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A long time ago, there was a huge apple tree. A little boy loved to come and
lay around it every day. He climbed to the tree top, ate the apples, took a nap
under the shadow... He loved the tree and the tree loved playing with him.

Time went by, the little boy had grown up and he no longer played around
the tree every day. One day, the boy came back to the tree and he looked sad.
“Come and play with me,” the tree asked the boy. “I am no longer a kid, and I
don’t play around trees anymore.” The boy replied, “I want toys. I need money to
buy them.” “Sorry, I don’t have money...but you can pick all my apples and sell
them. Then you will have money.” The boy was so excited. He grabbed all the
apples on the tree and left happily. The boy never came back after he picked the
apples. The tree was sad.

One day, the boy returned and the tree was so excited. “Come and play with
me,” the tree said. “I don’t have time to play. I have to work for my family. We
need a house for shelter. Can you help me?” “Sorry, but I don’t have a house.
But you can chop off my branches to build your house.” So the boy cut all the
branches off the tree and left happily. The tree was glad to see him happy but
the boy never came back since then. The tree was again lonely and sad.

One hot summer day, the boy returned and the tree was delighted. “Come
and play with me!” the tree said. “I am sad and getting old. I want to go sailing
to relax myself. Can you give me a boat?” “Use my trunk to build your boat. You
can sail far away and be happy.” So the boy cut the tree trunk to make a boat.
He went sailing and never showed up for a long time. The tree was happy, but it
was not true.

Finally, the boy returned after he left for so many years. “Sorry, my boy, but
I don’t have anything for you anymore. No more apples for you...” the tree said.

1
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“l don’t have teeth to bite,” the boy replied.

“No more trunk for you to climb on.”

“I am too old for that now,” the boy said.

“I really can’t give you anything... the only thing left is my dying roots,” the
tree said with tears.

“I don’t need much now, just a place to rest. | am tired after all these years.”
The boy replied.

“Good! Old tree root is the best place to lean on and rest. Come, Come sit
down with me and rest.” The boy sat down and the tree was glad and smiled
with tears...

This is a story of everyone. The tree is our parents. When we were young, we
loved to play with Mom and Dad... When we grown up, we left them, and only
came to them when we need something or when we are in trouble. No matter
what, parents will always be there and give everything they could to make you
happy. You may think that the boy is cruel to the tree but that’s how all of us
treat our parents.

Take time out during the day for quiet time to listen to your inner voice.
You may want to use your quiet time to meditate (4H) or pray. However you
use this time, the key is to shut out all the noise around you by focusing deep
within yourself. Breathing deeply during quiet time will also help you focus.
I know it’s hard to find quiet time during a particularly busy day, but it’s so
important — even if it’s just 10 minutes a day and you have to sneak away to
get it. Quiet time can really make a difference in your life. It enables you to hear
God speaking to your heart reminding you of his perfect love for you.

Be honest with yourself by paying attention to your actions. Actions speak
louder than words, and they always tell the truth. What do your actions say
about you? If you say you love your job, but your actions say otherwise, which
do you think is more true—your words or your actions? On the other hand, if
you say you’re not good at a certain job, but your actions say otherwise, that’s
also important. What do you do with this insight? You can use it to make more
beneficial choices in your life. By being honest with yourself based on your
previous actions, your actions moving forward will be based on truth instead of
just what you tell yourself.

Despite what your subconscious may be telling you, you can have love with
no limits. The key is to unconditionally love yourself first.

(Words: 823)



How many times did the boy go back to the tree and get something he
needed?

How did the boy get toys for himself, a shelter for his family, and a boat for
sailing?

Why does the writer think the boy in the story was cruel to the tree?
According to the writer, what is important to us in such a busy world?

What does the sentence “Actions speak louder than words.” mean in the
second paragraph from the bottom?

What is the main idea of the passage?
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There was a rich merchant who had four wives. He loved the fourth wife the
most and adorned (§147) her with rich robes and treated her to delicacies (£%K2
1%). He took great care of her and gave her nothing but the best.

He also loved the third wife very much. He’s very proud of her and always
wanted to show off her to his friends. However, the merchant is always in great
fear that she might run away with some other man.

He too, loved his second wife. She is a very considerate person, always
patient and in fact is the merchant’s confidante (%liC}). Whenever the merchant
faced some problems, he always turned to his second wife and she would always
help him out and tide (#8)----- f£id) him through difficult times.

Now, the merchant’s first wife is a very loyal partner and has made great
contributions in maintaining his wealth and business as well as taking care of
the household. However, the merchant did not love the first wife and although
she loved him deeply, he hardly took notice of her.

One day, the merchant fell ill. Before long, he knew that he was going to die
soon. He thought of his luxurious life and told himself, “Now I have four wives
with me. But when I die, I'll be alone. How lonely I'll be!”

Thus, he asked the fourth wife, “I loved you most, endowed (43 T) you with
the finest clothing and showered great care over you. Now that I'm dying, will
you follow me and keep me company?” “No way!” replied the fourth wife and she
walked away without another word.

The answer cut like a sharp knife right into the merchant’s heart. The sad
merchant then asked the third wife, “I have loved you so much for all my life.
Now that I'm dying, will you follow me and keep me company?” “No!” replied the
third wife. “Life is so good over here! I'm going to remarry when you die!” The

4



merchant’s heart sank and turned cold.

He then asked the second wife, “I always turned to you for help and you've
always helped me out. Now I need your help again. When I die, will you follow
me and keep me company?” “I'm sorry, I can’t help you out this time!” replied
the second wife. “At the very most, I can only send you to your grave.” The
answer came like a bolt of thunder and the merchant was devastated (& /0A0%).

Then a voice called out: “I'll leave with you. I'll follow you no matter where
you go.” The merchant looked up and there was his first wife. She was so
skinny, almost like she suffered from malnutrition (&7 R). Greatly grieved,
the merchant said, “I should have taken much better care of you while I could
have!”

Actually, we all have four wives in our lives.

The fourth wife is our body. No matter how much time and effort we lavish (K
EE{£7%) in making it look good, it’ll leave us when we die.

Our third wife is our possessions, status and wealth. When we die, they all
go to others.

The second wife is our family and friends. No matter how close they had
been there for us when we’re alive, the furthest they can stay by us is up to the
grave.

The first wife is in fact our soul, often neglected in our pursuit of material,
wealth and sensual (‘&) pleasure.

Guess what, it is actually the only thing that follows us wherever we go.
Perhaps it’s a good idea to cultivate and strengthen it now rather than to wait
until we’re on our deathbed to lament (H#R).

(Words: 628)
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The third wife was the proudest one because the merchant always
showed off her to his friends.

The man trusted his second wife most because she was the one who he
could get help from.

The husband thought highly of his first wife because of her loyalty to
him and the contribution she made to the family.

The dying merchant tried to decide which of his four wives should keep
him company when he died.

By telling him that it was beyond her ability to help him this time, the
second wife made the man fall into despair.

When he knew that the woman was willing to go with him, the man
regretted not having taken good care of his first wife.

The writer tells us that the story is actually a fable by saying we all
have four wives in our lives.

According to the story, our soul will follow us only when we pay great
attention to it.
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Fingerprints

The use of fingerprint evidence by detectives when tracking down criminals
is now very common, but it was only at the beginning of the 20th century that
its value was realized.

Fingerprinting was in use in a few places by 1903, but in that year an event
occurred which convinced most of the police forces of the world that they should
set up their own fingerprint departments.

A criminal was taken to a prison in Kansas, in the USA. He was
photographed, and had his height, weight and other physical details noted.
While this was going on, an official of the prison walked into the room and gave
a gasp of surprise. According to him, this new prisoner was already in prison,
and was at that moment busy in one of the workshops! The new prisoner said
that this could not be true—he had never been in prison in his life.

The other man was brought from the workshop and the two stood side
by side. The officials thought that they were seeing double. The two men
were identical. It was impossible to tell them apart. But how could one
be distinguished from the other? This was the problem facing the prison
authorities.

To make the coincidence (F54) even stranger, the two men shared not only
the same appearance, but also the same name—William West!

It was decided to try the new method of identification and the men were
fingerprinted. Here at last their resemblance (fi{Ll¥f) ended: their fingerprints
were quite different. Fingerprinting had taken a big step towards recognition.

It is estimated that the chance of two fingerprints being identical is less
than one in sixty-four billion! And this is not to speak of the prints of three or
four fingers, let alone ten, being identical.
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Some criminals try to outwit (fi#3) the experts by removing their fingerprints
with acid, but their pain is for nothing. Fingerprints go deep; the pattern returns
exactly as before.

Fingerprinting achieved one of its greatest successes in 1948, in England.
On May 15 a four-year-old girl was taken from her cot in a hospital of northern
England and murdered. Her body was found in a nearby field. When the police
arrived, they examined the woodwork, walls, windows, doors, cots, tables
and chairs inside and outside the hospital ward for fingerprints. These were
compared with the prints of the hospital staff. At the end of this examination,
one set of prints was still unidentified; these were found on a feeding-bottle
underneath the little girl’s cot. Only the murderer could have left them.

The police could find no prints to match those of the murderer in their files,
and for a time it seemed as if this terrible crime would go unsolved. Then a big
decision was made: to fingerprint the whole adult population of Blackburn, the
city where the crime had taken place.

It was a gigantic task. Nothing like it had been attempted before. It meant
the taking of more than 40,000 prints, and these had to be taken voluntarily;
no innocent person can be forced to give a fingerprint. However, people were so
outraged by the murder in their town that very few refused to cooperate. The
work went on for ten weeks, but when the task was seemingly complete, no
prints had been found to compare with those left on the bottle by the murderer.
Then, almost by chance, it was discovered that a list of 800 men had been
overlooked!

Out went the squads (/h4]) of detectives once more to gather the remaining
fingerprints. They probably felt their work would be in vain, but in fact it was
richly rewarded. On August 12 someone in the fingerprint office jumped up and
shouted, “We’ve got him! It’s here!” The murderer’s prints had been found.

The police arrested the owner of the matching prints, a twenty-two-year-old
man. At his trial, the jury found him guilty.

Fingerprints can also protect the innocent. On one occasion, at the Old
Bailey, London, a witness was accused of being a convicted thief. The woman
was even identified by a policeman, who said that he had seen her being
sentenced, and by the victim of the theft she was supposed to have committed.
But her fingerprints proved that she was not the real thief at all—even though
they shared the same name!

(Words: 733)



Please choose the best answer to each of the following
questions.

1. The prisoner in Kansas
A. had already been in prison
B. was the twin brother of another criminal
C. resembled another prisoner in looks
D. was identified only by his photo
2. It can be inferred from the Blackburn murder case that
A. the murderer might not have committed any crime before
B. the murderer was one of the hospital staff A
C. many innocent people were forced to give their prints
D. the police worked very hard but in vain
3. What was the general public’s attitude towards the murder in Blackburn?
A. Indifferent. B. Angry. C. Hesitant. D. Pessimistic.
4. The case in the last paragraph is written in orderto
A. show that the woman was identified as the thief by her fingerprints
B. tell the reader that the woman and the thief had the same name
C. support the first sentence of the same paragraph
D. carry further the ideas of the earliest paragraphs
5. The main idea of this passage is to tell that
A. fingerprinting as a method of identifying criminals does not have a long
history
B. till now fingerprinting is the only way to identify criminals
C. very few fingerprints look identical and they can hardly be removed
D. fingerprinting is an effective way to prove one’s innocence or guilt
6. Which type of writing does the passage belong to?
A. Narration.
B. Argumentation.
C. Exposition.
D. Description.



