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Tell Mommy...I Love Her...

John had been on the road visiting clients for more than three weeks. He couldn’ t
wait to get back to Ohio to see his wife and children. It was coming up to Mother’ s Day,
and he usually tried to make it “back home” ,but this year he was just too tired. He was in
a small town just outside of Little Rock when he drove by a flower shop. He said to him-
self, “I know what I will do.I’1l send Mom some roses. ”

He went into the small shop and saw a young man talking to the clerk. “ How many
roses can I get for six dollars, ma’ am?” the boy asked. The clerk was trying to explain that
roses were expensive. Maybe the young man would be happy with carnations.

“No. I have to have roses,” he said. “My Mom was sick so much last year and I
didn’ t get to spend much time with her. I want to get something special. It has to be red
roses , because that’ s her favorite. ”

The clerk looked up at John and was just shaking her head. Something inside of John
was touched by the boy’ s voice. He wanted to get those roses so badly. ®John has been
blessed in his business,and he looked at the clerk and silently mouthed that he would pay

for the boy’ s roses.

The clerk looked at the young man and said, “ Okay,I will give you a dozen red roses
for your six dollars. " The young man almost jumped into the air. He took the flowers and

ran from the store. @It was worth the extra thirty-five dollars just to see that burst of emo-

tion.

John ordered his own flowers and had the clerk make sure that the flowers would be
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delivered including a note telling his mother how much he loved her. As he drove away
from the shop,he was feeling very good. He caught a red light about two blocks from the
shop. As he waited he saw the boy walking down the sidewalk briskly. He watched him
cross the street and enter a park through two huge gates. Suddenly , he realized it wasn’t a
park. It was a cemetery. He could see the young man turn in by the gate and walk along

the fence.

The light changed,and slowly John crossed the intersection. @He pulled over and on

an impulse got out and began to follow the boy down the fence line. John was on the side-
walk , thirty or forty steps behind the boy,who walked inside the cemetery fence. The young
man stopped by a small monument and went down to his knees. He carefully laid the roses
on the grave and began to sob. John felt like an intruder but he just couldn’t leave. @He
looked at the little boy’ s heaving shoulders and listened to his muted crying.

He heard the young man saying as he cried , “Mommy ,oh , Mommy ,why didn’t I tell
you how much I love you? Why didn’t I tell you one more time? Jesus,please find my
Mommy. Tell my Mommy I love her. ”

John turned his back. With tears in his eyes, he walked into his car. He drove back
quickly to the flower shop and told the clerk he would take the flowers personally. He wanted

to tell his mother one more time just how much he loved her.
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. client n. customer & J

. Ohio HZHIN , 36 FE AR ER B — M

. carnation n. ft J4&

. burst n. sudden outbreak of sth. &%

. deliver v. take (letters, parcels, goods ,etc. ) to the places or people they are addressed to j#i%

. briskly adv. actively, energetically X& 71 75 iili b ; A= L 2h 3 b

. cemetery n. area of land,not a churchyard, used for burying the dead /A 2L ; [

. fence n. #E: ’

. intersection n. crossroad +F#& M

. pull over {54

. impulse 7. sudden urge to act without thinking about the results 13 ;. Ifil 3¢ 5

. fence line n. {1425

. monument n. 454

. grave n. B EL

. intruder n. person or thing that intrudes, esp. sb. who enters another’ s property illegally A {Z
i THE

16. personally adv. not represented by another;in person 3 H
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(DJohn has been blessed in his business, and he looked at the clerk and silently
mouthed that he would pay for the boy’ s roses. 4B A 4 B —HEA X, MBETHEER,
PRt e T AN O R, ROR B RN B B BB

@1t was worth the extra thirty-five dollars just to see that burst of emotion. &f 58 #
HMAHLOE , BT 35 RIT AL B B RER.

(@He pulled over and on an impulse got out and began to follow the boy down the

fence line. fIAEHF 3| — i1, FEIF& L K IK{E T E T %, BRE S B 55 15 F M E
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@He looked at the little boy’ s heaving shoulders and listened to his muted crying. fth
BE/NBER AR —8 80 R B, V& T R0,
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1. Why did John want to give her mother flowers himself at the end of the story?

2. Have you ever told your mother you love her except when you were a child? Why
or why not?

3. What kind of gift would you like to give your mother next Mother’ s Day?
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The Magical Coat

My 14-year-old son,John,and I spotted the coat simultaneously. @It was hanging on a

rack at a secondhand clothing store in Northampton Mass , crammed in with shoddy trench

coats and an assortment of sad,woolen overcoats—a rose among thorns.
@While the other coats drooped, this one looked as if it were holding itself up. The
thick ,black wool of the double-breasted chesterfield was soft and unworn ,as though it had

been preserved in mothballs for years in dead old Uncle Henry’ s steamer trunk. The coat
had a black velvet collar, beautiful tailoring, a Fifth Avenue label and an unbelievable
price of $28. We looked at each other, saying nothing, but John’s eyes gleamed. Dark,
woolen topcoats were popular just then with teenage boys,but could cost several hundred
dollars new. ®This coat was even better, bearing that touch of classic elegance from a by-

gone era.
John slid his arms down into the heavy satin lining of the sleeves and buttoned the

coat. ®He turned from side to side,eyeing himself in the mirror with a serious, studied ex-

pression that soon changed into a smile. The fit was perfect.

John wore the coat to school the next day and came home wearing a big grin. “ How
did the kids like your coat?”I asked. “They loved it,” he said, carefully folding it over the
back of a chair and smoothing it flat. I started calling him*“ Lord Chesterfield” and “ The
Great Gatsby. ”

Over the next few weeks,a change came over John. Agreement replaced contrariness,
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quiet , reasoned discussion replaced argument. He became more judicious, more mannerly,
more thoughtful ,eager to please. “Good dinner,Mom,” he would say every evening.

He would generously loan his younger brother his tapes and lecture him on the nice-
ties of behaviour ; without a word of objection, he would carry in wood for the stove. GOne

day when I suggested that he might start on homework before dinner, John—a veteran pro-

crastinator—said, “ You’ re right. I guess I will. ”

When I mentioned this incident to one of his teachers and remarked that I didn’t
know what caused the changes, she said laughingly. “It must be his coat!” Another teacher
told him she was giving him a good mark not only because he had earned it but because
she liked his coat. At the library,we ran into a friend who had not seen our children in a
long time, “Could this be John?” he asked,looking up to John’ s new height ,assessing the
cut of his coat and extending his hand,one gentleman to another.

John and I both know we should never mistake a person’s clothes for the real person

within them. @But there is something to be said for wearing a standard of excellence for

the world to see, for practising standards of excellence in thought, speech, and behaviour,

and for matching what is on the inside to what is on the outside.

Sometimes , watching John leave for school,1’ ve remembered with a keen sting what it
felt like to be in the eighth grade—a time when it was as easy to try on different approa-
ches to life as it was to try on a coat. The whole world , the whole future is stretched out a-
head ,a vast panorama where all the doors are open. And if I were there right now,I would

picture myself walking through those doors wearing my wonderful , magical coat.

R

1. simultaneously adv. at the same time [&) i},

2. rack n. a frame or shelf in or on which objects (e. g. letters, plates, luggage etc. ) are put until
they are wanted or needed X% ;472548

3. cram v. to fill very full ZEi, HEiH

4. shoddy adj. of poor material or quality 45 i/

5. assortment n. a mixture or variety &2 & FE ; 4402

6. droop v. to (cause to) hang down T3

7. double-breasted adj. FUHEZ 1fY

8. chesterfield n. —Ffj KA

9. mothball n. a small ball of a chemical used to protect clothes from clothes moths T4 ER

10. steamer trunk —7 3472544

11. gleam v. to shine faintly [N} ; [N %

12. topcoat n. 53{E KK

13. satin n. ¥
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14. lining n. (a) covering on the inside % H

15. The Great Gatsby X EEZKIELZEASLAE (F - Scott Fitzgerald) 35 4 /MSL( T Al I 35 3%
HYFHEALATRL, MEEBCHEAT S LR S A ERBHEIES, £
FHEXEAX—HEHETEAAR T EHINEZ S KRR T

16. come over fl{¥

17. contrariness n. 2 X} ; Xt

18. judicious adj. showing wisdom and good sense BAE 1), ¥ B

19. veteran adj. experienced FIR M ; E 4k
20. procrastinator n. a person who usually delays or puts off doing sth. 3 ZE#

21. sting n. any sharp pain of body or mind ; wounding effect ( B A B AE# _t (K)) B ; ¥ R 19

YemH
22. panorama n. view of a wide area £ 5%

RESME

CAREREDRE XERPEMN A E S, O, RRARNITHRAE,BENSH
XS, — AR ERE—-ERE LR ABRAEINATRINEREBRAX
o —IRETH RS EERE N ASH A BEBBKRE, AR R
MABARES G NE THEFERIFHER,

XRHENRXT ARG ILFARHEROBREL, EFREFE K
BB RAET, AR E 3R b T X B 24T L B AR IR X R AR A A
& Ft+ae s BERILMERY ZITMKERBTHERBR—F. EFLAKZE
LA, AT RS R EAILS , ME W AR, — SRR R 48X
A BT R TRICRA W B, b B R B T xR 5 AR MALE A
. BRAEEWIFE— R BEHIMENEEZN , EXENERE MEEH—BOEHEN T
X EH)FEE :“John and I both know we should never mistake a person’s clothes for the
real person within them. But there is something to be said for wearing a standard of excel-
lence for the world to see, for practising standards of excellence in thought,speech,and be-
haviour,and for matching what is on the inside to what is on the outside. " A] I, , fE & & &
HEFRANTIMEHARRRBENE, NERAREE BRIBA N ZASERTER , BLX
e8GR S AATEh EERIT I FE B0An e X BISMERMNERN S —.

¥Rl The Magical Coat INMUAE Y2 JLF AR R, R REdL R 18 RE e B A A
HEE. JLFEERKFTAMFRRARL , AR — 457 A AR BT BE O i 1 2 B fn B
FRMEAR , F R E RKIE ST ARERM AR,
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(DIt was hanging on a rack at a secondhand clothing store in Northampton Mass,

crammed in with shoddy trench coats and an assortment of sad, woolen overcoats—a rose
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