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The Retired® Teacher

I used to look forward to retirement. Now that I've
stopped teaching, though, I really miss my job. I
especially miss the kids. I taught many students over the
years, you know. How many?An educated guess would
be around eight thousand! I'm glad I kept all the old
yearbooks?. My husband wanted me to throw them away,
but I couldn’t. I have forty of them—one for each year
that I taught—in a special bookcase. I love looking
through those yearbooks. The photos help me to
remember my students.

Here’s the yearbook from 1952, my first year as an
English teacher. See this photo of me with my class! I
look as young as the students. When I graduated from
teacher’s college, I thought I knew everything. I quickly
found out, however, that I still had lots to learn. The
saying, “Experience is the best teacher”is true! I became a
student of experience, in the school of hard knocks!

For example, I learned the hard way that I could’t
demand respect from my students. I had to earn it. In
that first year, I tried to be very tough. I wanted to show

the students that I was in control. When they misbehaved
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(Dretire [ri'taia] v. Bk
(yearbook [ jia:buk] n. %
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in class, I yelled? at them and threatened® them. At first
I thought I had succeeded. The kids became fearful and
quiet in my presence. I found it later, though, that they
laughed at me behind my back. That really bothered®
me. The experience was painful, but it taught me an
important lesson. Before students could respect me, I
had to respect them.

I had other lessons to learn, too. In fact, I made a lot
of mistakes early in my career. Fortunately, I was a quick
study. I soon learned how to enjoy my job and to do it
well. To me, the most important part of teaching was
this:helping students to find their destiny. All kids need to
realize that their lives have a very important purpose.
Otherwise, it’s hard for them to hit the books. They cut
classes. They don’t do their homework. Some of them
even flunk out. I hate to see that happen.

It’s amazing what a little caring can do, though. I
rememeber one student back in the 80’s. He was the class
clown, always making people laugh. He was smart but
lazy, and doing badly in English. During a test one day,
I caught him with a cheat sheet. He was afraid that I
would fail him.Instead,I gave him a more useful
“punishment.” I told him to go to an old folks’ home and
make people laugh. Well, he did it. He prepared a
half—hour program and made an appointment® to visit

the home. He even took some classmates with him to
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New Words

Dyell [jel] v. KW

threaten [ *Oretn] v. B
@bother [ 'b03a] v. $THE
@appointment [2+pointmont ] n.
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sing a few songs. The old people loved him. They asked
him to come back again and again. The experience
changed him completely. He became my star pupil and
graduated at the head of the class! Now he’s a TV star!
Well, that’s just one example of the pleasure of
teaching:l could give you many more. With these
yearbooks, I'll never forget my students. I just hope they

don’t forget me.
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Thanks for Everything

By Fred Bzuer

My wife, Shirley, and I have gone on vacations to a
quiet beach in Southwestern Florida for most of our
married life. But I realized one day that 1 had rarely
expressed my gratitude U to the one who’d lived those
years with me. On our 40th wedding anniversary ?,
Shirley and I walked again the familiar margin of the sea.
I told her then how thankful I was that she shared my
life.

We don’t have to wait for anniversaries to thank the
ones closest to us—the ones so easily overlooked. If I have
learned anything about giving thanks, it is this:give it
now! While your feeling of appreciation® is alive and
sincere, act on it. Saying thanks is such an easy way to add
to the world’s happiness.

A few years ago, a young woman from a neighboring
town won a scholarship to a prestigious® college. Although
the innercity high school she attended was plagued® with
problems, she overcame them and excelled. When she
graduated, she commended the school for its challenging

courses and her teachers for their special interest and
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