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EREADING

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864.

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young member of the company which had produced




CHAPTER 1

I'he Doones

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?

‘What had happened to John Ridd's fathes?

Who were Annie and Lizzie?

‘Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

‘We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school.”
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder questions. Read the Introduction, and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie's owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd’s skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
@ What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
2 Who was her guardian in London?
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A Tale of Two Cities



I A'TALE OF TWO CITIES

Introduction

Charles Dickens

Charles Dickens was born in 1812. He was the son of a clerk in
a government office. His father was perhaps rather like Mr Mi-
cawber in Dickens’s David Copperfield (1849), spending more
money than he earned. At that time a man could be sent to
prison if he owed money and could not pay it, and that is what
happened to Charles Dickens’s father. The result was very bad
for Charles himself. He was twelve years old when his father
went to prison, and Charles had to leave school and go to work-
very unpleasant work, with bad pay and conditions.

Charles visited his father in prison, and he never forgot the
experience. In A Tale of Two Cities Dickens de scribes the state
of Dr Manette when he first comes out of the Bastille prison.
That must have been the condition of many of the people
Dickens saw in prison in London.

By the time A Tale of Two Cities appeared in 1859, Charles
Dickens was already well known as a writer. His first great
success was The Pickwick Papers (1836). That was followed
by a number of novels: Oliver Twist (1838), Nicholas Nickleby
(1839), The Old Curiosity Shop (1840), Barnaby Rudge (1841),
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B ATALE OF TWO CITIES

A Christmas Carol (1843), Dombey and Son (1846), David
Copperfield (1849), Bleak House (1853) and Hard Times (1854).

The stories are full of characters—some of them invented,
many of them people that Dickens had seen and studied. Some
of them we love, like Mr Lorry, who calls himself “just a business
machine”, but who has a surprisingly kind heart. Some we hate,
like the really hardhearted marquis, or the lying John Barsad.

Charles Dickens knew his “two cities”—knew London well,
and knew Paris from a number of visits between 1844 and
1858. Before writing, and often while writing the book, he made
close study of Carlyle’s The French Revolution, and in 1845
he had talked to Jules Michelet, the French historian of the
Revolution. He also met other French writers, and old people
who remembered the Revolution.

The French Revolution
There were a number of causes of the French Revolution, which
began in 1789. The cause that is important in this book is the
misuse of power by the noble families, the aristocrats, who
treated the common people so badly. Examples of this misuse of
power are the hanging of Gaspard, the cruel death of a woman
and her brother who displeased the Marquis St Evrémonde, and
the use of a lettre de cachet to send Dr Manette to prison in the
Bastille.

These things led to violence, like the attack on the Bastille
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I ATALE OF TWO CITIES

on 14 July 1789 and the death at the guillotine of aristocrats
and their supporters—and later of those who displeased the
party in power.

Dickens took his description of the storming of the Bastille,
and the scene at the guillotine from Carlyle’s The French Revolu-
tion (1837). That long history contains many details such as
the row of knitting women sitting in front of the crowd at the
guillotine, counting the cut-off heads, like fans counting the
score at a sporting match today.

There is a lesson in A Tale of Two Cities. Dickens makes
it clear that a class that does evil—as the French aristocrats
did — will in the end suffer evil. But he does not call for violent
change—he is not a revolutionary. We are to believe that if
all the French nobles had willingly tried to help the people,
as Darnay did; if French thinkers had shown up the evil, as Dr
Manette tried to do; if all men were ready to give their lives for
their friends, as Sydney Carton did; if there were more kindness
like Mr Lorry’s, then the world would be better, and there would
be no revolutions and no dangerous crowds of angry citizens.
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