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Leonardo da Vinci to the Duke of Milan

01

My Excellency,

Having, most illustrious lord, seen
and considered the experiments of all
those who pose as masters in the art
of inventing instruments of war, and
finding that their inventions differ in
no way from those in common use, I
am emboldened, without prejudice
to anyone, to solicit an appointment
of acquainting your Excellency with
certain of my secrets.

1. I can construct bridges which are
very light and strong and very portable,
with which to pursue and defeat the
enemy; and others more solid, which
resist fire or assault, yet are easily
removed and placed in position; and I can
also burn and destroy those of the enemy.

2. In case of a siege I can cut off
water from the trenches and make
pontoons and scaling ladders and other
similar contrivances.

3. If by reason of the elevation
or the strength of its position a place
cannot be bombarded. I can demolish
every fortress if its foundations have not
been set on stone.

4. 1 can also make a kind of cannon
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which is light and easy of transport, with
which to hurl small stones like hail, and
of which the smoke causes great terror
to the enemy, so that they suffer heavy
loss and confusion.

5. I can noiselessly construct to any
prescribed point subterranean passages
either straight or winding, passing if
necessary underneath trenches or a river.

6. I can make armored wagons
carrying artillery, which shall break
through the most serried ranks of the
enemy, and so open a safe passage for
his infantry.

7. If occasion should arise, I can
construct cannon and mortars and light
ordnance in shape both ornamental
and useful, and different from those in
common use.

8. When it is impossible to use
cannon I can supply in their stead
catapults, mangonels, trabocchi, and
other instruments of admirable efficiency
not in general use—In short, as the
occasion requires I can supply infinite
means of attack and defense.

9. And if the fight should take
place upon the sea I can construct many
engines most suitable either for attack or
defense and ships which can resist the
fire of the heaviest cannon, and powders
or weapons.

10. In time of peace, I believe that
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Leonardo da Vinci to the Duke of Milan @ ﬂ

I can give you as complete satisfaction
as anyone else in the construction of
buildings both public and private, and
in conducting water from one place to
another.

I can further execute sculpture in
marble, bronze or clay, also in painting I
can do as much as anyone else, whoever
he may be.

Moreover, I would undertake the
commission of the bronze horse, which
shall endue with immortal glory and
eternal honor the auspicious memory of
your father and of illustrious house of
Sforza.

And if any of the aforesaid things
should seem to anyone impossible or
impracticable, I offer myself as ready
to make trial of them in your park or
in whatever place shall please your
Excellency, to whom I commend myself
with all possible humility.

iAfEdr Word Analysis

embolden [tm'baulden] |71 &5, A EE

ik < SFRBORERAAS

IS AE S, XN T
14 AC 25 TIPS 42 S b ) 30T A 2K L
KIIEBAFTHOCR AR IE /Y
R

WA NI LR A A —
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PATGRR TS Z P 1) Pl T HE 7 TR
NS

Emboldened by the wine, he went over to introduce himself to her.

EENLAE, E ERIE[MMBEINAE.

pontoon [pon'tun] I iFAk; FHFE

Military engineers hurriedly constructed a pontoon bridge across

the river.
TiEEMET E AR
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scaling ladder ['skezlin;'leda(r)] =4
Here is an opening door. Welcome you all who are getting down
from the scaling ladder of real life.
XEB, 2100, WHFBMNETRIRE ETROA

contrivance [ksn'tratvens] [l X 8H; LA
The film is spoilt by unrealistic contrivances of plot.
IXEREE AR A LPRAIZRIBETI4658 T -

subterranean [. sabta'rernian] B
London has 9 miles of such subterranean passages.
B FNT FBEFOREK,

serried ['serid] (fEENFTIE) B4, 50
Above the bush the trees stood in serried ranks.
FIRRZ E BT BB RRBRAI AR .

ordnance [>:dnans] [] K ; 4 (s, £4£%)

Shoes and clothing for the army were scarce, and ordnance
supplies were scarcer.

FEPAMRIREEFIRIR, HestupELD 7 .
stead [sted] [ X%
Foxton was dismissed and John Smith was appointed in his stead.
TESCHTIRARER, ZepiEEtth02L05) - SBEH,
mangonel ['manganel] [ 3% G#L, A4 B
Manginel was widely used in ancient wars.
FEEHES, A8 ZER.
trabocchi 2 [& KAE] M B
Watch out the trabocchi!
IINCBERR !
endue ['dju:] [ &F, BT (444, F8%)

He prayed to God to endue him with wisdom.
Ak LB P EE.
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Leonardo da Vinci to the Duke of Milan @ ﬂ
& - FWBORERAT

RN Grammar Points

(D Having, most illustrious lord, seen and considered the
experiments of all those who pose as masters in the art of
inventing instruments of war, and finding that their inventions
differ in no way from those in common use, I am emboldened,
without prejudice to anyone, to solicit an appointment of
acquainting your Excellency with certain of my secrets.

EAAIFHETFN “T am emboldened...my secrets” ,  “Having seen and
considered...” I “finding...” & 3ial A EAE 73 1RE AR LR

Having no great talents, he lived a normal but happy life.

B AT R, B3 TEXEFE—4%.

) If by reason of the elevation or the strength of its position a
place cannot be bombarded, I can demolish every fortress if its
foundations have not been set on stone.

g NENERA], iR T —DEIERIENG], RPRUEII SIS 24

I

If there is no Einstein, the scientific world will be very different.
MRSEEFENE, HFHRLSDE+HARE.
(3 I can noiselessly construct to any prescribed point subterranean

passages either straight or winding, passing if necessary
underneath trenches or a river.

XA F A — MBS —if necessary, BN “AIRLEMEET
[F]AHE SRS it is necessary 4 5 o

He said he would help Lisa out of debt if necessary.

R ERRHE S BIINHERR RS
@ When it is impossible to use cannon I can supply in their stead

catapults, mangonels, trabocchi, and other instruments of
admirable efficiency not in general use.

XA A — AR “it is impossible/possible/likely/unlikely (for
somebody) to do something” , &R “FAMIEFIEATRERY/AATERERY”
It is possible for you to enter a good university if you work hard.
RBREEH, MBEREL—FAZE.
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244 Famous Classics

There is no royal road to learning.

BUA BB, TSRS

He who seize the right moment, is the right man. — Goethe
WERR LS, O ARG, ——HE

Cease to struggle and you cease to live. — Thomas Carlyle
AL, wEAE, — IR

You have to believe in yourself. That’s the secret of success. —
Charles Chaplin

N AR, R . ——sLIAk

The unexamined life is not worth living. — Socrates

AR TEAER T . —— IR

Living without an aim is like sailing without a compass. — John
Ruskin
AETRECH Hbw, IRIAUERA S 8., — 2

. “It is not our abilities that show what we truly are, it is our

choices.” — Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets

JE MO AREAR), ARBATRARES, TR ATEEE, —
(P - ke 5% )

Work hard! Work will save you. Work is the only thing that will
see you through this. — Sleepless in Seattle

S TARIEY TARRERRR, HSkw TRl R, — (Vi
FIANIRAL )
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My Lord,

I have been lately informed, by
the proprietor of The World, that two
papers, in which my Dictionary is
recommended to the public, were written
by your lordship. To be so distinguished
is an honour which, being very little
accustomed to favours from the great, 1
know not well how to receive, or in what
terms to acknowledge.

When, upon some slight
encouragement, I first visited your
lordship, I was overpowered, like the
rest of mankind, by the enchantment
of your address, and could not forbear
to wish that I might boast myself Le
vainqueur du vainqueur de la terre;—
that I might obtain that regard for which
I saw the world contending; but I found
my attendance so little encouraged, that
neither pride nor modesty would suffer
me to continue it. When I had once
addressed your Lordship in public, I had
exhausted all the art of pleasing which
a retired and uncourtly scholar can
possess. I had done all that I could; and
no man is well pleased to have his all
neglected, be it ever so little.

Samuel Johnson to Lord Chesterfield
BEEUR - Lysidb S UINRF R R N
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Seven years, my lord, have now
passed, since I waited in your outward
rooms, or was repulsed from your door;
during which time I have been pushing
on my work through difficulties, of
which it is useless to complain, and
have brought it, at last, to the verge
of publication, without one act of
assistance, one word of encouragement,
or one smile of favour. Such treatment I
did not expect, for I never had a patron
before.

The shepherd in Virgil grew at last
acquainted with Love, and found him a
native of the rocks.

Is not a patron my lord, one
who looks with unconcern on a man
struggling for life in the water, and, when
he has reached ground, encumbers him
with help? The notice which you have
been pleased to take of my labours, had
it been early, had been kind; but it has
been delayed till I am indifferent, and
cannot enjoy it: till I am solitary, and
cannot impart it; till I am known, and do
not want it. I hope it is no very cynical
asperity not to confess obligations where
no benefit has been received, or to be
unwilling that the public should consider
me as owing that to a patron, which
Providence has enabled me to do for
myself.

Having carried on my work thus far
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Samuel Johnson to Lord Chesterfield
BEBYR - L SINIRH I REER A

with so little obligation to any favourer

of learning, I shall not be disappointed

though I should conclude it, if less be

possible, with less; for I have been long

wakened from that dream of hope, in

which I once boasted myself with so
much exultation.

My Lord,

Your lordship’s most humble,

Most obedient servant,

Sam. Johnson

YAl Word Analysis

proprietor [pra'prarsta(r)]

AN, LE

02

2B TR A HEX
AUGEANZE T RIRFRZNW
WESR A TAEREAT 24
ARG EN I FARAT S B, r A
HILE T 2P, WAL
B BTEYAE D (fafe “AEb”
TMNIRE ), R PEE 2
AR A~ e Bl 1 5 25 1L ik SR A
Fi s LTS, bR ARAE
PR ML AR R
e~
B2 Zasl IO E N
BEER - it

He was the sole proprietor with total management control.

fhRmE—AE, EE2FEEN,

distinguished [d1'stingwift]

F i, FAN

It seems such a pity that a distinguished and honored name
should be commercialized in such a manner.
—EEN. SABHHEFRARESNLELL, IIFRLASERT .

enchantment [1n'tfa:ntmant]

A RAZAR

It was a place of deep mystery and enchantment.

X MREARRAIE AR5 .

retired [r1'tarad]

Hifae; BHIREN

The play starred a well-known retired actress who was intent on

a come-back.

ZRIH—2SHEEHAESRBREREE.
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