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Abstract: As a part of Chinese government reform, government function involves many
attentions. This paper traces the basic condition and theoretical basis of government function
research to search a new theoretical foundation of the research on government function
transformation. Overall, the research focuses on the course of the government function
transformation, dynamic/resistant mechanism, necessity theory foundation and direction, etc.
These studies include two features. One is informal research method, which is lack of clear
awareness of question, rigorous research method and solid theoretical basis. The other is the
“panacea” logic, which includes functional logics, efficient logics and formal logics. These

logics redirect government function transformation, and government function menu is
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constructed based on these logics. But these three logics and the menu can not deepen the
understanding of process and history of Chinese government function transformation, and the
process of Chinese government function transformation is a “black box” as well. So, we need
a new theoretical view to open the black box on the middle-level and process-level.

Keywords: Government function reform; Functional logics; Efficient logics; Formal logics
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