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Chapter 1
Impressions on China
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Tomas Lerer

o] AR AE £ /5 Ha, B K
Universidad del Cine, Argentina
2018 “& P E-HINAT”

2018 Looking China Shenzhen
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wprHRl. BRE—-EIRE] T, BB T AR R U TSRS, — U
AHERERE, LR ERAAIE, BEdETeE.

['ve never visited China before and I'm so excited to be here. For me it's a great
country, with so much to offer, so many years of history and a lot of cultural heritage to
learn about. In Argentina, literally the other side of the world, we hear things about
China almost every week, we have a strong Chinese community and we think we know
some things about their culture. But it is not until you came here that you realize that
everything is different than you expect, in so many ways. The human behavior is
different, the food is so special, the traditions are so powerful So China, in my eyes, is a
huge multi-cultural country, with a lot of things to offer and so many attractions, and the

energy that we breathe here is really exceptional
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And if we talk about breath, I believe that Shenzhen may be the place in China
where you can really take some air. It’s everywhere, in the wide streets full of young and
energetic people; in the dozens of shopping malls and their shops; in the little restaurants
and in the huge buildings. This city looks like a machine in which everything just works.
From the amazing transportation system to the constantly developing tech industries, it
seems like Shenzhen never sleeps. You sleep for a couple of hours and you think some
new building, or business, or shop would appear from the blue. To resume, in my eyes
Shenzhen is a futuristic and modern city, really smart and well designed, that can also
live with some more traditional Chinese values.

I chose the green architecture in Shenzhen because it was really interesting to me
the way that such a modern and technological city, with so many huge buildings and so
focused on getting bigger everyday; can cope with the problem of staying green and
sustainable.

The shooting process in this kind of experiences is very special and different from
any other. I had a tentative plan before I came to China, based on the little information I
could manage to get on the Internet. But once I arrived in Shenzhen and saw my
characters and the cities’ infrastructure, everything became real very fast and began to

form a definite shape, morphing and improving day by day.

Video of The Concrete Meadow
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James Carroll
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University of Melbourne, Australia
2015 “FAHE-EET"

2015 Looking China Shenyang
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My entire experience in Shenyang so far has been surreal, extraordinary and a
dream comes true. The people are not only extremely welcoming but have assisted us in
every way possible in bringing our visions to life. My buddy Esther has shown me a
diverse range of cultural traditions past and present through a range of cuisine,
historical locations and meeting local families.

After deciding to produce a short documentary on the subjectof “Tiger Moms” we
have been welcomed into the home of many traditional families, who have treated us
like their own. Tasting their beautiful cuisine and hearing their struggles, triumphs and
hopes for the future has been extremely endearing. Although we speak different
languages, we hold the same human sprit through love for our families and country.

We also visited a local primary school and spoke with the incredibly sweet children
of the third grade. Their excitement was insane and signing their notepads was an

extremely surreal moment. I never thought young Chinese students would want to
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speak to a twenty year old from Australia so desperately! Their respect for each other
and their elders was something very admirable, something which I hope to include in
my documentary.

This trip has been a wonderful immersion into Shenyang s culture and people —an
experience I will never forget. I cannot wait to discover the surprises that lie ahead as we

complete our projects.

Video of The Tiger Mom Effect

006

euiy) bupuauadxy



EM4L-RETREAN-TH
Alice Andreoli Hirata
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University of Sao Paulo, Brazil
2016 “FHhE - FH#EaTT

2016 Looking China Xinjiang
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Here I learned that people can communicate even with huge differences both in
culture and in language. Also I learned to value all kinds of different communications.
So, every look, every action and every gesture that a person makes is also kind of a

way of saying something.

E -'—'."

Video of Heirs of Xibe
Archery
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Isabella Thiemy Yoshimura
EPEERY K

University of Sao Paulo, Brazil
2018 “HPE-H\KEST"

2018 Looking China Chongging
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When I first arrived in Chongging, I thought that it was a very big city with a lot of
screen lights in the street. About China, the appearance of urban is pretty organized. I
really like the scale of Beijing and Chongging, and it’s just amazing how people can
support others in the way thatI don’t quite see where [ am from.

[ think I am looking forward to just be open minded with everything, and I have a
good experience in the whole process as a filmmaker and alsoasa human being, to get to

know more about myself and about the world outside of Brazil.

Video of The Living Past
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Cristian Gomes

fin g K2y 58 K%

York University, Canada
2015 “H\HPHE-FEIT”
2015 Looking China Kaifeng
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My keyword is “learning”.
I chose learning because ever since I got here to China, in Kaifeng, I’ ve learned
so much about the Chinese culture, about Chinese morals and Chinese history.

It's truly been an amazing experience.

Video of Wu Liang=Without Beams
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Mahsa Razavi
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York University, Canada
2015 “HHPE-FFET"
2015 Looking China Kaifeng
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It’s been almost a week since we have started our journey into the ancient city of
Kaifeng, miles away from our home with a burning sun, bustling streets and
impressively patient, hardworking and lighthearted -people. The experience of living
and making a film in Kaifeng is a precious gift from Looking China project, a life long
memory that I will carry with myself throughout my life.

I am working on a short piece about Chinese approaches to learning and teaching
practices and its importance in one’s personal and social life. In particular, the film will
explore the difference between Chinese culture approach to the process and goal of
education and Western idea of education.

Thanks to my Chinese friends, Langi and Ziyuan's well-organized scheduling and
production management, this film has been a great opportunity for me to explore the city
of Kaifeng's schools, bookstores, teahouses, coffee shops-and streets and learn about
Chinese students’ life, their thoughts about their learning experience in school and
family as well as their hopes and concerns for the future of education system in China.

(EH — 1) iR Video of I Hawe a Dream
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Nikita Mor
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York University, Canada
2015 “BBE-FHT”
2015 Looking China Kaifeng
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I am very thankful to the Looking China project for offering an opportunity to learn
about the rich traditional culture of China. The facilitation of cross-cultural ties is a step
towards globalization. By involving youth, this project is futuristic and visionary
connected society. I feel like making films is the perfect metaphor or for universal coop-
eration and collaboration. Working together to successfully achieve a goal creates an
empathetic understanding between not only the subject and the filmmaker, but also the
team members. The film enabled me to learn about Chinese culture, but more so the out
of making the film, and the process of teamwork, taught me more.

Thus the education from the Looking China project was not only informational, but
also emotional in the forming of special bonds between people from different back-
grounds. Personally, I have had a very enriching, fulfilling and rich experience, due to
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my fantastic partners, Tiana and Ada.

Ada tirelessly worked to translate information, acting as a bridge of communica-
tion. Tiana was very enthusiastic in her attempts to get the best possible sources, and
manages the production. The collaboration of our team was a succeed aided by the won-
derful Tiger ,Barbara and teacher Zhang, along with all of the other students who pro-
vided beneficial support.

Looking China is a great endeavor working towards greater communication be-

tween the younger generations, and ultimately, a more globally connected world.

L R LR ALY

Video of Familiar
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