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I. TANY 4

At the begmnig of December 1941, in Petrishchevo,
near the town of Vereyva. the Germans executed a par-
tisau a dirl of eighteen !

Who was she and where did she coms from? Shortly
_before the tragedy that unfolded in Petrishchevo, a Ve eya
partisan met this girl in the woods 2 Tudether they took
shalter in a well-hidden? partisan duagout, She called her-
self4 Tanya, Therealter, none of the other lo:al parti ans
encountered her, but they knew that som:wieres here,
not far off ® the dauntiess and skilled partisan, Tanya,
was operating in unison with® them,

This was duriag the period when Moscow was in
greatest danger,

The gencral offensive” of the Germans on our cap-
ital, which began on November !¢, was at its height, The
enemy succeeded in nipping Moscow in its pincers to a
considerabie depth, coming cut on the baaks of the Mos-
cow-Vulga Canal, seizing Yakbroma, shclliig Serpukhov
and reaching gashira and Zarajsk.
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4 TANYA

The suburban disfricts beyond Golitsyno and Skho-
dnya bév_ame battle fields, and artillery fire could be heard
in Moscow

However thesz -temporary successes cost the eremy
dear, The Soviet troops under General Zhukov put up a
fierce resistance In the course of their advance, the Ger-
mans sustained tremendous losses, and by8 the bedinning
of December were exhausted and bled white,9 Their No-
vember offensive petered out, while the Supreme Comman-
der of the R=ad Army. J Stalin, was already preparing to
dealll the enemmy a sudden and crushing blow

The partisans operatingll in the enemy-occupied
districts helped the Red Army to harass the enemy, They
smoked the Germans out of their warm houses into the
frost, damaged lines of communication, wrecked roads,
atiacked s.na}l groups of soldiers and even fa-cist head-
quarters, and scouted for Soviet troops,

A number of intrepid volunteers were sent through the
front from Moscow to assist the partisan detachments, It
was thenl? that Tanya made her appearance in the
Vereya District,

The smaijl village of Petrishchevo, which lay in the
midst of 13 forests, was overrun with German troops, Here4
devouring the i.ay which the labour of the collective farmers
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had gathered, an enemy horse unit was <tatiovned. From
ten 1o f{fteen men were billeted in every house, The
master o the house was obliged tol® huddle on rthe sleep-
ing shelf over the‘()ven' or in some corner

The Germans confiscated all the food supplies of the
collective [{armers, The greadiest of the lotl6 was the
interpretert? who was attacaed to thi. uair 18 “He sub-
jectedlV the inhabitants ty ths worst indignities and mer
cilessly beat up both old and young,

One night somecne cut20 all the lines ol the German
field tei-phon=,21 and soon after a stable in which werz
seventeen horses of the German troops was destroyed.2®

The next night a partisan visited the village again,
He made his way to the stables, in which there were
over two hundred?3 horses of the enemy cavalry unit. He
wore 24 a hat a [ur jacket, quilted trousers and felt boota.
A knapsack was slund2d over his shoulder. When he
reached the stables, he thrust the revolver which he had
held levellej in his hand inte his blouse, pulled out a
tottle of dasoline from his knapsack, sprinkled its con ents
about26 and stooped27 to strike a match, .

Just at that moment a sentry pounced on him from
behind, gripping his hands, The partisan succeeded'iﬂ
shaking him ofl and seizing his revolver, but he did not
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8 TANYA

manage to fire. The soldier struck the weapon from his
hand and gave the alarm.

The partisan was taken to a house, where it was
discovered28 that the prisoner was a girl, quite young,
tall, olive-skinned, black-browed, with dark, lively eves
and dark clippsd hair, brushed high,

The soldiers began to run aboutZ? in great excitement
and, according to3C the account of31 the mistress of the
house, Maria Sedova, kept repeating all the time: Zrzu
Partisan  Fraw Partisin,32  The girl was stripped and
pummeled with fists, After aboout323 twenty minutes of
this she was led barefrot and in her underwear through
the village to the Voronins’ house, where the German staff
had its headquarters,

Here they alrecady knew of the capture of the young
woman vpartisan, Moreover, her fate had already been
decided.34 Tatyana had not vet arrived when the interpreter
solemnly announced to the Voronins that the young
pértisan would be publicly35 hanged3€¢ the next morning,

latyana was led37 in. She was motioned38 . over
to a bunk, Oa the tabl: opposite her were telephones, a
typewriter, a radio and various stalf documents,

Officers began to come into the ioom, The owners of

the house were ordered into the kitchen. The old woman
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10 TANYA

hesitated in confusion and an officer shouted at her:
“Come on, old lady, beat it! . . .” and prodded her in
the back. The interpreter was also sent away, The senior
officer himself quéstioned Tatyana in Russian

From the kitchen the Voronins were able to hear
everything that went on3? in the room,

Tanya answered the officer loudly and clearly, without
the slightest hesitation,

“Who are you?” he asked

“T won’t40 tell”

“Was it you that set {ire tn the stables yesterdayp”

“Yes, it was 1.”

“Why did you do itp”

“To destroy the lot of you”

Silence

“When did you come through the fromt:’

“On Fridav. ™

¢ You made it too fasi ™

“What would 1 be dawdling for?”

Tatyana was asked4l who sent her and who came with
her, They demanded that she tell themy who her friends
were, Her answers could be heard through the door: No,
I don’t know, [ won’t tell, no! Then came the sound of
a strap whistling through the air, and its sharp smacks
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12 TANYA

against a body. .. . A few minutes later a youngish42
officer dashed out of the room into the kitchen, buried his
head in his hands and sat thus till the end of the ques-
tioning,43 frowning and stopping44 up his ears, Even the
nerves of this fascist could not stand it45 | | '

Four men had taken off their bzlts and were beating
the young girl. The mistress of the house counted two
hundred lashes. Not a sound came frora Tatyana. After-
wards she still kept replying: No I won’t tell only6
her voice sounded fainter than before,

Tatvana was kept in the Voroains' house for two
hours - After the grilling she was taken to the house of
Vassily Alexandrovica Kulik  She was accompanizd by a
gonvoy which led her, unclad+7 as before, barefoot through
the snow,

When she was brought into the houss, by48 the light
of the lamp the master of the house could see a huge,
bruise on her foreheai and welts on her legs and arms.
she was‘breathin;j heavily, Her hair was matted over her
high forehead. on which beads of pezrspirationt? stood
out. Her arms were bound behind her and her lips were
bitten through to blood, and swollen, Evidentally she had
clenched her teeth on them when the {ascists had endea-

voured to heat a confessiond0 from lier,
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14 TANYA

She sat down on a bench, A Garman szntry was
standing at the door.  Vassily and Praskovya XKulik. who
were lying on the sleeping shelf over th: stove, watched
the prisoner She was sittins calm and mtionless  Then
she asked for water. Vassily Kilik climbed down {rom
the shelf and went over to the water barrel but the
sentry stopped him, snatched up thz lamp from ths table
and going over to Tatyana held it to her lips, 1In this
waY he indicated to her that she could have kerosen: to
drink, but not water 51

Kulik begdan to plead ior the girl, The sentry snapped
at him, but then gru gingly gave way52 Avidly she
drank up two big mugs,

Soon the soldiers who were billeted in the house gur-
rounded the dirl and bsgan to torment her, Some of
them punched hsr with their fists, others held lighted
matchesb3 under her chiu: while one of them drew a saw
down her spine,

The master vf the house requested that they stop
torturing the girl, at least out of consideration for the
children who w_re there, But his pleading was in vain,

 Only when they had diverted themselves to their
hearts’ content55 did the soldiers retire, Thereupor the
sentry, holding his rifle on the ready, ordered Tatyana to



