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General Preface

Compiled in the 1980s and 1990s, Regional Geology of China of the first generation system-
atically summarized the research results of regional geology before the 1980s in provinces, auton-
omous regions or municipalities, and played vital roles in serving social and economic develop-
ment, and geological advancement in China.

With the deepening of reforms and opening-up, the geological undertakings in China
embrace another chance of prosperity. Abundant results of geological survey and research have
been achieved along with the implementation of geological survey programs and various scientific
research programs. In areas such as the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau and Great Khingan Mountains, re-
gional geological survey and aeromagnetic survey at the scale of 1 : 250 000 have been
completed , which means that geological and aeromagnetic survey on medium scales have achieved
a full coverage of the whole land area in China. Regional geophysical and geochemical surveys on
different scales have been conducted. Sino-Probe, a special program for deep exploration research
in China, has been carried out as well. New research fields such as environmental geology, agri-
cultural geology and urban geology have been expanded. All these efforts have brought us with
substantial fundamental geological materials, and put a series of geological problems into settle-
ment. Besides, a number of mineral deposits have been found. The intensity of geological survey
and the level of geological science and technology have been improved significantly.

As is stated in Decision of the State Council on Strengthening Geological Work , the intensity
of geological survey and research should be enhanced, and an update mechanism concerning geo-
logical materials, including geological maps and reports, should be established. National Geolog-
ical Exploration Plan ( Program) (2005~2020) proposes that comprehensive studies of nation-
wide geological data and integration of research results should be conducted, national series of
fundamental geological maps of a new generation should be compiled, and we should strive to cre-
ate outstanding achievements with macro impact. Under the above mentioned directions, experts
in relative disciplines are organized to compile the new series of Regional Geology that successive-
ly cover provincial ( municipal or autonomous regional ) level, cross-provincial ( or cross-
regional ) metallogenic belts or important economic zones level, and national level. The new series
of Regional Geology principally represent the significant advancements and achievements of geo-
logical survey and research in China. The compilation of the series of Regional Geology constitutes
an achievement with remarkable impact, and provides a set of geological data for economic and
social development.

Providing mineral resources and supplying geological data for economic construction and so-
cial development of China, are two basic tasks of geological work which serves social and econom-
ic development and people’s production and life. By means of compiling the new series of
Regional Geology, abundant geological, geophysical and geochemical data that have been accu-
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mulated by different departments of the entire country for many years are integrated
systematically , regularly and theoretically. The comprehensive study not only provides an entire
set of geological data for both geology itself and economic and social development, but also lays
concrete foundation for developing geological theory.

In the Third Plenary Session of the 18" CPC Central Committee, it is proposed that we must
deepen ecological environmental management reform by centering on constructing a beautiful Chi-
na, and that we should accelerate system building to promote ecological progress, improve institu-
tions and mechanisms for developing land space, conserving resources and protecting the ecologi-
cal environment, and promoting modernization featuring harmonious development between man
and nature. This raises greater demand on geological work. The tasks such as rational development
and utilization of mineral resources, land space planning, protection of geological environment,
groundwater pollution control, geo-park construction, evaluation of geochemical impact on human
health and optimization of soil properties and agricultural products, all depend on rich fundamental
geological data and geological information services. The Regional Geology of China can not only ful-
fill the requirement for mineral resources exploration, and planning, deployment and management
of geological work in provincial ( municipal or autonomous regional ) level, metallogenic zone
(belt) and economic zone level and national level, but also hold an important role in planning, de-
sign, construction and scientific management of major projects in fields such as urban and rural
construction, transportation, water conservancy, energy development and environmental protection.

The Regional Geology of China of the new generation systematically summarizes and highly
condenses the fundamental geological survey work of the new era. To consistent with the first gen-
eration in structure and style as much as possible, the new series follow its advantages. Moreover,
the series stick to innovation, and focus on presenting the new advancement and new materials
acquired in past 30 years, which stands for the new height and achievement in research.

The compilation and successive publication of the Series is a complex scientific project, in
which tremendous time and labor have been input. Scholars of a wide range of professional fields
from different institutions were organized for the project. Results of hard work obtained by geolo-
gists of several generations in the past decades are condensed in the Series. It is a significant
event for the geological community in China. Geologists participating in the project, with strong
sense of responsibility for history and people, devoted themselves earnestly and unreservedly to
creating excellent works with a high quality. They sirive to make the books faithful, informative ,
sophisticated and innovative. Here, 1 would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to and sincere re-
spect for all the geologists who worked hard and contributed to the project and all concerned who
wholeheartedly support this project.

Wang Min,
Vice Minister of the Ministry of Land and Resources, PRC
Director of China Geological Survey
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