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Come on, follow me please

Are you interested in Chinese characters?

Do you want to explore the DNA of Chinese characters?

Do you want to understand the relation between different Chinese
characters, and to learn words, sentences and the Chinese culture through
Chinese characters?

I think the answer is yes.

“But there are too many Chinese characters and they are too hard to
learn.”

Hey, if you worry about it, ...

Come on, follow me please!

We’ve prepared the golden key to the treasures of Chinese characters,
which is the book Dominoes of Chinese Characters. “Dominoes” here is
a cumulative method of learning. It employs vivid images to analyze the
structures and meanings of Chinese characters, thus helping you explore
the character formation rules of ancient Chinese people. On the one hand,
related words and sentences are explained for you to master the usage of the
Chinese characters, phrases, and sentences. On the other hand, the relation
between different characters is also introduced so that you can learn many
other related characters after understanding one character and grasping the
rule behind it. In addition, you will be exposed to Chinese food, marriage,
clothing, traditional Chinese medicine, architecture, transportation, language,
literature, and other rich cultural elements. Thus, you will find how magical
the Chinese characters are!

This book has a detailed explanation of 365 commonly used Chinese
characters and a simple introduction to other 1,000 characters, 1,600
common words and phrases, 1,100 sentences, and 150 cultural elements, but
you do not need to mechanically memorize them. The “dominoes™ principle
will reduce your stress of study.

It can be said that this book is not only a Chinese character learning
manual, but also an encyclopedia from the perspective of Chinese characters.

How is it? Are you interested in the book?

I think your answer is positive. Then...

Come on, learn with me!

The Editor
On the Lantern Festival, 2017 in Beijing
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1.7 home
Wo jia zai BE&ijing.
K KA LK,

My home is in Beijing.

A HFHERFEL
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2.[7 family

NI jid I6i kéren le.

hEREAT,

A guest came to your family.
TiC 8848 Words and phrases ———
TR n jiating family
A n. jigrén family member
BE n. gudjia country o
XK pron.  ddjid everybody

B HIFTIX Useful expressions ——

NI jia you I kdu rén?
REHILE A?
How many people are there in your family?

It is used to ask about the family size of someone else.

FEHERS] Extended learning

“&" can refer to “the dwelling place of people™.
Characters with a similar meaning include:

[%] 2% (gonoyd, apartment)
[£] (shi, bedroom)

[ 5] (féng, house)

[£] (wd, room)

Jia hé wanshi xing.
A BE %,

A harmanious family can lead to the success of everything

It is a proverb which means that
only a harmonious family can
bring a smooth and prosperous
life. The Chinese people value
family very much because
family is not only a shelter from
wind and rain, but also the place
where our hearts belong to.

5
FE, #H, X&, #
&

IEFIEE
Reasons of the formation

In oracle bone inscriptions, "&" is
written as @M. () ( = ) refers to “a
house™, and #( & , shi) inside refers
to “a pig". Raising pigs indicates
settling down. The original meaning
of "R" is *home" and the extended
meaning is “family”,
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- Instruction for use

I

Definition and examples of the Common words and phrases
character including the character

ﬁ ,JJ/!J Definition and examples

1.0 home

Wb i zail Béifing.

KR E T,

My home is in Beijing. ‘
———o0
2./ family ' ’

NI jia 1Gi keren le.
hEREAT.

A guest came to your family.

1w C k4% Words and phrases e————

Pronunciation of the selected character.
Different pronunciations of polyphones are
divided with “/",

Simplified form of the character. The
traditional form of the character is
shown in the “( )" after the simplified
one if they are different. The *

the brackets indicates the variant
characters (only those helpful to the
understanding of the character’s
meaning) and the number in the
brackets means that it is the only

meaning of the traditional character.

Common communicative language

R n jiating family

A n. jigrén family member
HE a. gudjia country

XK pron.  dajia everybody

including the character

B BRIX Useful expressions o——|
NI jig you ji kdu rén?

th £ AL A7

How many people are there in your family?

It is used to ask about the family size of someone else.

[lustration of the character origin

+——o Ancient character

Extensive learning which is a

FEHZFETS] E; \I(’I}dﬁd h’tll umu

bit difficult. It may involve word

“F" can refer to “the dwelling place of people
Characters with a similar meaning include:

EF

Reasons of the formation

[ %] 2% (gongyd, apartment)

['i"] (shi, bedroom ) In oracle bone inscriptions, “&" is
[ #] (téng, house) written as (.| ~ ) refers to “a
[&] (wi, room) house", and (2, stl) inside refers

] " " [ s b i i
AR C uh‘uml inte r[)f('!{ltlﬂll L — 0 a pig”. Raising Pigs lndncat‘es
...................... - settling down. The original meaning

Jig hé wanshi xmg of “&" |s “home" and the extended
A 7F H%, meaning is “family"

A harmonious family can lead ta the success of everything

It is a proverb which means that
only a harmonious family can
bring a smooth and prosperous
life. The Chinese people value
family very much because
family is not only a shelter from
wind and rain, but also the place
where our hearts belong to.

Introduction to cultural elements related to the character, such as
diet, marriage, clothing, traditional Chinese medicine, architecture,
transportation, language and literature (masterworks, proverbs,
idioms), ete. You can read it for a preliminary understanding of the
Chinese culture. It is for optional learning.

formation method, synonym, similar
characters, riddle, and common sense
of life. It is for optional learning.

The relationship among the form,

” meaning and pronunciation of each
selected character is clarified and
sometimes, to help understand the
character more clearly, the evolution
of the form and meaning of the
character is also explained.



R ¥ Phonetic index of the 365 Chinese characters

A A 3
a Je 4
bai #F 5
bai =] 6
ba 5= 7
ban I 8
an * 9
ban 1% 10
bao e, 11
bao z 12
)00 1% 13
Yalo IR 14
olz] 1k 15
bei n 16
el é- 17

& 18

A 19
bl )14 20
bi % 21
bidn % 22
bian FiE 23
bidic F 3 24
bie il 25
bir 5 26
bing 7k 27
bing = 28
bing # 29
bing A 30
bu ¥ 31

0| 7 32
caj F* 33
~an/shen xR 34
an 23 35
>ang 4 36
cdo j%i 37
e i 38
chang/zhang ¥ 39
chang i 40
chang T 41
chdo b2y 42
chdo ) 43
chée $ 44
ch b 45
ch 3 46
chong + 47
chd i) 48

10 #1 49
~huan N 50
huan & 51
hui v 52

Wan A 53
chun 45, 54
o 7 55
Cl é:}- 56
cong M 57

BN & o v

60
6/

62

il



v

dé/de
dé

di
dian
didn
ding
dong
dong
dou
dd
du
din
dud
dud

dud
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ga
gong
A;Jr’hj["g

gdng
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gong
QD

gu
gua
guan
guang

gudng

hang/xing
hdo/hdo

hé/he

i
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jia

jia

jia
jidn/jian
jian
jian
jian

jidng
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97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106

107
108
109

110



jiao
jido
jido/jico
jido

jido

judn/judn

jan

kan

I

H

md

mdo
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132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147

148

149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162
163

164
165

méi
mei
mén
mi
mido
mido
ming
mo
mo
mu
mu

mu

il
niéin
nido
nidi
nij

nié

I

PR R R

pel

péng
péng

pi
pin
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166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178

186
187
188
189
190

191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199



VI

rao
rén
n

rou

sdo
SEn

shan
shan/shan
shang
shang
shdo

shé
shé/zhé
shén

shén
shéng

shi

shi

shi

shou
shou
shou

shi

shil

[¢

shtl
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200

201

202
203

207

¢ <
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208

230
231
232
233
234

shuang

v

hui

73]

sud
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wai
wan
wdng

wang

X1

X1
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235
236
237

238

LS
s
o

240
241
242
243

244

246
247

248

256
257
258
259
260
261
262

263
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X\
il
xid
xian
xian
xian
xidn
xidn
xidn
Xian
xidan
xiang
xiang
xido
xido
Xin
Xin
Xin
Xing/xing
Xing
Xing
xiong
xiong
xid
XiU

Xué

yan
yan
yang
yang
yang
yang

yang
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269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287

ydo/ydo
ydo
ye
yi
yi
yi
yi
yin
yin
yin
you

you

zhan/zhadn
zhdo
zhen
zhéng

zhéng

IR L - L R

5
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N R

RO 2 ok 2R

305
306
307
308
309
310
31
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329

330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
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zhi
zhifzht
zhi
zhi
zhi
zhdong
zhong
zhong
zhong
zhong/chdng
zhou
zhou
zhi

R R

341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353
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354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
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¥ MR Definition and examples

1. tolove
W ai ni! Ta hén digud.
RER |1 R EH,
| love you! He is very patriotic.
2. tolike

Ta ai tidowll, bda &i chang gé.
Wwx ek, RE 8 H,

She likes dancing, but she doesn't like singing.

AL %4 Words and phrases

Z n. diging love

A n. diren lover

24T n/v.  dihdo hobby; to like
TE adj. &' i lovable, cute

b & V. téng'ai to be fond of
BE V. niai to spoil

B B FTIE Useful expressions

NI giren shi zudé shénme gdngzud de?
REAZ B 4 TAF 2

What does your wife/husband do?

It is used to ask about the occupation of the other
person’s wife/husband.

X ALHRE Cultural interpretation

Ludbo gingedi, gé ydu sud di.
¥ FX, &H FE,

Every man has his hobby horse

It is a proverb. Some
people like to eat radishes,
while some others like to
eat green vegetables. It is
used to illustrate everyone
has different tastes.

SRR

Reasons of the formation

“Z” is written in early times as §,
which looks like a person expressing
feelings with the mouth open and
the heart in the hand. In traditional
Chinese, “&" has the radical “i»’
(xin, heart, see “ix”, P285). The
original meaning of “&" is “to love”
or “to like”.



ISR
Reasons of the formation
“2” in oracle bone inscriptions is
written as i . M (=) meaning “house”,
looks like a house, and & ( % , nil, see
“&” P184) refers to “female”. This
character appears to be a woman
kneeling down quietly in the house.
The original meaning of “&” is
“settled” and the extended meaning

is “secure”.

= X Definition and examples
1. settled

Ta shudhudng hou néixin yizhi gdnddo bd'an.
e Bk B Av—H BRI RE,

He has been feeling uneasy after lying.

2. secure

Zhége bdo xlydo gud anjidn.
I 8 FE 28,

This bag needs to go through security.

iaiC 525 Words and phrases

G adj. anjing quiet

g adj. angudn safe

= HE V. anpadi to arrange
2 n. zhi'@n public security
e adj. ping’@n safe and sound
A n. gong'an police

. . .
1321 Useful expressions

Yild ping’'an!

1l —%-F )
May you be safe throughout
the journey!

It is a blessing used when sending off friends or
families.

Wan'an!
2. B!
Good night!

It is a polite expression used when saying goodbye
at night.

=

LR 2] Extended learning

When used as a component of other characters, “-%&"

often indicates the pronunciation. The characters with
this component are mostly pronounced as “an”.

[4#2] (an, to press)
[%]#% (ang'an, scheme)
[#&.] &4 (&ngl, ammonia)



