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Preface

At the National Conference of Propaganda and ldeological Work, General
Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out that “Chinese traditional culture is our strongest
* soft power,” which can help Chinese people build up their cultural
confidence. ” With long history and rich cultural heritage, Fenglong Mountain is
listed as “Number One Cultural Mountain of Yan-Zhao Area,” and actually this
title has owed a lot to Fenglong Academy, which is located in Yuanshi County.
Fenglong Culture is not only an important part of Hebei Regional Culture and
Chinese Culture, but also the valuable spiritual wealth to be developed.
Therefore, it is a duty for the reserchers of Sifang College to develop an
innovative study of Fenglong Culture and make it serve the local, economic and
cultural construction.

Fenglong Montain mainly covers three different cultural carriers,
Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism, of which Confucianism was the core of
Ancient Chinese Civilization. With Confucianism as its educational doctrine,
Fenglong Academy gradually evolved into a holy land of culture and education in
ancient northern China. Luckily, Sifang College of Shijiazhuang Tiedao
University is located at the foot of Fenglong Mountain, standing next to Fenglong
Academy, whose unique geographical location encourages the scholars and young
teachers to assume the sacred mission in studying and spreading Fenglong Culture
and make their own contribution to the development of local economy and culture
of Yuanshi County. Therefore, with the great attention and support of the
government of Yuanshi County, Shijiazhuang Tiedao University, and Sifang
College, Fenglong Culture Research-Spread Center was founded by the teachers of
Sifang College in 2015, Prof. Wu Ran was appointed director of the center. At the

founding ceremony, Prof. Wu Ran said, *No research, no spread. " To achieve
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the purpose of spreading Fenglong Culture, the Comparative Study Branch of
Sino-West Culture, made up of English teachers, have trimmed and researched
every detail about the culture and education of Fenglong Mountain, particularly
about Fenglong Academy, including its background, development history and
social influence as well. They finally compiled the English-Chinese book, which
would help enrich and promote the culture and education of Fenglong Mountain.
During the time of writing and translating this book , we owed great thanks to
the vice president of Shijiazhuang Tiedao University Prof. Li Jinshan, the vice
president of Sifang College Zhang Zhiguo, the director of the Center Wu Ran, the
deputy director of Yuanshi Culture-Broadcast Bureau Li Xuelou, and other

professors such as Zhang Fengxuan, Liu Suping and Dou Zhujun.

Comparative Study Branch of Sino-West Culture
Fenglong culture Research-Spread Center
Bao Guiying
June 20th, 2017
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Chapter 1 Fenglong Mountain—Historic and
Cultural Shrine of Hebei Province

1. Fenglong Mountain, a famous historical mountain with 2,000 years of
history, is located in the junction of Yuanshi and Luquan Counties of
Shijiazhuang City. The whole mountain range runs from west to east, with the
grand Taihang Mountain to the west, and the vast North China Plain to the east.
The mountain looks majestic and steep with peculiar stones, like a twinning giant
dragon ready to fly which dives toward the great plain, hence its an other name is
Feilong ( flying dragon) Mountain. The legend has it that during the time of
Dayu’s overcoming and harnessing the Yellow River flood, Dayu once imprisoned
and locked a dragon here, which often stired up trouble and brought disasters to
people along the Yellow River Basin, so from then on the mountain got its name,
Fenglong Mountain. Here the Mountain is filled with beautiful and charming
scenery, such as deep ditches, thick forests and clear springs, forming a natural
landscape. At the same time, it developed very rich historical and cultural
resources, earning Hebei Province an important position in the culture and

education history of China.

2. In Qing Dynasty, Li Hongzhang, the Governor of Zhili Province, and
Huang Pengnian, the Principal of Baoding Lianhuachi Academy once co-wrote a

book The General Records of Places Around Capital. In its 19" volume, it was
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recorded that there were 6 famous Mountains in Yuanshi County (or Changshan
Perfecture ) , including the Chang Mountain, 40 miles to the northwest of Yuanshi
County, capped with long, stone walls which could hold ten thousand people
travelling back and forth, in the south of which was Changshan Spring; Huang
Mountain, closely connected with Chang Mountain, was opposite to Fenglong
Mountain across a small stream; and Baishi Mantain, ten miles away to the
northwest of Huang Mountain. All the other mountains next to Wuji Mountain are
adjacent to Fenglong Mountain in Yuanshi County. All the mountains centered
around Fenglong Mountain are imbued with historic temple sites and other cultural
relics, such as the Four Buddist Temples, the Two Taoist Temples, the Five
Steles of Han Dynasty, the Three Great Academies and the Three Grottoes.
Fenglong Mountain is encircled with beautiful and peaceful surroundings and lush
forests, whose beauty and peace are very suitable for the self-cultivation of
Buddhists and Taoists. During the Jin Dynasty there rose quite a few temples
across the mountain, in which the famous monk Shi Daocan and his fellow
brothers, like Fa Tai, once presided over the translation of the Buddhist
scripture, starting the right way of Buddhist scripture translation. He composed
and wrote the first catalogue of Buddhist scripture of China, and developed a set
of rules for the monks to follow around China temples. He called on all the monks
to abandon their personal family names and make “Shi” as their surname. Shi
Daoan won the respect of officials and common people for his moral personalities
and rich Buddhist knowledge.

3. The splendid history and culture of Fenglong Mountain derived from
Eastern Han Dynasty. The legacies that Fenglong Mountain possesses are: the
Five Steles of Han Dynasty, the Three Great Academies, the Four Buddhist
Temples, the Three Grottoes and the Two Taoist Temples make it a celebrated
mountain of Hebei Province. Other profound cultural traits can be seen in the
legacy of cultural relics, folklores, journals and sculptured writings, which have
also played a significant role in the development of Fenglong Academies. Take
the Brush Washing Pool as an example: the Water in the pool is dark ; even if the
clear, fresh water is inpoured, it is still as dark as it was before. Furthermore ,
there is a Sword Testing Stone. According to the folk tales, during his travel for
education, General Guo Yuanzhen of Tang Dynasty happened to notice layers of

colorful clouds floating out of the rock crevices. As soon as he split the Stone, he
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found a sword lying there and luckily he got it.
Later the executive secretariat Shi Bin of Yuan
Dynasty, the son of General Shi Tianze, inscribed
the three characters “Sword-Testing Stone” on the
stone. There are also many magnificent peaks of
the Mountain, such as Xiong'er Peak, Jade Lion

Peak, Huagai Peak, Xianren Peak. There is Long

Spring in the creeks of Jade Lion Peak, which
gains the fame after people successfully pray for
rain. It is said that in the time of the Warring States, even people from the states
of Han, Wei, and Zhao came here and prayed for rain, all their wishes could
amazingly be fulfilled. On the east of the mountain is a ten-feet-long Haohan
Stone, and there are Baiyun Cave, Xiyi Cave and Dongbin Cave as well. There is
Sophora Japonica Ditch winding ten miles, surrounded by countless aged pagoda
trees, full of flowers and fragrance of Sophora Japonica in spring and summer.

4. Since the time of Han Dynasty, Fenglong
Mountain has gradually formed its unique, brilliant
history and culture, which made it recorded as a
famous Mountain of Hebei Provinee in the book of
Shidaozhi as early as in Tang Dynasty. The

scholars Li Gong of Han Dynasty, Guo Zhen of

Tang Dynasty once made lectures or studies in

Fenglong Mountain. After the Five Dynasties, the academy culture began to
become prosperous. Scholar, writer, historian, and statesman Li Fang and Scholar
Zhang Zhu set about the construction of Fenglong Academy, establishing Fenglong
Mountain’s important and formal position in the history of Hebei education. In the
time of Northern Song Dynasty, there were only three recorded Academies in Hebei
Province, all of which were built in the Fenglong Mountain. Up to Yuan Dynasty,
a famous scholar, mathematician Li Ye rebuilt Fenglong Academy, together with
the famous litterateur Yuan Haowen and educator Zhang Dehui, also called “Three
Renowned Men of Longshan,” started their teachings. They cultivated a large
number of outstanding talents for the society of that time, which made Fenglong
Mountain one of Educational Resorts of ancient Hebei Province. Since then

Fenglong Mountain has enjoyed a high reputation at home and abroad.
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