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Former Fugitive Credits Social Worker for Steering
Him Toward a Restored Life

By Nicole Saidi and Christina Zdanowicz, CNN

(CNN)—He fled a “nightmare” childhood for the uncertainty of foster
care, maneuvered through several years behind bars and a jail break that turned
him into a fugitive, and steeped much of his free time in alcohol. Mike Stouffer
is now sober and involved in restorative justice programs' that help teenage of-
fenders. He has exchanged letters wi%sidem Obama and received a personal

response. ~¢

Stories of charity and goodwill ar lace during the holidays, but

less often do you hear what it’s like to recei ood deeds.

The Wausau, Wisconsin, resident credits h')%snound to his now-retired
social worker of almost 40 years, Dale Herrick. &

“I knew you could, Mike,” Herrick said. “I was LQ{pf the decisions
he made. I guess he became more straightforward with me. il one of my
‘kids. 7 7 @

Herrick said Stouffer was clearly a smart guy, and figured ﬁ?%
realize he didn’t need to stay in survival mode. He compares the situati

ying a slot machine; Keep adding nickels and have faith. Herrick says he
sn’t care who inserts the coins, “as long as [ Stouffer] hits the jackpot. ”*

Stouffer is now a regular CNN iReport’ contributor who shares positive com-
munity stories. Under the screenname “WausauFamily,” Mike and his wife have
submitted more than 100 iReports, often on events in and around their city.

Volunteerism, social events and nature photography are some of their favor-
ite subjects to report on. “I simply share life through my lens and thoughts,” he

says in his iReport profile.
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He also wrote a letter to President Obama and received a personal reply
that he later shared on iReport. Recently, he invited Don Ryder, recipient of
the 2009 National Peace Award, over for dinner and then church. Ryder, also
a Wausau resident, is an advocate for prisoner’s rights who received the award
for his role in bringing clean drinking water to the Masai people in Kenya.

In the spirit of giving back to the community Stouffer harmed in his forma-
tive years, he works with troubled 12-to 19-year-olds in restorative justice pro-
grams. He says he asks for the “worst” cases in so he can have maximum im-
pact.

Stouffer encourages teen offenders to talk to their victims and speaks in
schools. Herrick’s work inspired this effort.

“Everybody else has given up on these kids. I want to be the one who says,
‘I won’t give up on you. ’ "

During his childhood, he says trouble at home led Stouffer to be a hell-
raiser at school who ran away and got into fights. Herrick, then a rookie social
worker, was assigned to help the troubled boy find foster homes. Stouffer was
only 12 years old when the pair met, but he always appreciated Herrick’s per-
sistence in the face of Stouffer’s “defensive wall. ”

“I remember, to this day, how much faith and trust I had in Dale,”
Stouffer said. “I didn’t want to show him these things because I was used to
disappointment and rejection. I played the tough kid role and acted like it didn’t
matter. It did, though.”

Stouffer says he ran away at 14 in hopes of finding his mother. He hopped
on a bus and wound up scared and lost in Chicago, Illinois. Herrick was the
person he called for help.

Herrick calmed him down over the phone and drove to the next state to re-
trieve him. He asked the teen to trust him and talk about his feelings as they
drove home.

“I think we’ve kind of become friends in many ways,” Herrick said.
“I'm kind of a parent to him, kind of a mentor to him. ”

Stouffer continued to make trouble and went to several juvenile detention
institutions. A botched escape attempt got him solitary confinement until his re-
lease at age 18.

He was arrested for armed robbery while concealed—he was wearing a ski

_2_
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mask—in 1979 at age 19.

While being held in county jail in Wisconsin, he and other inmates staged
an escape by gradually chipping at the wall. The orange-jumpsuited Stouffer be-
came a fugitive. TV and radio announcements warned the public of an “armed
and dangerous” escapee.

Stouffer frantically called Herrick a couple of nights later from Salt Lake
City, Utah. The grapevine was buzzing about the break. *

“Hey Mike, come on, let’s do some thinking,” the social worker recalls
saying, adding that he was obligated to report their conversation to authori-
ties. Stouffer got scared and hung up.

Herrick says he felt the best thing to do was keep his door open in case
Stouffer needed him and just encourage him to keep thinking and making the
right decisions. They didn’t always agree, but Stouffer says he benefited from
his social worker friend’s nonjudgmental approach.

A couple more years passed. Stouffer met a woman and had a son with
her, but soon found himself a single parent and fugitive all at once. He decided
his wild lifestyle could be harmful, so he put his son in foster care and turned
himself in.

He was placed in medium—and maximum—security facilities to serve his
10-year sentence. One was the Columbia Correctional Institution in Portage, Wi-
sconsin, which has housed notorious inmates such as cannibalistic serial killer
Jeffrey Dahmer.

After being granted parole twice and having it revoked, he finally got out
of jail in 1991. *He was able to secure equipment to become a tattoo artist. He
had learned about it underground in prison and figured it would be better for
him than an office job. He pursued the field as his own family business and kept
writing.

A major turning point in his life was when he met his wife, Bobbi, while
making a bet at a pool hall.

He gave her his number and Bobbi called the next day. They’'ve been to-
gether since. Mike Stouffer credits Bobbi, and his children, with encouraging
him to stop drinking. He decided he wouldn’t marry Bobbi until he was sober,
and says he has been since May 2001.

Bobbi Stouffer says she was uneasy about dating her future husband, but

—_ 3 —
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his straightforwardness won her over. Mike Stouffer says he isn’t sure what she
saw in him. Bobbi says sticking with him was the best decision she ever made.

“He tends to see things way out of the box from other people. °1 don’t
know if that is because of how he grew up or the trials he went through, but he
tends to see life through a different lens. The smallest things in life are really a
joy and a gift. "

Some of Stouffer’s volunteer work rocketed him into his past when he went
through one of his old cell blocks by chance. Time stood still after 20 years,
and he recognized some of the faces.

This year, he took an inmate to community social club for Thanksgiving
dinner.

Herrick says Mike Stouffer is doing important work with troubled youth
who need to see other options in life. Herrick also applauds Stouffer for walking
away from his old people and places. “There’s a saying: If you spend enough
time in a barbershop, you will get a haircut,””’ the social worker said.

Mike Stouffer says he can’t thank Herrick enough for his willingness to keep
putting nickels in the machine even when the jackpots weren’t coming easy.

*Social workers, the next time you are questioning whether your work
matters, believe that it does. [ Herrick | never judged me or was mean. His
voice was the only compassionate sound I heard during some of my darkest and

confusing hours of my young life. ”

Notes:

1. restorative justice programs kK&t wlEmiH . FEEETE T SILFE A
A, PREIER 28T, M FiEEeliksiit, fERRSE— Bk H
TREEMILAE .

2. He compares the situation to playing a slot machine. Keep adding nickels
and have faith. Herrick says he doesn’t care who inserts the coins, “as long
as [ Stouffer | hits the jackpot. " I &b LRy ik — 4~ A SUH I IE B8 a0 e & 1%
BL, AW Ehd mF A F Ot 2 h R

3. iReport j& CNN J#f F—~ 7 i BB [ 89 W3k . iReport & HR A5 £ X% #1
SISO AR, Bahis L% P i el LLLE R A F 48
ARFVFE, S P EM iReport Ji, AT LAY T A0 /2% 6 BR A 35 8,
. R, RTT. SRR, sunHEM.
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4. The grapevine was buzzing about the break. /il ifj B 4 & % T #HK 1Y

il .

5. After being granted parole twice and having it revoked, he finally got out of
jail in 1991, f B ARIRAT T MKERE IR SROLZ , (HEHUE , &2 T 1991

AF TR T A

6. He tends to see things way out of the box from other people. fthF& A IR
P BEAR A3

7. “There’s a saying: If you spend enough time in a barbershop, you will get

a haircut,” FEHUAJEfF A T HAREI0 kK, HmIREE — 4 Ay

N o

New words:

¥ o n] EER T in P i) % A S R
n. ﬂﬁﬁﬁgy *E‘ﬁﬁzzm
1 fugitive [ 'fju:dzativ] n. #E30
adj. | #1009 MELAIRELAY; HIEH
n.o | WG, e, {EH
2 maneuver [ ma'nuiva | v. KR
v, fedh, HIWEHE; g
adj. | AP EERTN ., MY restorative justice
3 | restorative [ ri'starativ ] program | ] k&
n. f&*l‘lﬁlq ;H‘vézj. y{‘é’?ﬂ] ﬂfﬁjﬁiﬁﬁ
. n. (k] B M
4 nickel [ 'nikl ] n. fEM
v. | BEERT
Wik S, BRI LR | ket
5 jackpot [ 'dzekppt | n. EK]TEE‘;@- ﬁ-lfﬁ Tl sk d,
Sk B E A
n. | EZH; Hiy KEE
6 | recipient [ ri'sipiant | n. R¥E
adj. | BHEZN; BZHRN
n. | PRI EE SRR ia]; e formative year
7 | formative | 'farmativ | . ey, &R [iE] HiA AR
“C g TEC R
no | PKE, Welal; Huel; (] KR
8 retrieve [ r'trizv] WE; wE: (i) BE; & v. R H]
Y| mmE Ry
H H 2 T
9 detention [di'tenfn] n. i, i BE; RN n. $i8

Kes (dEik) Hf
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gR
5 A TR it ] & Ay R
MR T, %56, B &k
A.
4, [B] (HRk6y) et botched
10 botch [ bot[]
i #h 4, BHh; ETFHEW adj. FHhi
| MR AR R
n. | MEE, B kAt
11 solitary [ 'solatri | = MAR, BLH; B0; M adj. AT
] s mEm
e Ak 2 v e,
12 | confinement | [ kan'fainmant | | n. B, X¥y T E57 B n. stk
i, Zys
13 | concealed [ kan'sizld | adj. | B adj. PR
14| grapevine | ['greipvam] | n. :?ﬁ:‘éggéfg‘ e e T
RYAWER, REmpny; &
- ' ' - . . 3 . q
15 | notorious [ nau'tomrrias | | adj. AR, EAEEL adj. B2 BHREN
16 | cannibalistic | [ keniba'listik] | adj. | AW, FXEHEH adj. [FZEAIEHY;
. y . adj. | EZEW); EBRN; A serial killer
s Il 3 = i -
seri L S1ar12 N HAR/NE; B PELER; EW EHRAT
¥, (] TTFEH
= . : Bk
18 inmate [ 'inmeit | n. Rl RR, (R n. LA
LA
SRR, R KRB,
5 e - adj. | BEMEEER; AHIE; FAEK. P T——
1 sober ['sauba(r) | - adj. i
v. (fi) &, () 75FE; ™l
straightfor-
20 [ strert'farwadnas | | n. HE, HR n HE
wardness
21 | barbershop [ 'ba:bafop | n. () MANE, BEIEMEE n. F&IE
adj. | FIFEY; 1LFRM foster care
22 foster ['fosta(r) ]
v | BEgE; HE; fedE; R REHF
. BHEE, Bk HREE P A9 AK IR
23 1 1 L A [ 5IH L
o . " eEmeE: AT .S R
PR, W, FREE, BT
24 lauds 'plo:d 1 2
wplands | Lol v s, s T
adj. | FRETECH; #RBHG
25 |compassionate| [ kam'pa[anat | adj. # [F1E L0
V. It ; 418
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Useful expressions:

Steer sb. toward restored life 5| &------ g YEn
maneuver through years behind bars X ¥ B 1= il 7] i)
steep time in alcohol SE H

teenage offenders HFH/AEILIE

credit...to... JH--eeee IHIFeee e

turnaround 2t HOET, WIRECE

social worker #t T

stay in survival mode {E#H 2 NAETE

have maximum impact iz K [¥) 521

be a hell-raiser at school “#4Z 1935 & &

get into fights FTZ8 |-

wind (1:fZ3 wound) up... ZERE----
juvenile detention institutions /40 SR B ALY
a botched escape attempt 3k} < i%

armed robbery fitiEh

nonjudgmental approach  Jof W, . EIFH] ) =
wild lifestyle 7G5 il ) A 3 72X

secure equipment f5%| T H

win sb. over  FHIRE] [ AR TR AR
rocket sb. into the past 3 A —F -+ [nl T &
see other options in life 7 %I A A= v i) HoAth i £
sth. comes easy «----: 5185

Questions for comprehension :

1. Who is Mike Stouffer?

. Whom does Mike Stouffer credit his turnaround to?

. What is Mike Stouffer’s contribution to CNN iReport?

. What was Mike Stouffer’s life like before 187

. Before Mike Stouffer turned himself in, what did he do?

. After Mike Stouffer got out of jail in 1991, what happened to his life?

. How does Mike Stouffer’s present wife think about his husband?

. How did Dale Herrick help Mike Stouffer in different cases? What was Dale’s

working approach like?

0 N N B WN
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9. What can contribute the turnaround of a person who has served jail time?
10. What is the role of a social worker for the troubled youth?

Discussions :
1. What is the significance of social work for a society?

2. What is the importance of social work for an individual ?

E-C Translation ;

He fled a “nightmare” childhood for the uncertainty of foster care, maneu-
vered through several years behind bars and a jail break that turned him into a fu-
gitive, and steeped much of his free time in alcohol. Mike Stouffer is now sober
and involved in restorative justice programs that help teenage offenders. He has

exchanged letters with President Obama and received a personal response.

C-E Translation ;

1RGSR E KA A AR, AR R A0, 3
T1 T4 BN AR S R] 0 5 L 12~ 19 2 [ [a] @i i /D 4E

2. FEAMIELERIE RN B E R, S kIR E TS,

3. R AL B P, T AL AN B R ok

4. FEAFE A2 RO p sl 2 Py slcfth B 22 0 AR AR T, B TR AR TR

i R S S AR,
5. TEFRAFRR AT SL di S 05 R B DR A EF () B, il ) P S e — I 3 9
R B P

Using the appropriate phrases to fill in the blanks:

A. by chance B. received...for C. was assigned to
D. survival mode E. in case F. in prison
G. applauds...for H. was obligated to I. foster care

J. credits...to

1. The Wausau, Wisconsin, resident his turnaround his
now-retired social worker of almost 40 years, Dale Herrick.

2. Herrick said Stouffer was clearly a smart guy, and figured he just had to re-
alize he didn’t need to stay in

3. Ryder, also a Wausau resident, is an advocate for prisoner’s rights who

the award his role in bringing clean drinking water to the
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