Minorities in China:
an American University President's

Photographic Journey

Author Translator
Sidney A. McPhee (U.S.A | - e
idgey A SNINRS Wang Lirong
wER-AXRIE(X] F Aose THE E




Minorities in China:
an American University President's
Photographic Journey

FIE| DR

— KB KR MRS Z i

Author

Sidney A. McPhee (U.S.A.)
BER-AZXRIE(X] F

Translator

Li Xueping Wang Lirong
FERE IHE 3

/{ﬂmf&ﬁ

n People's Publishing Hou:




A i o ST PARBOR i e A T R T A
ARLVFA, AFHRIED

BEFRERSBE (CIP) #H3E
R B R R AT ERR MR i, ST s () TEER - A, EE
(Sidney A. McPhee) #. —1&¥b: HFg AR HE, 2018.12

ISBN 978-7-5561-2117-5

L @ I Of- T OB E— IO MR — R — b [ — 3
V. @431

o [ A B S TR CIP AL 4% 5 (2018) 5528639655

ZHONGGUO SHAOSHU MINZU: YI WEI MEIGUO XIAOZHANG DE SHEYING ZHI LU

pE B D RIER KBRS 2 ik

= & VHHEJE « AL FE (Sidney A. McPhee)
FOE FEN LR

RERE ST

RWORLT ML

HiREFr  Wimg AR HAL [hitp://www.hnppp.com ]

#ho 4 KE SRS

BE 48 410005

ED R e K R R EN S5 PR A A

BR 3R 20184E12H H 1K
2018412 F 551 IR E A

A 787 mm X 1092 mm 1/16

B 1125

¥ 278F7

2 ISBN 978-7-5561-2117-5

'  128.00C

fl 4 o S H

B diE: 0731-82683348 (4o & ILEP FIR 2 9 A b ) RRAL 3 45 )



About the Author and Photographer

Dr. Sidney A. McPhee was named the tenth President of Middle
Tennessee State University in Murfreesboro in 2001. Under McPhee's
leadership, MTSU, located in the southern United States, has engaged
in almost 40 international partnerships in 17 different countries,
including various study-abroad and cultural exchange programs
and innovative research collaborations with international partners,
with a special emphasis on China. A native of Nassau, Bahamas,
and the longest-serving Chief Executive of any public university in
Tennessee, McPhee's scholarly pursuits include international lectures
and presentations in numerous countries, including China, Japan,
South Korea, Israel, Belgium, Canada, England, Brazil, Malaysia,the
West Indies, Turkey, Ethiopia and the Bahamas. China Agricultural
University in Beijing awarded McPhee its highest academic award,
Honorary Professor. He was appointed as Senior Advisor to the Chief
Executive of Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters in Beijing, and
he received Confucius Institute’s Individual Performance Excellence
Award during the 8th Annual Global Confucius Institutes Conference
in Beijing. A book of his photographic essays, China: Through the
Eyes of an American University President, published in July 2012,
was released internationally. Prior to his arrival at MTSU, McPhee
was Executive Vice Chancellor for the Tennessee Board of Regents
(TBR) System. In addition, he served as the TBR’s Chief Academic
Officer and Interim Chancellor. McPhee also served in various faculty
and senior-level administrative capacities at several major universities,
including Oklahoma State University, University of Louisville and
University of Memphis. McPhee is married to Elizabeth McPhee, and
they have two adult children, Seneca and Sidney Anthony.
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There is a common saying in China,
often incorrectly attributed to Confucius, but
properly credited to another philosopher,
Laozi: “A journey of a thousand miles begins
with a single step.” This book reflects many
different journeys, and perhaps a million or
more miles, and enough experiences to fill
more than most life time.

When | was asked by my friends at the
Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarlters to
develop my first book, China:Through the Eyes
of an American University President which was
published in 2012, | was both flattered by the
invitation and overwhelmed by the response.
| am a university administrator, and a social
scientist by education and training, not a
professional author or photographer. But |
hoped that first book would be a window that
not only provided a view of my perceptions
of China, but give those in China a reminder
of the wonders of their country through the
images and words of a visitor.

However, when they asked me to
consider a second book, | must confess
that | hesitated to accept the invitation. | did
not want to merely extend what | attempted

my first offering; such a task would only be
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The author( left of center) at a 2018 visit to Yao ethnic village with Andrew Oppmann
(right of center) and Rutherford County, Tennessee, Mayor Bill Ketron (right of Oppmann)
and Dr. Zheng Guanping, Professor and Director of MTSU’s Confucius Institute and our
Assistant Vice Provost for International Affairs (far left).
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appealing if | could go a bit deeper than
before, yet still retain a sense of the same
wonder and awe that | have maintained
since my first visit to China in 1999.

| hope that this book reflects the balance
| strived to attain with this second effort: A
brief exploration into the tapestry of different
ethnic groups woven together throughout
the different regions of China. Like the first
book, | tell most of my stories through my
pictures, which, as another saying popular in
my country reminds, a picture can be worth
thousands of words. | offer these images to
you in a joyous expression of what makes
each of us unique and special, yet also what
we all share as fellow inhabitants of the
same planet.

Any list of acknowledgements that |
would put forward on this enterprise must
first begin with Dr. Xu Lin, the former Chief
Executive of Hanban and Director General
of the Confucius Institute Headquarters. Xu,
who | consider my jigjie (big sister), both
encouraged and prodded me to continue this
project. | treasure our friendship.

Dr. Zheng Guanping, Professor and
Director of MTSU’s Confucius Institute and
Assistant Vice Provost for International
Affairs at MTSU , guides and navigates my
adventures in China to this day. Not only
has he been a noble and faithful traveling
companion, he is my great friend and
sounding board.
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| want to also acknowledge and thank the
officials at the Confucius Institute Headquarters
who have taken this project from idea to
publication. They are Ma Jianfei, Secretary
of the Party Committee,Hanban; Madame Jing
Wei, Deputy Chief Executive ,Hanban and
deputy Director General,Confucius Institute
Headquarters; Ren Shifang, Director of
North American affairs; and Qu Songming,
Senior Program Supervisor.

My gratitude goes out to Professor Dr.
Yang Zhuhui of Minzu University of China
in Beijing for her invaluable assistance
in supporting the author in identifying the
various ethic groups and their unique
cultures and customs.

Additional thanks must go to several
officials from various universities in China
who have assisted me in my travels to different
regions to collect materials for this book. They
include Dr.Jiang Hongxin,President of Hunan
Normal University; Dr. Du Wei, Hangzhou
Normal University; Dr. Miao Jianhua ;
Director of the Guangxi Botanical Gardens
of Medicinal Plants;Quan Xiaohui, Director
of Office of International Cooperation and
Exchange; Tang Jianwen, the former
Director of the Office of International
Cooperation and Exchange of Hunan
Normal University; and Wu Xiaowei,the
former Director of the Office of International
Cooperation and Exchange of Hangzhou
Normal University.

| would like to thank two colleagues at
my university whose friendship and hard
work have made it possible for me to venture
to China for these many years.
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Mrs. Kimberly Edgar, my Chief of Staff
at Middle Tennessee State University, has
worked with me for more than two decades.
Her loyalty and hard work made possible not
only this book, but many other partnerships
and relationships that our university has
forged over the years.

Mr. Andrew Oppmann, MTSU’s Vice
President for Marketing and Communications,
has traveled to China with me numerous
times as we, along with Zheng Guanping,
worked to build and maintain our institution’s
ties with many of this country’s finest
universities.

None of what | have been able to
achieve in my adult life would have been
possible without the love and support of
Elizabeth McPhee, my wife of more than
three decades, and our children, Seneca and
Sidney Anthony. They share not only my love
of China, but the sense of adventure that has
permeated our travels to this country.

Finally, | also should note that this
book was not intended to be an academic
offering, but rather an informal collection of
observations based upon my conversations
with the people and places | visited. In many
ways, this is my own personal photo album
and travel diary. My thanks, finally, to the
Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters,
who helped me with this second collection of
my photographs and provided the support to
compile, fact-check and publish this project.

NOTE: All photographs that appear in
this book were taken by the author except for
the ones in which he appears.The minorities in
each chapter were written according to the time I
visited them.
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My family and I were fortunate to attend the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
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This year, 2018, marks the nineteenth consecutive year that
| have had the honor and privilege of traveling to China each
summer. My decision back in 1999 to act upon my curiosity
and opt to embark on what was then a mysterious yet intriguing
adventure was one of the best decisions | made in my life. | was a
young administrator, with only perhaps a faint ambition that | would
some day become a university president, when | first boarded that
aircraft pointed toward China. The people | would encounter on
that first trip, and each trip that followed, changed me for the better:
It opened my eyes to the rich and varied tapestry of people, culture
and geography that, woven together, form this country.
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An example of some of the media coverage generated from my trips to China on
behalf of MTSU.
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Yi Minority Village,Napo County, Guangxi. I love participating in the
various cultural festivals with the villagers.
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| believe strongly in the power of
visual learning. As such, like my first book,
this second volume relies upon images
from my travels throughout China, framed
in proper context with brief narratives. My
goal was both to explore the differences in
the 55 ethnic minority groups that comprise
the non-Han population within China. The
Han majority and the 55 minority groups
together are called the Zhonghua Minzu, a
term embraced by the country's leadership
to honor and respect the many different
parts that, as a whole, are the Chinese
people.
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My first book on China published in 2012,
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I made a speech at Hanban in 2010.
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Again, for the record, while | am a spacing amateur photographer, my
talents are far from those put forward by those who make a living and a life in
this noble profession. | attribute whatever beauty or texture found in my images
to the people and landscapes they captured. China's wonder is so vast and rich
that it is difficult to not to take a compelling photograph.
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My visit to Zhangjiaiie where the movie Avatar was made.
RERER, REZREY (LAY eh3bib




