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Preface from the Editor in Chief
Thanks and Expectations for Encyclopedia of Taiwanese Music
A Key that Opens the Door to the Future

b

The vagaries and vicissitudes of history and politics have precluded us from fully
understanding the island where we reside today. Taiwan'’s past is forever shrouded in days
gone by. Our history, art, culture and relevant records survive only in the preserved
historical documents of Holland, Spain, the Ming and Ch’ing dynasties, and Japan. When
speaking of one’s own history; firmly grasping one’s own arts and culture; and
understanding one’s own past, present and future, we must first establish a viewpoint
whereby Taiwan’s history is interpreted by the Taiwanese themselves. Only then can we
uncover the true face of history. Naturally, this historical viewpoint should be formed by
compiling accurate historical documents, conducting research and analysis, and fostering
talent in relevant fields of study. How to exercise our right to interpret our own history is a
pressing matter, a challenge, and our duty as contemporary scholars.

The nativist literary debate in the 1970’s spurred a resurgence of cultural awareness in
Taiwan. Cultural diversification moved into the mainstream after the lifting of martial law
in 1987 and on through the rise of the DPP political party in the 2000 presidential election.
This in turn expedited the formation of a Taiwanese culture that could stand on its own.
Through his personal involvement in politics and community events, council member Lu
Hsiuyi became well aware that history, art, and culture were crucial to the health of a nation.
In September of 1993 he established Egret Cultural & Educational Foundation[bailusi
wenjiao jijnhui(caituan faren)], focusing on the formation of a self-defining Taiwanese
culture while actively promoting related research, compilations and publications. In its ten-
plus years in operation, the foundation has published the following works: History of
Taiwanese Communist Party in Japanese Colonialist Period; Taiwanese Music;, Music
Taiwan: A Centennial Thesis Anthology; Centennial Taiwan Musical Icon Pilgrimage; The
Beauty of Taiwan's Birds; North Sea Shore Cultural Homeland; Diamond Taiwan: Wildlife
and Nature; and Diamond Taiwan: History and Ethnicity. The foundation has also
established a database of work done by past generations of Taiwanese musicians and
commissioned the composition of nearly 20 original pieces, including four concertos: Ma

Shuilong's The Egret’s Wishes-Piano and String Quartet, Zhang Bangyan's Tao Te Ching
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Concerto, Chen Jiantai’s Far Horizon Piano Concerto, and Jin Xiwen's Violin Concerto
No. 2.

During my incumbency as chief of Council for Cultural Affairs from 2000 to 2004, 1 not
only directed the nation’s cultural affairs, but also carried out the directives of the
foundation: managing cultural assets, establishing a superior cultural environment,
promoting the cultural creative industry, fostering a new generation of cultural talent,
shaping an international image of Taiwan, and instating a Taiwanese culture that is both
contemporary and novel, innovative and traditional, international and local. As chief of CCA
I headed up the planning of more than 600 seminal publications: Complete Collection of
Historical Documents on Taiwan; The Beauty of Taiwan Series: Taiwanese Artists, Painters,
Musicians, Performers, and Masters; Taiwanese Modern Art; Taiwanese Contemporary Art;
Taiwanese Art;, Dictionary of Taiwanese History; the two-volume Dictionary of Kunqu
Opera; Almanac of Taiwanese Artists; Almanac of Taiwanese Cultural Assets; Almanac of
Taiwanese Literature; and other important reference tools.

After leaving my post as chief of Council for Cultural Affairs and returning to my
profession of choice, I recognized the necessity and urgency of publishing an encyclopedia
of Taiwan music. We were already able to reference comprehensive material on the lives
and works of Beethoven, Mozart, Chopin, Tchaikovsky, and Mahler with ease; this
nourished the hope that we could also reference information on Taiwanese composers,
compositions, virtuosos, as well as essays covering these topics. An even greater need
existed for a collection of basic terminology covering ceremonial music of the aborigines;
the different types of Chinese music, melodies and musical instruments; the birth and
development of Western music; and music appreciation. Preliminary work toward this goal
began in June of 2004. Professors and scholars of the same persuasion were asked to
contribute their professional research skills as well as their passion for this field of study.
Research in four areas-Aboriginal Music, Traditional Chinese Music, Contemporary Music
(including education and contemporary works), and Popular Music-was conducted over a
four-year period, during which more than 2,000 passages of text were scrutinized and
arranged to create the final product.

I would like to give special thanks to Professors Yan Liifen (Yen, Lu-Sen), Wen Qiuju
(Wen, Joyce), Xu Meiling (Shyu, Mei-Ling), Lii Yuxiu (Lu, Yu-Hsiu), and Chen Li-qi (Chen
Lee-Chi) for their untiring effort to complete this massive and tedious project. Completely
oblivious to the onus of her task, executive editor Lai Shuhui compiled, organized,
maintained contact with the writers, and conducted revisions with exacting precision. Of
course the writers, reviewers and musicians also deserve thanks for their part: Professors

Wang Songshan, Lii Chuikuan, Lin Gufang, Sun Chjunyan, Qian Shanhua, Pan Shiji, Liu



Fumei, Xu Lisha, Huang Lingyu, Li Jinghui, Lin Poji, Zhao Qin, Liu Linyu, Wang Qimei,
and Lin Liangzhe. Without the information they provided, their active participation in the
proof-reading and review process, or their generous assistance at all levels, we would not
have been able to deliver Encyclopedia of Taiwan Music to the printing press.

One cold front after another has put a chill on the first month of the lunar year. The image
of many professors sitting around the conference table in the NCA library with their heads
buried in work is a moving one. Close to 200 scholars and experts took part in this project;
the energy and thought they put into it are greatly appreciated. In addition, I would like to
extend my sincere thanks to senior cultural preservationists in the private sector that have
devoted themselves to collecting and compiling historical documents for many years:
Zhuang Yongmin and Chen Yixiong, among others. The completion of this arduous task was
made possible in part by referencing the information they have accumulated and furthering
the inroads they have made in this field.

This is a momentous event in Taiwanese music. The Encyclopedia of Taiwan Music has
finally materialized-the convergence of all the powers of music in one book. As it is the
first of its kind, it is difficult to ensure zero margin of error. We would greatly appreciate
remarks and suggestions from the reader so that we will be able to revise accordingly and
further enrich content prior to the second printing. As to questions concerning copyright,
please pardon us for any lapse in legality and allow us the opportunity to make amends.
This encyclopedia is for all friends of Taiwanese music. We hope that through its
compilation of historical data on Taiwanese music, it will act as a key to the blossoming of a

new generation of music.

February, 2008
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