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When they gathered with friends in Toronto
® They sang children's songs from Sichuan
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More than one hundred years ago, a group of
Canadians started to come to Chengdu, Sichuan...




% TR ﬁ's Home in Chengdu

2011 ESNNR B CSHIEL T A
Canadian School Alumni Photo Name List’ 2011

f5HE (Back Row) Peter Webster (67), Dave Spooner (78), Malcolm Reed (78), Dorothea Smale (Hoffman)(78),
Bill Hibbard (87), Neil Bell (88), Robert Kilborn (88), Maurice Stinson (64).




N

e

1HE (Middle Row) Elinor Knight (Reed)(79), Eric Webster (70), Joan Good (Rackham)(80), Dora Ann Stinson
(72), Noreen Nolan (Anderson)(89), Enid Sills (Walmsley)(81), Marion Walker (Walmsley)(79), Phyllis
Donaghy (Allen)(75), Newton Reed (87), Frances Hilliard (Kilborn)(84), Frances Service (59).

niifJf (Front Row) Barbara Good (Jones)(91), Omar Walmsley (85), Katherine Wray (Veals)(87), Muriel
Tonge (Kitchen)(89), Gwen Heatherington (Kitchen)(87), Doris Rundle (Hibbard)(88), Anne Kennard (83),
Betty Bridgman (87), Jean Bell (87), Mary Walmsley (86).
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#hey opened the first dlspe\nsary of western medicine in West China
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E—LI’IEEAEF‘ Witnesses of 100 Year History

“BAZHEERBATR KR,
RINERAEY iR E—R&NEHT,
BAMBEERBRXAKFEEA., ARAUEIKTE,
BAVEEREIH KL FEE- "
"We grew up with kerosene lamps
We enjoyed roaming the country&and along many streams,
We enjoyed watching the farmers, with their water buffaloes ploughing
flooded fields, the planting and harvesting of rice,
We enjoyed the market days and tea houses..."
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Foreword

Zhang Biao

Chengdu, My Home — The Chinese Feelings across the Pacific is finally published. Holding this
hard-earned, long-expected picture album, lots of memories come to my mind.

One morning on a spring day in 2007, three of us got together in my studio. Me myself, Xiang
Suzhen, who retired from Sichuan Provincial People’s Government Foreign Affairs Office, and Cheng
Tieliang, Photography Director of Beijing Youth Daily.

Suzhen mentioned that she was in touch with a group of elderly Canadians whose ancestors came
to Sichuan 100 years ago and took many photos of the place. They hoped to show these photos to
Chinese people nowadays. Suzhen also hoped to exhibit these photos.

Therefore, she came up with some pictures.

The power of history is overwhelming. We were deeply affected by these old images.

100 years ago, a group of Canadians came to Sichuan, China in the prime of their life. There
they opened the first Western clinic in West China, and founded the West China Union University, a
university that attached equal importance to the arts and sciences, with a strong dentistry department.
They disseminated modern Western education and medical knowledge. They put a lot of effort into
urging the Chinese to abandon their feudal habits and to adopt modern cultures. Their hearts were filled
with deep and sincere affection for China; all of them have given themselves and their children and
grandchildren Chinese names. When they and their children left China for their own country in the late
1940s to early 1950s, many of them had already served in China for decades. Some families had two or
even three generations that had served here. They dedicated their whole life; some were even buried in
the land of China.

They recorded Sichuan and China of the time with their cameras after busy work.

It was a time when China was at war. Flames of battle raging everywhere, the nation rent asunder,
people perishing. The Chinese were in no condition to think about things like photography. Canadian
friends grabbed every opportunity to film what they saw with their own eyes. A random shot then
solidified the moment and has become history today. When these precious photos of 100 years ago
brought the dust-covered past in front of our eyes, clearly and vividly, how can we not be affected?

To us, the photos that their children gave us are like a valued friendship and a hope: a hope that
their ancestors or the photos their ancestors took would be valued today by the Chinese people.

How can we turn this hope down?

We had the same thought: we have to exhibit these photos!

Hence, our get-together became the first meeting of the Old Photo Project.

Hence, the three of us started scurrying around to arrange the exhibition of these photos.

Hence, we discovered yet again, how hard it is to get something done.

For example, an exhibition needs funds. It was often the case that when we talked to people
about the idea they thought it was a good one until we got to the funding part. We approached some
organizations that seemed to us the very ones that should fund us. Yet none of them wanted to pay for
the exhibition.

There’s no need to list all the difficulties we had. For every frustrating moment, we thought of the



