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Chapter One
The Cradle of the Ancient Maritime
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The Ancient Maritime Traffic Linked to Guangzhou
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Chapter One  The Cradle of the Ancient Maritime Silk Road

I. Historical Portal for Overseas Trade of China

The term Silk Road appeared first in Book I of China: The Results of My Travels
and the Studies Based Thereon, written in 1887 by Ferdinand von Richthofen, a
German geographer. The term was employed to indicate the trade route on land
between Northwest China and Central As ia, West Asia, South Asia, Africa, Europe
and other places. After the second century B.C.E., Chinese silk and silk woven
products were transported in large quantity via this route to the West, hence, the "Silk
Road". Also transported along the tra ding route were Chinese porcelain, spices, tea
among other products: hence the name the "Road of Porcelain", "Road of Spices" and
"Road of Tea". The exchange between the Eas t and the W est also took the route by
sea, namely, the Maritime Silk Road: starting from the Southeastern coast of China, via
the South China Sea and the Strait of Malacca, sailing west. Another option includes
taking the route on l and via Yunnan and Myanmar, and then turned west to the sea
route, arriving at Southeast Asia, South Asia, West Asia, Africa and Europe.

Over some two thousand years, the ancient Maritime Silk Road extended across
some hundred thousand miles, through several different courses of development in the
world history. This development can be divided into five stages: the formation stage
of the Qin and Han dynasties, growth during the Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern
dynasties, flourishing during the Sui and T ang dynasties, reaching its peak during
the Song and Yuan dynast ies, and undergoing transit ions during the Ming and Qing
dynasties. Over thousands of years, ships came and went, connecting trade and
business, linking hum an activities and the Maritim e Silk Road generated a profound
impact on the societies and the economy of the countries along the Road and on China
itself.

There are indivis ible historical origins between Guangz hou and the ancient
Maritime Silk Road. Originally named Panyu, Guangzhou is situated on the Pearl
River by the coast of the South China Sea. With the ocean surrounding it to the
east, rivers converging on it and mountains embracing it from behind, Guangzhou

is an ideal coas tal—estuary port, connecting rivers and the s ea. Since ancient tim es,
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