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New Youth is a Milestone of the Spread of
Marxism in China in the Early Period

Tian Ziyu

Abstract: In November 1918, Li Dazhao published Victory of the Common People and Victory
of Bolshevism , marking the beginning of Marxism'’s spread in China in the real sense. The early
period of Marxism's spread in China from then to July 1927 when the Great Revolution failed.
This period can be divided into three stages: the first stage of spontaneous and conscious spread
from November 1918 to September 1920, the second stage of organized spread by the CPC from
September 1920 to June 1922 and the third stage of early adaptation of Marxism to the Chinese
context from July 1922 to July 1927. The red magazine New Youth was a symbol and the origin
of the three stages of “early spread”, which not only starting the bourgeois democratic enlighten-

ment movement, but also fully recording the history of “early spread”.
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Characteristics of the Spread of Marxism in China in the Early Period

Liu Xiaobao

Abstract; In the early 20th century, a number of progressives in the semi-colonial and semi-feudal
society of China extensively spread Marxism in research and introduction with Beijing in the north
and Shanghai in the south as centers echoing each other; maintained close contact with the
masses and promoted popularization of Marxism with workers; kept clarifying misunderstandings
and resolutely defended Marxism in disputes with non-Marxist ideological trends; insisted on
combining study and use and promoting the Party founding activities and spread of Marxism at
the same time; initiated the historical course of adaptation of Marxism to the Chinese context in
practical exploration based on China’s national conditions. As a result, the spread of Marxism in

China in the early period showed salient Chinese characteristics.
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