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Preface

Chinese Course is a series of comprehensive Chinese leaming
materials designed for international students studying in China. The
fi;sf edition was published in 1999, and the second edition in 2006.
Over the years, it has been used by many educational institutions in
China and abroad. The authors are full of gratfitude and aware of
the responsibility they are shouldering.

The fen-plus years since the publication of Chinese Course
has witnessed fast advances in science and technology, rapid
economic development and fremendous changes in the Chinese
society. Certain content and vocabulary in the original edition are
apparently out-of-date, needing to be updated and revised to
meet the needs of teaching and leaming.

Therefore, based on the 2006 edition, we’ve made another
revision following the principles below:

1, Keeping the original stylé of Chinese Course and its
superiorities of being “easy to teach, leam and use”;

2. Substituting new content and vocabulary for the outdated
ones in the books;

3. Making proper adjustments and supplements to certain
sections in the books;

4. Adding a matching Leaming Guide to give students befter
directions for studying and using each book.

The third edition of Chinese COU/SQ is composed of three levels
(each including sublevels A and B), 76 lessons in total. For institutions
granting undergraduate degrees, it takes one year to finish; for non-
degree-granting institutions, teachers can use the books flexibly
based on their instructional targets and goails.

The specifics are as follows:
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:;::‘kTargeT‘ed af:

'Beginning— and elementory—level Chinese Icnguage leamers.

Class hours:
. o Books 1 and 2 (50 lessons) are for the first semester of the first
'yecxr. It is suggesfed that each of the 25 lessons in Book 1 take two
:classk hours (1 class hour = 50 manu’res) and each of the 25 lessons
 in Book 2 fake four class hours,

Book 3 (26 !eséonsj is for the second semester of the first year. It
is suggested that each lesson take six class hours.

The guiding concept of this series is to gradually improve the
language skills of beginners in their first year in listening, speaking,
redding and wiiting, to cultivate their Chinese communication
abillities and meanwhile o lay a foundation for their study in the
second year through classroom instruction and practice based on

~ the teaching of linguistic elements such as pronunciation, grammar,
vocabulary and Chinese characters,

The,fhird edition of Chinese Course has many new highlights
in ferms of content and form. The goal we are striving for is still to
mdke'jhis over 10-year-old series of Chinese leaming materials “easy

~ to teach, leamn and use” so that it can better serve the cause of
international Chinese education.
' This revision is based on a lot of research and the opinions
and suggestions from eXperts and teachers and has received great
“suppor’r from Bemng Language and Cuh‘ure Universny Press. We
hereby express our sincere gratitude.
; We look forword to opinions and suggestions from all the users,
including teachers and students, which will help us keep lmproVing
and updating. ”

The authors
March, 2016
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Introduction to the Structure

Each lesson in Books 1 and 2 of Chinese Course consists of five sections: text,
new words, notes, phonetics/grammar, and exercises.

1. Text

Texts in Books 1 and 2 are in large practical conversations, interspersed with
some narrative passages.

Texts are the most important part of the textbooks and the main content of
classroom teaching. They are where grammar and vocabulary are used. Grammar
is only the structural support for the writing of texts, an implicit line. Without texts,
grammar will have nothing to be carried on. Classroom Chinese teaching at the
elementary level should combine the syntactic structures, semantic meanings and
pragmatic use of sentences through an orderly, gradual advance based on the
difficulty of grammair, It is important to help students understand the context where a
sentence is used and let them know gradually what to say in a certain context.

Our aim is for students to learn the text under the guidance of grammar and to
improve students’ language skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as
their Chinese communication skills by instructional means such as reading the text
aloud, recitation and sentence writing. In class, teachers should concentrate their
effort on leading students to listen to, read and retell the text. All the new words, notes

and grammatical explanations are provided to serve the teaching of the text.

2. New Words

Books 1 and 2 list over 1,600 new words in total. When selecting these new
words, we ook full account of their frequency of use and confrolled the number of
them in each lesson. In class, explanation and practice of new words should not be
isolated from sentences because only sentences and texts can define the specific
contextual meaning of a word.

3. Notes

The notes at the stage of phonetics are mainly basics of Chinese phonetic
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knowledge, and those at the stage of grammar and syntax are mainly explanations
of some simple language points and cultural background knowledge. As for the
sentences that appear in the texts but the language points in them are not to be
explained at the moment, the notes will help students understand their meanings by
providing their franslation.

4. Phonetics/Grammar

This series devotes 10 lessons to intensive phonetic teaching. But strictly
speaking, pronunciation and intonation training should be provided throughout the
whole process of classroom teaching at the elementary stage. The importance of
phonetic training can’t be stressed enough. It should be noted that coming to the
stage of sentence patterns and short passages, phonetic teaching should certainly
be conducted in combination with reading aloud, reciting and retelling the texts. The
phonetic exercises included in the exercise section are only for prompting purposes.

Grammar in this series isn’t necessarily systematic, but the arrangement of
grammar points follows a set of rules, strictly observing the principle of a gradual
increase in difficulty. Therefore, it will be difficult for teachers to start with Book 3
without finishing the feaching tasks in Books 1 and 2. It is noteworthy that in this series
grammatical structures are the means by which texts are explained and students
are taught to speak Chinese under the guidance of grammar. Because of that,
grammatical explanations are made as concise and to the point as possible and
focus on the semantic meanings and pragmatic functions of language structures,
teaching students how fo apply grammar in their speaking, writing and expression. In
class, feachers should demonstrate the grammar points by various visual instructional
means such as pictures, gestures and software to help students understand and
grasp the meaning, function and context of each grammar point, create a close
connection among grammar, context and communication, and improve students’
Chinese communication ability.

5. Exercises

The design of exercises in this series follows the rule of language learning
and acquisition that progresses frorn comprehension, imitation and memorization
to mastery and application. The exercises fall into several types, including
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comprehension, imitation, communication, etc., catering to the needs of both
classroom teaching and self-study. Teachers can use them flexibly based on the
specific circumstances. All the exercises of objective questions are provided with
answers, which can be found in the resource center of Chinese Course (at www.
blcup.com).

One of the things that make CFL (Chinese as a foreign language) teaching
different from first language teaching is that the teaching of language elements
cannot be isolated from the training in language and communication skills.
Classroom teaching is a process of feacher-student interaction and a combination of
explanation and practice. For phonetic teaching and teaching of grammmar, sentence
pattems, words and expressions and passages alike, the priority should be given to
practice and communication, and effort should be put more intfo practice than
explanation. Only in this way can good teaching effects be achieved.

The authors
March, 2016
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