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ABSTRACT

One of the objectives of College English educational reform in China is to
develop language learner autonomy (LA). And university EFL teachers play a
crucial role in the development of language LA. Teachers’ pedagogical knowledge
for the development of learner autonomy (TPKDLA) is the underlying key, with a
direct impact on the classroom teaching decisions and behavior of the teachers in
their efforts to promote the development of LA. Therefore, to study the structure
of TPKDLA, explore its status and deficiency, and propose appropriate measures,
are greatly conducive to achieving the goal of College English educational reform.

The review of the relevant literature and discussion on LA and teacher
autonomy has revealed that both terms have been more or less subjected to
definition. The research on LA and teacher autonomy is also developing rapidly
in recent years. However, for the development of LA, it is rarely studied from the
perspective of teachers’ pedagogical knowledge. Through a critical analysis of
the existing research literature, the theoretical framework for the current research
is proposed. On such a basis, the pragmatism research approach is adopted, and
mixed methods research design, which combines case study with survey research,
is applied in the present study. In the case study, through six-month research, five
university EFL teachers are interviewed and their classroom teaching respectively
observed. In addition, their 627 students are asked to complete a questionnaire
survey. Meanwhile, 624 university teachers are also invited to fill out a teacher’s
questionnaire. From the angle of micro and macro comparative analysis, and
according to the teachers’ professional development stages - as a language learner
and as a language educator, it is intended to examine university EFL teachers’
cognition and practice for the development of LA, analyze the factors that affect
the construction of TPKDLA. Based on these grounds, the structure of TPKDLA

1s framed.
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The major research findings of the study are as follows. Firstly, TPKDLA
is a personal, complex, and dynamic structure composition, which interweaves
pre-service teachers’ experience of autonomy as a language learner, in-service
teachers’ belief on LA, teachers’ efforts in coordinating the hindering factors that
influence the development of LA, and teachers’ teaching practice in promoting
the development of LA. Secondly, even though university EFL teachers generally
realize the importance of developing LA, they lack clear, systematic, complete
mastery of the theoretical and practical knowledge for the development of LA,
which is embodied in the deficiency of their teaching practice for the development
of LA. Thirdly, during the different stages of teachers’ professional development,
whether they have received relevant training for the development of LA is an
important factor that affects the construction of TPKDLA. Fourthly, TPKDLA is a
necessary, but not a sufficient condition for the development of LA.

From the perspective of TPKDLA, the present study defines and elaborates
the connotation and characteristics of TPKDLA, which enriches the theoretical
research literature on foreign language teachers’ pedagogical knowledge.
Moreover, the study also expands the concept of LA by redefining and interpreting
the notion of LA. Furthermore, the study complements the pre-service and in-
service teacher education empirical research literature on the development of LA,
and provides a certain amount of empirical research foundation for the building
of teachers’ knowledge for the development of students’ language learning
autonomy. In addition, the study provides important revelation to university EFL
teachers’ professional training and development, as well as to the teaching practice

for the achievement of LA.

KEY WORDS: learner autonomy, pedagogical knowledge for autonomy,

College English, teacher knowledge, teacher development, teacher autonomy
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