the stone and reins® ; shootinz
for the lungs and breast; gentle walking for the stomach;
riding for the head; and the like. | So if 2 man’s' wit be wan-
dering, let him study the mathematics; for in -demonstrations,
if his wit be called away never®: so litile] he misst begin again.
If his wit be not apt to distinguish or find differances, let him
study * the ' eehodlmen® ; for they are: oymini sectores®.  If
he be not apt to beat over matters,® and to‘€al¥ up one thing
to prove and fHustrate another; Tet’ himi study the lawyers’
cases. So'évery defect'of the ‘mind! mug have a’gpecial re-
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: 3
- 'THE INFLUENCE OF LITERATURE®

I will tell you what literature is ! No — I only wish I
could, ‘But I can’t. Noonc¢can. Gleams can be thrown on
the seeret® , inklings given® , but no more. I will try to
give you an inkling. ~ And, to doso, I will take you back into
your own history, or forward into it® . That evening when
you went for a walk with your faithful friend, the friend from
whom you. hid nothing—or almost nothing...! You were,
in truth, somewhat inclined to hide from him the particular
matter which monopolized your mind that evening, but some-
how you contrived to get on to® it, drawn by an over-
powering fascination® . And as your faithful friend was
sympathetic and discreet, and flattered you by a respectful
curiosity@ , you proceeded further and further into the said
matter® , growing more and more conﬁdcntlal unul at last
you cried out, in a terrific whisper: “My boy, she is simply
miraculous I~ At that moment you were in the domain of
literature. e

Let me explain. . Of course, in the ordinary acceptation
of the word, she was not miraculous: Your faithful friend had
never noticed that she was mhaﬁulous,vnor had about forty
thousand other fairly keen chservers® . She was just a gxrl
Troy® had not been burnt for her. A girl cannot be called
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a miracle. If a girl is to be called a miracle, fht:dyw-mightz
call pretty nearly anything a miracle... That is just it: you
might.  You can. iY‘ou'ought. Amid all the miracles of the
universe you had just wakened up to® one. You were full
of your discovery. You were under a divine impulsion to
impart that discovery. You had a strong sense of the mar-
vellous beauty of something, and you had to share it. You
were in a passion® about something, and you had to vent
yourself on somebody. You were drawvn® towards the
whole of the rest of the human race. Mark the effect of your
mood and utterance on your faithful friend. He knew that
she was niot a miracle. No other person could have made him
belicve that she was a miracle.  But you, by the force and sin-
cerity of your own vision of her® | and by the fervor of your
desire to make him participate in your vision, did for quite
a long time cause him to feel that he had been blind to®
the miracle of that girl.

You were producing literature. You were alive. Your
eyes were unlidded, your ears were unstopped, ‘to some part
of the beauty and the strangeness of the world; and a strong
instinct within you forced you to tell somecne. It was not
efiough for you that you saw and heard. Others had to see
and hear. Others had to be wakened up. And they were !
It is quite possible — I am not quite sure — that your faithfu)
friend the Vcry'ﬁéxt day, or the next month, looked at some
other girl, and suddenly saw that she, too, was miraculous !
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