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X} Travel Plan Consultation

< Warm-up Questions

1. Where do you go for a visit when you have free time?

2. How do you get the tourism information?

Section 1 Dialogues

1. Making a Travel Plan

(Sarah is an American tourist who stays in Beijing Hotel. Now she is at the
Hotel Travel Counter and wants to get some information about travelling from a
clerk.)

Clerk: Good morning. Can I help you?

Sarah: Good morning. This is my first time here in Beijing. Could you give me
some suggestions about travelling in Beijing?

Clerk: Sure. There are many world famous scenic spots in Beijing, such as
the Great Wall, Tian’anmen Square, the Palace Museum, the Summer
Palace, the Temple of Heaven and the Ming Tombs. Apart from these six
major scenic spots, we have Hutong Tour, Old City Tour, Sanlitun Bar
Street tour and...

Sarah: Well, so many scenic spots. But I really don’t know where I should go
first.

Clerk: How long will you stay in Beijing?

Sarah: About 5 days.

Clerk: The Great Wall is a must, which will take you one day, as it’s a little far
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from the city center. But we offer one-day-tour to the Great Wall, which
could be suitable for you.

Sarah: That sounds quite qood, but I don’t wanna go too far on the first day, I
may go to the Great Wall the next day.

Clerk: Well, you can go to the Palace Museum and Tian’anmen Square on the
first day. It only takes you 10 minutes to walk there. And on the third
day you can visit the Summer Palace and the Temple of Heaven.

Sarah: That sounds better. May I have a tour guide with me for a three-day
tour?

Clerk: Sure, we have tour services.

Sarah: Thank you so much for your help.

Clerk: You are welcome. By the way, here is our tour brochure.

Sarah: It’s very nice of you. Thank you. Bye-bye!

Clerk: Good-bye!

2. Travel Information

(After the first day tour to the Palace Museum and Tian’anmen Square,
Sarah wants to get more information. She walks to a travel counter clerk. )
Clerk: Good morning. What can I do for you?

Sarah: Good morning. Do you offer package tour?

Clerk: Yes. We have one-day package tour to the Great Wall and one to the
Summer Palace. We also have a one-day tour to the Palace Museum and the
Temple of Heaven. You could also visit surrounding areas, such as Bashang
Grassland in Hebei Province which takes one day.

Sarah: I went to the Palace Museum yesterday.

Clerk: Did you enjoy your trip?

Sarah: Yeah, it was great. But I’d like to join a package tour rather than go

around all by myself, I’d like to know some people while traveling. And

€D
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Clerk:

Sarah:
Clerk:
Sarah:
Clerk:

Sarah:
Clerk:

Sarah:
Clerk:
Sarah:
Clerk:

my parents have decided to be here during their summer vacation after
seeing the photos I posted on Instagram. So I want to get more travel
information here.

Well, but we only offer one-day tour in our hotel. If you want to take
a package tour for more days, you could call these travel agencies.
(Showing a list of travel agencies)

Well, it’s a long list. Which one do you recommend?

CITS and CYTS are the most famous ones.

Thank you. Is there any information I can get from the internet?
Certainly. All the agencies have their official website, just call or search
on the internet directly.

Great. Thank you so much.

You’re welcome. And I’d like to remind you that commonly the price
of a package tour in China includes the admission tickets, English tour
guiding service, the transportation fee and a Chinese lunch.

It’s good to know that. Should I need to tip the guide?

That’s up to you. Actually most of Chinese guide don’t ask for tips.

I see. Thank you so much for your help.

You are welcome.

CITS — China International Travel Service

CYTS- China Youth Travel Service

I. Role-play & Pair Work

Make a dialogue with your partner by using the ten sentences given

below. You can refer to the two dialogues you have just learned.

1. Could you please recommend some scenic spots in Beijing?

»



Part | Tour Preparation and Departure

Y

2. The Great Wall is a must.

3. Anywhere else could you recommend for me?
4. How much is the one-day City Tour?

5. Where can I have a Hutong Tour?

6. Do you have a French-speaking tour guide?

7. How many people are there in the coach tour?
8. Does the coach have air-conditioning?

9. How can I get there?

10. Do you have non-smoking coaches?

II. Listening Practice

A. Now listen to the passage and answer the following questions.
1. What are the six main historical sightseeing places in Beijing?

2. How old is Beijing as a city?

3. How long does Mary stay in Beijing?

4. Where did Mary go for her first day?

5. Does the hotel provide English tour guide for Mary?

B. Now listen to the second passage and complete the following sentences.

1. The Travel Counter of the Hotel have optional tour or

every day.

2. The Hotel Counter can for the tourists in the
hotel.

3. The arrangement of the Hotel made the tourists to

have the tour.

4. The Great Wall is kilometers away from the downtown.

5. The price includes admission tickets, English tour guide,

b

and a Chinese lunch.

&
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Scenic Spots in Beijing

Nowadays, many people travel in search of a better life or in order to satisfy
their needs and curiosity, or just for fun. When traveling in Beijing, people
usually visit the beautiful sightseeing places.

There are six main scenic spots in Beijing. They are: Tian’anmen Square,
the Palace Museum (Forbidden City), the Summer Palace, the Temple of
Heaven, the Great Wall and the Ming Tombs.

Located in the center of Beijing, Tian’anmen has a history of about 600
years. With an area of 44 hectares, Tian’anmen Square is the largest city center
square in the world and attracts millions of people from all over the world every
year. It is a place to hold important national celebrations of festivals.

The Forbidden City has a history of over 500 years. It was the place where
the emperors lived and handled state affairs. There were altogether 24 emperors
who lived and conducted state affairs for 491 years. It is not only the best-
preserved imperial palace in China but also the largest ancient palatial structure
in the world.

The Summer Palace is located on the northwest outskirts of Beijing, about
20 kilometers away from the city center. It is mainly formed with the Longevity
Hill and Kunming Lake. Being very famous in the world, it attracts millions of
visitors every year.

Situated in the southern part of Beijing, the Temple of Heaven used to be
the place where the emperors of the Ming and Qing dynasties worshiped the
God of Heaven and prayed for a good harvest. It is the largest group of Taoist
building in China.

The Ming Tombs are located in Changping District, about 50 kilometers to

&>
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the northwest of Beijing. 13 Ming Emperors are buried in this area, hence the
name of “Thirteen Ming Tombs” in Chinese.

The Great Wall is one of the most famous ancient construction wonders
in the world. For many centuries, the Great Wall was used to keep out the
invading troops of the northern nomadic tribes and witnessed the rise and fall
of many dynasties. Now, being a famous historical site for tourists, it plays a
very important role in enhancing the friendship between the Chinese people and

peoples of the world.

Words & Expressions

sightseeing [ 'sartsi:m] n. W

scenic [ 'si:nik] adj. XU

symbol ['stmb(2)1] n. Z1iF

hectare [ hektea] n. 23 ki

emperor ['emp(a)ra] n. &7 , B F

imperial palace &

the Ming Tombs B+ =&

the Longevity Hill J7 % 1l|

Kunming Lake BB

the largest city center square F K AR T .03
to handle state affairs b H [ 3

worship the God of Heaven 2% K

pray for a good harvest #fr 4+

the northern nomadic tribes Jt 77 I 44 B 567%
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Exercises

I. Post-reading Practice

Answer the following questions based on the text you have read.

1. What are the purposes of traveling for many people nowadays?

2. If you were a foreign visitor, where would you like to visit in Beijing?

3. What are the main sightseeing places in Beijing?

4. Do you know the historical and present functions of Tian’anmen Square, the

Palace Museum, and the Temple of Heaven?

5. Where did the emperors live in the Ming and Qing dynasties?

I1. Word Study

Look up the words listed below in a dictionary and fill in the following

blanks with them in proper forms.

famous live information pray garden
flower travel palatial center imperial
1. Many people believe that is a part of people’s life.
2. Foreigners like to visit the ancient architecture in Beijing.
3. People can get the travel from the travel agencies.
4. Tian’anmen Square is located in the of Beijing.
5. During the National Day, Tian’anmen Square is decorated with many

6. In the old days, emperors used to in the Forbidden City.

7. Beihai Park is the oldest imperial in the world.
8. In the old days, emperors went to the Temple of Heaven to for

a good harvest.
9. The tomb for an emperor is called tomb.

10. There are many ancient scenic spots in Beijing.
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¥ At the Travel Agency (1)

< Warm-up Questions

1. If you want to book a package tour, where would you go?

2. How much would you like to spend on a package tour?

Section 1 Dialogues

1. Asking about a Tour at the Travel Agency

(Sarah is at the front desk of China International Travel Service asking

about the tour in China.)

Clerk: Good morning. Can I help you?

Sarah: My parents will come to China this summer vocation. I’d like to take
them around, but I have no idea about the places of interest in China.
Could you plan a tour for us?

Clerk: Certainly. How many days are you planning to travel?

Sarah: It’s about 10 to 15 days.

Clerk: Do you want to go to the south or the north?

Sarah: Well, I have no idea. Could you tell me more about these places?

Clerk: All right. There are more scenic spots in the south, for example,
Hangzhou and Suzhou have beautiful exquisite gardens, Shanghai is
a modern city and Kunming is a city with a nice temperature all year
round.

Sarah: This sounds like an interesting tour!

Clerk: And the tour to the north is also very interesting.
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Sarah: Then tell me more about it.

Clerk: The tour to the north includes Harbin, nicknamed as the Ice City,
Huhehot, which is located in the Inner Mongolia with beautiful
grassland. And Xi’an is located in the northwest, known as one of
the famous ancient cities, whick is worth going to, because Emperor
Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum Site Museum is there, where you can see
Terra-Cotta Warriors Exhibition.

Sarah: I have never been to the grassland. I love this tour too.

Clerk: Here is the tour brochure, with the prices for each tour and other
information in detail.

Sarah: That’s wonderful! I’ll come back after I make the decision.

Clerk: All right. See you later.

2. Choosing a Tour Package

(Sarah wants to visit some sightseeing places around Beijing. Now she is at
the Travel Agency again.)

Clerk: Good morning. Welcome again. What can I do for you?

Sarah: Good morning. Could you please arrange a tour for me?

Clerk: Of course. Please tell me what kind of tour you are interested in?

Sarah: I have been to the Forbidden City, the Summer Palace, the Temple of
Heaven and the Great Wall already. I also want to see some other scenic
spots around Beijing. Would you please make a recommendation for me?

Clerk: Certainly. Here is a tour. Tanzhe Temple is quite worth visiting. It is 45
kilometers in the southwest suburbs of Beijing. As an ancient saying
goes, “Tanzhe Temple came into being before Beijing.”

* Sarah: Is it a whole day tour?



