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ancy and Antoine were pleased. Their

4-year-old daughter, Janelle, had been
accepted at Rainbow Gardens Preschool in
Manhattan Beach, California, a prosperous sub-
urb of Los Angeles. The preschool came highly
recommended by their close friends, whose son
was attending the school. With Nancy’ s pro-
motion and Antoine’ s new job, schedules had
become more difficult, and Gardens

never done before. They took Janelle to a coun-
selor. She said it was nothing to worry about,
that all kids go through things like this from time
to time. This was justa “developmental adjust

ment” anda “separation anxiety.” Their daugh-

ter would be just fine in a little while.
When allegations of sexual abuse of 3-, 4-,
and 5-year-olds at Rainbow Gardens made

was able to handie their need for flexible hours.
Atfirst, Janelle

She had begun to ISDI::::I.IH;dndI‘H
have nightmares. lsmenhichensr
parent drove her to

school for the pleasures of her little friends and
the gentle care of loving teachers. Then, gradu-
ally, almost imperceptibly, a change came over
her. At first, Janelle became reluctant to leave
her parents. Then she began to whimper in the
mornings when they were getting her ready for
school. And lately she had begun to have night-
mares. She was waking up crying and scream-
ing several times a week, something she had

parents around the nation were
devastated. The unthinkable had become real.
"Was it happening at our preschool, too? Could
ithek g with our child?” they
But for Nancy and Antoine, it was more than a
nagging question, Overnight, Janelle” s night-
mares, her crying, and her bed-wetting took
on new meaning. Those gentle teachers, so
affectionate with the children, child molesters?
Janelle undressed, photographed, forced to
commit sexual acts with adults, and threatened
with the death of her puppy if she told?

Nancy and Antoine don’ tknow. It is either
thisorsimplya “developmental adjustment,”
maybe just a normal “separation anxiety.” Now
itisNancy’ sand Antoine’ s turn for nightmares.
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