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Lesson One
That Day

by Shelley Hoilis

Throughout my life I have heard people say that when an event of great historical impor-
tance occurs, a person remembers every detail for the rest of their life. My parents remember .
vividly the day President Kennedy was killed. I never really believed that I would experiencé ‘
anything so important that it would change me forever. The events of January 28, 1986°
proved me wrong.

When I was six, my parents decided they needed a change of scenery,so we moved to Ti-
tusville, Florida. Only 15 minutes from the space center, it was an interesting place to live.
My mom got a job at the center, and we got free passes to see launches. I learned a lot about
the space program and must have viewed 15 takeoffs. After a while , the excitement wore off
and seeing a launch when walking out to get the morning paper was something everyone took
for granted. For this reason, we didn’t really think too much when we heard about the Chal-
lenéer launch.

It was just like any other day, until I got to my math class. My friends informed me we
were going outside to watch because a teacher, Christa McAuliff, was going up. Excited to
miss class,we ran outside and stood in the playground waiting for the takeoff. My school was
so close to the space center we could hear the countdown. I remember getting impatient be-
cause they continually started counted and then stopped because something was wrong. Fi-
nally, the real countdown began: 10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1-LIFT OFF|

The shuttle rocketed up into the sky at a tremendous speed, as usual, and everyone
cheered. Then sométhing went wrong. The shuttle seemed to slow down and was suddenly
engulfed in a mass of smoke and flames. I was shocked at first and didn’t understand what
had happened. When I heard teachers around me let out horrified gasps and begin to cry, it
began to sink in. I was too shocked to cry. As I stared at the fireball in the sky, I just stood
there on the playground enveloped in my own thoughts. It blew ﬁp! 1 can’t believe this. How
could something like this happen?

I thought of the children and families of the astronauts and how they must have felt as
they watched their loved ones die. I thought of one of the astronauts I knew. His name was

Ron and he was my next door neighbor’s best friend. I thought of how he used to yell, “Hey,
2



Blondie!” at me whenever he saw me playing in the yard. I remember him taking my brother
and me fishing on Saturdays.

He can’t be dead. I just saw him two days ago.

Then a woman standing behind me yelled, “Look! Parachutes!” Momentary hope filled
me. Then I remembered that the Challenger had not been equipped with parachutes,so that
couldn’t be possible. My heart was again filled with despair as I realized that what she saw
‘were pieces of debris falling from the sky.

Finally a teacher touched my shoulder and motioned me inside. My classmates and I filed
into the classroom without saying a word. There was no sound until the principal came on the
intercom and told us we were to be dismissed early. I rode my bike home with my+friends as
usual. The only difference was the deafening silence. Even the crossing guard who normally
joked did not speak. When I arrived home, my brother and father were already there. They
were watching television, which kept replaying the horrible incident. I went to my room, I
didn’t want to see it anymore. One time was bad enough.

1 was waiting for my mother to come home from the space center. 1 wished she would
come in and announce that there had been some kind of miracle and the astronauts had sur-
vived, but when she walked in with tears streaming down her face, I knew there wasn’t going
to be any miracle. The Challenger astronauts were gone.

This experience had a great effect on me because I realize 1 have to live life to the fullest
and do my best in everything I do. There may not always be a tomorrow to fix my mistakes.
When I thought of the families of the astronauts, it made me appreciate my family and all 1
have more. I learned not to take things for granted. This experience really changed me as an
individual and I know I will never forget anything about that day for as long as I live.

Notes

1. Kennedy. E¥ 35 F 840, (EHREARBRER .
2. +proved me wrong: ERIEREEM.

3. the space center: FHATH L.

4. launch [lomtf]: K& . BT K.

5. take'for granted: N\ NEEITHRFILIHH .

6. The Challenger: EMiX KW EZF HRES).
7. Christa McAuliff: BkRESFHMAZ—, B—EBHA.
8. countdown: {&it6T.

9. engulf: [in'galf]: HF&. BA.

10. parachute ['perafuit]. P&z,

11. equip with: E%&.



12.dismissed: fBEL. B¥F.
13. mircale [mirakl]: &,

Activities

Vocabulary

Put the following sentences into Chinese.

1. A person remembers every detail for the rest of their life.
a. I shall always remember your kindness to my daughter.
b. I remember telling him about it.
¢. Remember to mail the letter.

d. I can’t remember how to get the cinema.

2. +I would experience anything so important that it would change me forever.

a. Experience is the mother of wisdom.
b. We would never forget the first night’s experience.
c. He experienced a lat of difficulties.
d. He is an experienced English teacher.
3. They needed a change.
a. My family has changed its address.
b. The color has changed.
¢. Do you have any change for the tip?
d. I thought a change might do me good.
4. We moved to Titusville.
a. The bus was already moving.
b. That table is in the way, move it please.
c. Don’t make a move or I'll shout.
d. Whose move is it?
5. We got free passes to see launches.
a. They will launch a moon rocket next week.
b. They will hold a meeting to launch the new film.
c. The workers launched the freighter with great splésh.
d. The ship will be launched next year.
6. I learned not to take things for granted.
a. I can’t granted your request.
b. I grant that what you say is correct.
c. Don’t take the teacher’s help for granted.
4



d. I take it for granted that you will stay with us.
7. My friends informed me that we were going outside.
a. He informed me that our English teacher had left for Europe.
b. Keep me informed of fresh developments.
c. This information came from the teacher.
d. This book contains much useful information.
8. The shuttle rocketed up into the sky at a tremendous speed.
a. Drive at a safe speed.
b. The time sped quickly by.
c.I sped the car through the streets.
d. The train soon speeded up.
9.1 knew there wasn’t going to be any miracle.
a. It’s a miracle that the missing boy returned.
b. It’s a miracle of technology.
c. It was a miracle that she survived.
d. The car ran over the child, but by a miracle, he was unhurt.
10. The events of January 28, 1986 proved me wrong.
a. The exception proves the rule.
b. We will prove to the students that he was right.
c. His story proved false.
d. The book proved to be very good.
Structures
1. It was an interesting place to live.
a. I still have twenty more pages to cover.
b. They will give you something to take to your friend.
¢. The doctor will give you some medicine to take for two days.
d. My father looked upon it as something to be proud of.
2.1 must have viewed 15 takeoffs.
a. She must have lost her key.
b. He may have got well already.
c. They can’t have finished their homework so soon.
d. She must have told you about it.
3. My school was so close to the space center we could hear the countdown.
a. She was so young that you must excuse her.

b. It was so good a book that everyone liked it.



c. It was such a good book that everyone liked it.
d. It was such a good weather that we could go swimming.
e. They are such good students that they could pass the exam.
f. She had so much money that she could buy it.
4. Then something went wrong.
a. It will go hard with him.
b. The milk had gone bad.
c. She went pale at the news.
d. When the teacher mentioned it to her, she went red.
5.1 wished she would come in.
a. Sometimes I wish I had time to do it.
b. I wished you wouldn’t talk like that.
¢. ] wish you had not hurt her so much.
d. T wish I had been able to talk this over with him when he was here last evening.
True or False
Correct the sentence if it is false according to the article.
1. The writer’s family needed a change because the writer needed a new school.
2. The writer’s home is far away from the space center.
3. The writer thought the launch of the Challenger was very important at first.
4. Countdoun means to count the number from 10 to 100.
5. The students were going outside to watch because the spaceship—Challenger was a new
ship.
6. Because the spaceship equiped with parachutes, the astronauts might have some kind of
miracle.
7. “The Challenger astronauts were gone” means they went to another space center.
8. If the astronauts were survived we could always fix our mistakes tomorrow.
9. The writer’s parents are both worked in the space center.
Multiple Choice Test

1. Itis ___ cold weather that we could hardly go out.
A. such B. such a
C.so D.a so
2. Her voice is ___ that everyone enjoys her songs
A. so beautiful B. such beautiful
C. very beautiful D. too beautiful.
3.1wishI ___ you better.
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A. know B.am knowing

C. knew D. have known

4.1 wished it ___ , but it did.
A. occurred not B. did not occur
C. had hot occurred D. was not occurred.

5.1 wish that we  with my brother when he flies to England next week.
A. could go . : B. had gone
C. will go D. are going _

6. The window is __ small that no one can climb through it.
A.so . B. such
C. too D. very

7. We moved to the front row _ we could hear and see better.
A.so A B. so that
C. such D. such that

8. “Can you ride a horse?”
“No, I never had the chance P
A. for learning B. for learning how
C. how to learn it D. to learn how.
9.1 haven’t got a chair
A. to sit B. for to sit on
C. to sit on D. for sitting

10. I’m not sure which restaurant

A. to eat on B. eating at
C. to eat at D. for eating
11.He _ have been nervous because he didn’t go straight in.
A. ought to B. must
C. should D. had to
12. “Why didn’t you answer the phone last night?”
“I____ when you called.”
A. had to have slept B. have to be sleeping
C. must have been sleeping D. must have slept

13. The children must not go

A. hungrily B. hungry
C. hunger D. hungered

14. The engine went



A. die B. died

C. dead D. death
15. Fish soon goes _ in hot weather.

A. badly B. bad

C. well D. good
Reading

Mr. Day was a teacher at a school in a big city in. the north of England. He usually went
to France or Germany for a few weeks during his summer holidays, and he spoke French and
German quite well.

But one year Mr. Day said to one of his friends, “I’m going to have a holiday in Athens.
But I don’t speak Greek, so I'll go to evening classes and have Greek lessons for a month be-
fore I go. ”

He studied very hard for a month, and then his holidays began and he went to Greece.

When he came back a few weeks later, his friend said to him, “Did you have any trouble
with your Greek when you were in Athens, Dick?”

“No, I didn’t have any trouble with it,” answered Mr. Day. “But the Greeks did!”

Which answer to the fellowing questions is right?
1. Why did Mr. Day have Greek lessons?
A. Because he like evening classes.
B. Because he wanted to visit Greece.
C. Because he did not like French and English.
2. How long did Mr. Day stay in Greece?
A. A month. B. A few weeks.
C. One year.
3. What did the Greeks have trouble with?
A.Mr. Day’s Greek. B.Mr. Day’s friend.
C. Mr. Day’s holiday.
Key to Lesson One
Muctiple Choice Test
1.A 2.A 3.C 4C 5 A 6.A 7.B 8D
9.C 10.C 11.B 12.C 13.B 14.C 15.B
Reading
i.B 2.B 3.A
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EXTENSIVE READING

Who Cares?

by John Watkins

People are dying.

Nobody is crying.

Too busy buying,

Or selling. Whatever.

It doesn’t matter anyway.

Cause we’re all gonna die someday.
Nobody knows how or when.

But let’s see who’s crying then.

Letters "

Dear Editor,

I’ve been reading your magazine for about four months now, and think it’s a pretty good
magazine. I have noticed, looking through the December issue and the three preceding ones,
that in the fiction section, everything is the same.

It seems to me that every story is about some teen-ager’s meaningful experience in life.
Fine. I enjoy reading those stories. But what about science fiction? What about horror? In
the stories I’ve seen the only people who die are old or sick or both. There is no action or ad-
venture. There is no fantasy. Is this because very few people submit these Kinds of stories?
Or is it because the editor only puts in what he (she) likes instead of what I, and my friends
who read the magazine, enjoy reading?

Everything else in the magazine is cool: pen-pals, poetry, yadda yadda yadda+-+but the
fiction section does not have what it could have. It has potential.

Yours,
John

Dear Editor,
I truly enjoy reading your magazine every month. I wait for my health teacher to hand

out the magazines in anticipation of what great pieces I will read. I am writing in response to
9



