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Introduction

Overview

New Standard College English has a number of

important principles:

e it presents a balanced approach between
language knowledge and language skills, so
that the students not only learn about English,
but also learn how to use their knowledge in
interactive situations

e it develops effective communication strategies
by integrating the language skills of reading,
writing, speaking and listening in a holistic way,
which reflects real-life language use

e it encourages the development of intercultural
awareness, to allow the students to use their
language knowledge and skills with speakers
from different cultures

e it promotes a learner-centred approach, where
the students are encouraged to personalize the
process of language acquisition, to make best
use of the resources within their classroom as
well as online, and to develop learning strategies
which are most appropriate to their personal
requirements and circumstances

e it exposes the students to the variety of language
which is spoken and written in everyday
situations today

e it develops critical thinking, which encourages
the students to look beyond the passages and
consider the broader implications of what they
have read or listened to

Components and course organization

There are four levels for New Standard College
English to be used over the two years of English
language instruction. Each level contains:

e Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Student’s Book

e Real Communication: Listening and Speaking
Student’s Book

e Real Communication: Workbook

e Real Communication: An Integrated Course
Teacher’s Book

e Real Communication: Listening and épeaking
Teacher’s Book

The Listening and Speaking course contains video
and audio passages. The whole course is supported
by an online version, which will both enhance the
textbook version and include specially written
material.

Each Student’s Book contains ten units, and each
unit contains a single broad theme, such as starting
out at college, learning to think, communication,
feelings and emotions, popular science, travel etc.
As the Integrated Course book is designed to be
used alongside the Listening and Speaking book, the
themes are the same in both books.

Course design and syllabuses

The course design adopts a multi-syllabus approach

appropriate to the university students and teachers.

The syllabuses include:

e themes, chosen for their interest and relevance
to university students studying in China, but
who have a desire to learn about countries and
cultures around the world

e lexis, guided by the wordlist in the College
English Curriculum Requirements (CECR) and
supported by the Macmillan English Dictionary
for Advanced Learners (2nd edition, 2007)

e grammar and sentence patterns, presented in the
context of the passages

e skills: reading, listening, speaking, writing and
translating

e pronunciation, focusing on particular areas of
difficulty for Chinese speakers of English

e intercultural awareness, through exposure to a
wide variety of international issues as well as
the linguistic and non-linguistic conventions,
customs, traditions, attitudes and beliefs of
cultures from all round the world



Unit organization
Real Communication: An Integrated Course

The unit follows a basic pattern:

Starting point introduces the unit theme by a
variety of speaking activities, including questionnaires,
discussion points and famous quotations.

Active reading (1) contains the first main reading
passage and focuses on the words which should be
learnt either for receptive or productive use. There is
preparation for reading and prediction work, a while-
reading activity, and a Language and culture box
with information about cultural references in the
passage which may be unfamiliar to the students.

Then there is a series of stages which focus on:

® reading and understanding, in which the main

ideas and detailed meaning of the passage is
explored

¢ dealing with unfamiliar words, where there are

three types of words and activities. The words
in the tinted vocabulary box are words which
are prescribed by the CECR wordlist, and the
activities which accompany them are designed
to explore their meaning and form. There are
also lexical sets in the vocabulary box which are
related to the topic. The final type of words are
those which are beyond the required level, but
which need to be understood in order to be able
to understand the main idea of the passage. The
accompanying activity encourages the students
to develop skills to deal with unfamiliar words,
both within and beyond the passage

® reading and interpreting, in which aspects

of inference, style, and writer’s purpose are
examined

® developing critical thinking, a series of

questions which develop the ideas presented in
the passage, and encourage independent thinking

Talking point is a short section where the unit
theme is further explored by an opportunity for less

intensive discussion and interaction.

Active reading (2) contains the second main
reading passage, and covers the same stages as in
Active reading (1). The passage explores the unit
theme from a different perspective and is written in a
different genre from the passage in Active reading (1).
This ensures that the students are exposed to a variety
of viewpoints and genres.

Talking point occurs again, and serves a similar
function to the first Talking point.

Language in use is designed to explore aspects
of grammar and complex sentence patterns which
are presented in the two reading passages. There
may also be extra information about particular
words or expressions, or some work on collocations.
The section finishes with translation from and into
Chinese.

Reading across cultures contains a passage which
shows an aspect of cultural life, customs or behaviour
in a country or culture other than China, and with
which the students may not be familiar. There are
comprehension questions and questions which provide
an opportunity for the students to compare the culture
shown in the passage with their own culture.

Guided writing uses the passage in Reading across
cultures as a model for writing practice. Aspects
of language which are commonly found in written
English, especially academic writing, are explored,
and the section finishes with an activity designed to
help the students perform a new and unique piece
of writing which practises the aspects of language
explored earlier.

Unit task provides a task which allows the students
to review all the language skills they have encountered
in the whole unit.

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

Real Communication: Listening and Speaking

Starting point is a pair- or group-work activity
which introduces the unit theme.

Inside view provides listening practice by means of
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a video story of three students, Mark (English), Kate
(American) and Janet (Chinese) at the University of
Oxford in England. Filmed on location in Oxford, it
shows their typical lives, interests and concerns, and
provides an insight into the university and the city.
There are comprehension activities and a Language
and culture box to explain unfamiliar cultural
references. Everyday English highlights some of
the words and expressions which are very common
in spoken, contemporary English, and which may be
difficult to understand. The section ends with a guided
functional dialogue, with a box of useful functional
expressions, taken from the video story as references.

Talking point is a pair- or group-work activity
which remains close to the unit theme, but allows a
change of pace in the lesson.

Outside view uses short extracts from video
material in which the English is authentic and roughly
graded to the students’ level. The accompanying
activities are designed more to enable the students
to understand the main ideas, rather than to check
detailed comprehension. There is a section for
Developing critical thinking, with a similar intention
to the ones in the Integrated Course.

Listening in contains two listening passages which
provide further practice listening to roughly graded
material. As with Outside view, the intention is to
expose the students to language which may be slightly
higher than their present level of English, but which
will prepare them for listening and understanding
in real-life contexts. This section finishes with a
Developing critical thinking activity too.

Presentation skills includes advice on techniques
for giving effective presentations, as well as a box
of functional expressions. The main activities lead
the students to give a presentation related to the unit
theme.

Pronunciation focuses on the specific points in
pronunciation, stress and intonation which cause
Chinese speakers of English difficulty, and includes
aspects such as linking sounds, stressed words, and
sense groups.

Unit task contains a task which allows the students
in pairs or groups to review all the laﬁguage skills they
have covered during the unit. ;

Unit file is a summary of the language points and
skills presented in the unit.

English in 21st-century China

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice; if you are
planning for a decade, plant trees; if you are planning
for a lifetime, educate people.”

The Chinese proverb is equally well-known in
English. New Standard College English plans for a
lifetime of learning by promoting best practice in
language teaching and quality education.

The course aims to encourage the students to enjoy
using English and to develop a sense of progress and
achievement in their learning.

Secondly, it sets a new standard for English
language teaching in Chinese universities. It stands as
the sum of our knowledge about English in the 21st
century, about language teaching methodology, about
how to choose content which reflects the interests of
university students, and about how to bring all these
features together in an attractively designed, state-of-
the-art textbook.

Above all, New Standard College English lays the
foundations of educating a lifetime of English users
in China, which will encourage their membership
of the worldwide and intercultural English-speaking
community. It invites the students to reach beyond
their university, beyond their region and beyond China
itself, and to join an international community where
English is used both as the language of commerce,
economics, entertainment, culture and politics, and as
a means to promote international understanding and
peace.

Simon Greenall
Co-editor in chief
New Standard College English
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ﬂ Starting out

Passage 1

Directions:

Read the following passage with 10 statements attached to it. Each statement contains information
given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is derived. You
may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.

W KRR MR

A)

B)

&)

(kS =) SehR A
EHREEK

Asian-American students’ culture shock

The United States of America is a country in which many people from all over the world
come to live harmoniously (#=#§3%) with each other. It is a melting pot since each person
brings his peculiarity to enrich the culture of this country. But this “melting” process is not
always without pain or hurt. Culture shock is a state of confusion, anxiety and depression as an
individual is suddenly exposed to a social or cultural environment completely different from
his own. Young people from Asian countries are more likely to get lost in front of such culture
shock. Generally, their hardships can be described through the following aspects:

When Asian people come to the United States to live, they bring their children along with them.
Either prepared or unprepared to live here, these young students always suffer from stress
because of culture shock. The first people they have contact with at school are their teachers,
but student-teacher relationships here are not the same as they are in their homeland.

Asian students often have high regard for their teachers. They hesitate to ask questions in class,
for they don’t want to lose their face in showing their ignorance (##=) in front of the class,
and sometimes because their English is not good enough to form a clear question. It is the same
thing for answering the teachers’ questions. In Asian countries, teachers often call students by
name when they want to have an answer from their students. Children there are taught to be
modest and not to “show their knowledge” freely until specially called for. All these things
can lead to misunderstanding since their American teachers can think that they are too shy, or
stupid, or somehow abnormal.
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American schools often work to help students to be independent as soon as possible in their
studies. On the other hand, in Asian schools, students come to acquire knowledge from
teachers, and books are there only to help them. When students hesitate to ask their teachers,
they can ask their friends, because in Asian countries, students stay in the same classroom
while their teachers come to their class to teach them. When Asian students come here, they
feel lost, because they change their classroom and their friends every period and it’s difficult
for them to seek help from their friends. It’s a normal thing that American teachers expect
Asian students to ask them to explain something difficult. However, Asian students don’t do
this, as we have seen earlier.

Another thing that American teachers often do is giving compliments (3 %) to students
to encourage them to work harder. But Asians, with their strong sense of modesty, feel
uncomfortable about accepting compliments, especially if these compliments are stated in
front of the class. On the other hand, some students can misunderstand these compliments and
become so proud that they may break the orders of their classes. Some teachers complain that
some of their Asian students are hard to manage. Because these students don’t know how to use
wisely the freedom of expression that their teachers give them. They make fun of themselves
and become “fools” in their classes.

Because of extreme modesty, many Asians have difficulty finding employment in the USA.
When they are interviewed for jobs, they are often too modest to show all their abilities. And
also because of that modesty, many Asian parents don’t value their own language and just try to
let their children use only English at school and at home. That makes their children’s ability of
learning language become lower.

Body contact can be another subject of misunderstanding. In Asian countries, people don’t kiss
or hug somebody of the opposite sex in public places. Asian students are very surprised to see
their friends kissing each other in front of them. On the other hand, in Asian countries, two girls
or two boys can walk together hand in hand and no one is shocked. But if they do so here, their
American friends may be alarmed.

Although most Asian students have to face all these cultural conflicts, they manage to work
their way through schools and colleges, and become respectable United States citizens. Within
this country, there still are many ethnic communities where people from ethnic groups come to
share their lives, trade foods, and celebrate festivals. That adds to the variety of American life
and helps American people to understand more easily other people in the world.

(760 words)
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1. If Asian students are praised in the class, they would feel uncomfortable.

2. People kissing in public are as rare in Asia as people of the same sex walking hand in
hand in America.

3. Teachers in Asian countries are used to getting answers from their students by calling
students’ names.

____ 4. People tend to be confused, anxious and depressed when they face a totally different
society or culture which is called “culture shock.”

_____ 5. Some Asian students fail to behave themselves in classes due to their misunderstanding of
their teachers’ compliments.

6. Asian students are often confused when they come to American classes because their
classrooms and friends both change from period to period.

____ 7. Asian children usually suffer from culture shock when they come to the United States,
no matter how well they are prepared to live here.

8. Many Asian students have made it to become American citizens despite the cultural
conflicts they encounter.

9. In Asian schools, students can turn to their classmates for help because they stay
together in the same classroom all the time.

_10. Quite a few Asians find it hard to get employed in America because they are
extremely modest.
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Passage 2

Directions:

Read the following passage with 10 statements attached to it. Each statement contains
information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify the paragraph from which the information is

derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter.
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College housing
A) Finding college housing is the most important task a student has after being admitted to a

B)

&)

D)

E)

F)

G)

school. The student should begin their search for housing immediately. You should consult
your welcome package for housing information. Many colleges require that first-year students
live on campus. It has been shown to be very beneficial for new students to live on campus. It
allows students to adjust to their new environment and get used to being on their own. Check
with the administration for plenty of useful college resources.

It is a big adjustment (#8#) being out on your own, but living on campus does have some
rewards:

Living on campus allows you to interact with other students and develop your interpersonal (A
7 #9) skills. It takes time to get used to interacting with the opposite sex on the college level.
Living on campus can help you with it.

Living on campus gives you access to cheap, prepared food. You will learn to love the school
restaurant. Food is a large part of expenses in coliege. Having access to prepared food on
campus is a big plus.

It is very easy to get around when you live on campus. You do not even need a car in most
cases. Students walk or ride bikes to and from class. There are sometimes also campus buses
that run, depending on the college you attend.

If you live on campus you will get closer to the social activities of your college. A party can
happen in a matter of hours or minutes. When you live on campus you have access to all the

activities that are frequently happening.

Do not discount dorm room housing. It is especially important in your first year. The dorm
room exposes you to a wide variety of people and personalities. This experience will enrich
your life and make your college experience that much better. You will be constantly bombarded
(&3 4% X ¥13 &) with different views and opinions. There will be study groups and



