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Preface

How time flies! When we are reviewing the draft of our
forthcoming third edition Qipao publication, it came to
our realization that the second book which we thought
was still quite recent was actually published more than

two years ago!

The past year, we continued our venture to distant
places like Hong Kong, Japan and the U.S. where we
interviewed ladies and their descendants originally
from the legendary prominent Shanghai families. They
generously opened their closets, wardrobes and chests
for us and let us take their saved Qipaos.They entrusted
their invaluable Qipaos to us and we brought them back
to Shanghai! We have been doing our best to collect their
heirloom Qipaos! Since these Qipaos cannot be replaced
and sadly are on the verge of total extinction, our primary
objective is to let people at least get a chance to catch a
glimpse of them along with the women who wore them in
the past. In fact, we are gearing up for a final search and
rescue mission to collect even more precious Shanghai
style Qipaos and our charge can be literally summarised

in two words: “Get them!”

Fortunately, with the continuous supports and assistances
from our “most ardent friends and supporters”, this year

was another rich harvest!

New En-mei, who is the niece of Honorary Chairman
Soong Ching-ling, opened a camphorwood chest
untouched for thirty years and she discovered a floor-

length Qipao lined with fox fur. The long gown was

more than a century old and is part of the New family’s
collection. The garment belonged to her grandmother
Kwei Kyung N. New, she was a maternal aunt of the
Soong sisters and brothers. In the trunk, there were two
brocade fur-lined Qipao gowns as well. They belonged
to En-mei’s mother Catherine L. Lau, the wife of Dr
Way-ling New, a famous medical physician in the early
twentieth century. Both pieces were over eighty-years-
old, and to our astonishment, one of them was lined with

leopard fur!

Lucia Hwong Gordon, a former granddaughter-in-law of
Mr and Mrs T. V. Soong, previously donated two Qipaos
of Laura C. Soong, and this time she furnished us with
another three of Laura’s lace Qipaos. Lucia was incredibly
gracious to allow us to photograph some other Qipaos at
her New York Sth Ave. townhouse. Those Qipaos were
personally given to her by Mrs. Soong more than two or
three decades ago. From that visit, in particular, we were
able to view some of the best pearl embroidered Qipaos
from early days of modern China! Sheng Cheng-qian, the
great-granddaughter of Sheng Hsuan-huai, donated eight
Qipaos belonging to her mother, Sheng Peng Ju-ying. She
provided us with another twenty pieces again during the
Chinese New Year and urged her relatives in Hong Kong
to bring them back to Shanghai. Gu Jia-lian, a grandson
of the owner of the old Paramount Club in Shanghai,
flew from Hong Kong to Vancouver just to deliver fifteen
of his mother, Chen Tian-zheng’s Qipaos. Mr. David Au,
who lives in Hong Kong, did the same identical thing as

En-mei. He too unlocked three wooden chests for us to



retrieve his mother’s beautiful Qipaos. Mr. Au permitted
us to select ten pieces for our collection. Mr. Yung Tsung-
chin’s grandson Mr. Jimmy Wang and his wife Lucy gave
us all Sally Y. Wang’s 78 beautiful Qipaos after Jimmy’s
stepmother Sally passed away. Their donation greatly
increases our “Yung Family’s Special Qipao Collection”.
Li Ming-qiu from Beijing and Vivian Yeh, Larrayne Chu
from the US who are the descendants of Yung De-sheng
also contributed their shares to the collection of the Yung

family Qipao.

While we were so delighted with all these Qipao
contributions, the largest one during the year actually
befell from Dr Koo’s family. The wife of renowned
diplomat Dr Wellington Koo, “Shanghai Goddess”
Juliana Y. Koo (who passed away in May 2017 in New
York at the age of 111) left behind more than one
hundred Qipaos. While Her daughters, Genevieve and
Shirley, donated most of her belongings to the Shanghai
Jiading Museum, however, all her Qipaos were bestowed
upon us in eight large boxes! They were temporarily
stored in the New York apartment of Mr. Julian Suez who
is the grandson of Zoen-fong How, the founder of the
well-known Shanghai Commercial Press. Eventually, we

were able to transfer all those Qipaos back to Shanghai.

Ying-ying Tsien, a granddaughter of Dr. Koo, was also
an impassioned enlistee in our “Qipao Rescue Mission”.
She not only provided all her mother’s Qipaos to us, but
also encouraged her relative Dawn Tsien to do the same.

Dawn’s mother, Lois Y. Tsien passed away in 1998, and

Dawn held on to her mother’s Qipaos for more than 20

years, only to let us take exclusive custody of them now.

Ying-ying Tsien also contacted Eddie King, the grandson
of Wensz King who was a famous diplomat in the
Nationalist China era. Eddie donated seven Qipaos
from his grandmother Mefonne and three Qipaos from
his mother Anna, the daughter of Y. C. Koo, a famous

Shanghai financier.

Although New York City is thousands of miles away,
interestingly, so far it has been the most significant area
to retrieve Qipaos on our mission! In the first half of this
year, many people living in New York City provided their
old Qipaos to us. Those generous donors include: Jean
Sa’s daughter Sophie; Mr. Y. C. Ho’s daughter Helen H.
Chiang; famous attorney Hsu Sze-hao’s daughter-in-law
Jean Hsu; elder statesman in the era of Nationalist China,
Z. Y. Chow’s daughter Mabel C. Chang; the founder of
Shanghai Commercial Press Zoen-fong How’s grandson
Julian Suez; and How’s great-granddaughter Genevieve
Wong; famous physician E C. Yen’s granddaughter Chen
Guo-feng and Dr Way-ling New’s granddaughter Mary
New.

Since past two years’ yield was so abundant, what we are
revealing in this book is only a fraction of out recent rich

harvest!

Besides our publications, four Qipao exhibitions were

held over the course of the past two years. In September
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2017, a month-long exhibition of the “Qipaos of
the Koo Family” was held in Jiading-Nanxiang. The
exhibition unveiled thirty Qipaos from Koo family and
the Shanghai’s rich past. In March 2018, there was a
collective exhibition titled “Qipaos Worn by the Soong
Sisters and Their Family Members” in collaboration with
the “Soong Ching-ling Former Residence Museum” and
“The Residence’s Management Centre” in Beijing. Lasting
about two months, this exhibition displayed twenty-five
Qipaos from the Soong family. On “Cultural Heritage
Day” in June 2018, another presentation of the Soong
family’s Qipaos was held at one of their former residences
in Shanghai. It lasted about ten days with a toral of
twenty-nine Qipaos on display. Beyond our expectations,
the exhibition attracted so many enthusiastic viewers
from all over the city, the patrons had to wait outside
patiently in long lines to enter. Immediately after that,
in July we collaborated with the Heng Fu Group in
Shanghai’s Xu Hui District at Jian Ye Li, which is poised
to become another major tourist attraction ininstalled,
under the theme of “Qipaos and the Old Western
Mansions in Shanghai” where forty of Shanghai’s grande
dames’ Qipaos were displayed. Preparations are also
underway for another three Qipao installations later
in the year: “Qipaos of the Yung Family” in Wuxi and
Shanghai, and an enhanced exhibition of “Qipaos of the

Koo Family” at Jiading Museum.

In the past years, we made enormous strides in our
mission. In fact, we came across several high-grade quality

Qipaos tailored under the label “Monique”. Initially, we

thought this was just another high-class tailor brand that
the Shanghai ladies preferred. But soon we found out
from Mr. Otto Wu of Hong Kong that “Monique” was
actually a ladies Qipao boutique. It was owned by Sylvia
K. Yeh, the daughter of L. S. Kwok who was the owner
of the world-renowned Wing On Department Store.
Sylvia K. Yeh opened her upscale boutique in 1949 and
it immediately appealed to all the Shanghai and Hong
Kong ladies of high-society. The boutique was specialized
in railoring excellent quality and high fashion Qipaos.
Despite the fact, for many years now the business is
no longer in operation, Sylvia K. Yeh and her husband
Tony Yeh still live in Hong Kong, albeit they are in
frail health due to their age. Recognizing this, it raised
our tremendous interests in Hong Kong once more.
We revisited Hong Kong to learn more about Shanghai
Qipao’s development there. It is not too difficult to say
that after 1949 Hong Kong was the most famous enclave
for Shanghai-styled Qipaos! After Shanghai, Hong Kong
became another breeding ground for ladies’ high fashion,
including Qipao! During that time, no matter where
the Shanghai dames lived, they would all travel to Hong
Kong to custom tailor their Qipaos. This is no doubt a
significant development for Shanghai styled Qipaos that
one can not easily overlook. For this very reason, we have
opened up our Hong Kong map again, identifying places
like Kowloon, Kennedy Road, Fort Street etc. Seeing
what these places had to offer, one could not stop and

gaze at these landmark locations on the map!

It is our good fortune, or perhaps even God’s given



mission, that had led us to be able to touch with our
own hands on these lovely and priceless Qipaos worn
by so many famous grande dames of a bygone era. To
keep preserving the cultural legacy of Shanghai is our
utmost desire to continue this meaningful project with
steadfast determination. Only with your help in our
Qipao endeavours, can we accomplish this commitment.
Each time another Qipao is unearthed, it is as if we are
replanting one more beautiful blossom in what is an

otherwise beautiful garden.

Song Lu-Xia, Jeanette Zee, Zhou Tie-zhi
January 2019
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o1 ] S i A M 2 ) A Collection of Qipaos from Chinals

Prominent Families (11

Madam Soong Ching-ling was born into a Christian

missionary and industrialist family in Shanghai. Hailed as
a notable patriot, internationalist and communist, Madam
Soong Ching-ling was also known all over the world as one
of the greatest women of the 20th century and the Honorary
Chairman of the People’s Republic of China. In her youth,
she admired and followed China’s great revolutionary pioneer
Dr. Sun Yat-sen. For nearly 70 years of her life, she made
painstaking efforts to dedicate herself to the revolutionary
causes of the Chinese people, especially for the welfare of
women and children. She made an indelible contribution
to China and earned the love and admiration of its people.
All her life, she was fond of wearing a Qipao. After the
establishment of the New China, she would still wear a Qipao
to attend many official government ceremonies. This black

silkk Qipao with a white and green floral print on it was a gift

Madam Soong Ching—ling
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Madam Soong gave to her American friend Polly Babcock
during the Sino-Japanese War. At the time Polly Babcock
was on her way to the US to raise funds for China’s War of
Resistance Against Japan. Madam Soong told Polly: “It is my
hope that you wear a traditional Chinese Qipao while raising
funds for China.” Polly was delighted to accept Madam
Soong’s gift of a Qipao, and she wore it with pride during all
her fundraising activities in the U.S. Indeed while wearing
this Qipao, Polly Babcock was successful in raising the much-
needed funds for China’s fight against the Japanese invaders.
In 1981, when Madam Soong passed away in Beijing, China,
Polly remembered the Qipao, and she desired to share her gift
with the people of China. On March 17th,1988, she donated
this Qipao to the permanent collection at the Soong Ching-
ling Memorial Residence in Beijing. (The original Qipao is

kept in Madam Soong’s Beijing Memorial Residence.)



