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‘ Career Planning

S Career planning is not a hard activity, not something to be put off, but rather an activity that should
be liberating and fulfilling, providing goals to achieve in your current career or plans for beginning
a transition to a new career. It is important to come up with your career planning as it gives you the
most needed direction and makes it clear there where you see yourself in future. It makes you aware of
Yyour strength, weakness, skills and knowledge that are required to achieve your goals in future. Career

planning should be a rewarding and positive experience. And it’s never too soon or too late to start your

career planning.



Part I

[ It’s important to get ready for your career after college. Watch the

video and then fill in the blanks based on your own practical situations.

CURRENT SKILLSET

I want to become a / an in Skills I own:

5 B

years.

Achievements | have:

5. IDENTIFY WHO ¢

Explore your Use alumni

connections networks

ST

I can gain help from 5 I need to to develop my

and when [ plan for my career. skills for my desired career.



I think could be my mentor to [ need to re-evaluate and update my plan each

support my plan. year.

] [ What aspects do you think are most important when you choose a career? Make your
top 3 choices from the following list and write down your reasons. Share your answers with

vour partners and find out the differences between you and your partners.

personal time salary
working environment promotion opportunities

industry future having new things to learn

Top 1

Reason

welfare and benefits
fully applying what I’ve learned

passion for the career

Top 2

Reason

Top 3

Reason
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Part 1| ERIUe\ARIEIE
Intensive Reading

How to Turn Your Passion into a Career

Deeanne Gist

Pre-Reading Questions: ,:3:3:@@'@

:- F. “-‘n.ﬁ%
AT
B

1 Do you have passion for starting your own business?

2 If your business turned out to be a failure, what would you do?

B} ['ve often heard people say: “If you do something you love, you’ll never have to
work a day in your life.” Um... not! At least, not in my experience. It’s a nice idea, but I've
had to work really hard to turn something I love into a career.

B1 1 made my first attempt at “doing what I love” when I was in my thirties. At the
time, I had this wonderful habit of going antiquing' on the weekends and in my spare time.
After buying a few items’, dressing them up and selling them for profit’, I got the bright
idea that I could turn antiquing into a job. I’ve always been a big history buff’, so spending
my time around old treasures sounded like the perfect fit.

I rented a booth® at the antique store, set up a shop and waited for that moment

of extreme happiness — I was finally doing something I thought I loved. But sooner rather



than later, it started to wear me out. The bookkeeping®, business-building and buying for
profit instead of fun sucked’ the life right out of my hobby, and eventually®, right out of
me. This whole “doing something you love™ concept wasn’t as easy as it sounded. The good
news was, I got to keep all the inventory’ I had left over when I closed shop. I didn’t plan it

10

that way. Honest, I didn’t. But my husband is still very doubtful ™ about the whole thing.

Bl Fast-forward a couple of years. I was still dreaming about how to turn my passion
into a career. Like many “mompreneurs”, my next idea came from my children. At the time,
I had 4 little ones and a house full of messes to clean up. It seemed impractical" to spend
my days cleaning up after 4 messy'’ kids, when instead I could enlist" their help. So I
invented a chore' system where the kids did their chores, they maintained the entire thing
and I stayed in my recliner' (that was in the rule book I wrote up). I didn’t really stay in my
recliner, of course, though I could have. I certainly didn’t have to remind or scold'® them for
their chores. The system worked that well. Soon enough, I had the parents of my children’s
friends beating down my door for one of their own.

Before I knew it, I had a small business loan'’ and my chore system was being
manufactured' in China. I was well on my way into a successful business venture". I
loved the creating part of the process — finding the materials, deciding on the colors, and
figuring out the graphics™. But once my product hit the shelves, the warm and fuzzy”
feeling of fulfillment™ 1°d had before disappeared completely. After a mere 5 months of it
being for sale, | was completely miserable™. Instead of creating fun products, I had to figure

out how to market, sell, collect, pick, pack and ship. Not exactly my strong points. And once

Buluue|d Jeaied | 1INN
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again, to my horror®, I realized I had turned into a corporate business executive™. As such,
I helplessly watched the passion get sucked right out of something I thought I loved.

When | was 44, something magical happened. My first book was sold to a
publisher. All throughout™ the total failure of my chore system and antiquing booth mess I
was writing and it finally paid off. Eleven years and eleven books later, I'm still writing, and

it still blows me away how much I love my job and adore’” my readers.

So, what’s my secret? How did I finally figure out this was the right path for me
and finally succeeded in turning my passion into a career? I failed. Twice.

B} Two business ventures, two big, whopping™ failures and numerous years of being
miserable made me realize what I really wanted. The antique booth and the chore chart
company may not seem like they’re at all related, but they are. Both ventures made me feel
miserable the moment they stopped needing my creativity to succeed. 1 finally made that
connection, and when I did, I think I unlocked the key to my career happiness: I feel most
fulfilled when I’'m creating.

In my career as an author, I'm fortunate to have an entire team of marketers,
publishers and business experts who are great at assisting with the more “business-oriented””
aspects of book selling, while I focus on the creative part — the part that really fires me up.
That’s not to say that being an author isn’t hard work. It absolutely is. But it’s hard work that
I genuinely™ enjoy.

M0 Looking back, I don’t ever regret those failed businesses because they taught me
something very important: It’s okay to fail. Actually, it’s beneficial™ to fail.

[B] 1learned more about who I am and what I wanted through my early career failures
than any success could have taught me. So my advice is to try. And if you
fail, you might just find yourself that much closer to true fulfillment. Just

be sure to keep your eye out for what you really love every step along the

way. If you do, I'm willing to bet that you’ll end up as passionate™ about

your career as | am about mine.

(876 words)

B New Wordy/

© Aantique /=n'tik/ v. frdE; SR 5
© item /artom/ n. —FEE (B
® profit /'profit/ n. ek, fHa. FE

© buff /baf/ n.  REHE



booth /bu:d/
bookkeeping /'bukki:pin/
suck /sak/

eventually /1'ventfuali/
*inventory /'tnvantri/
doubtful /'dautfl/
*impractical /im'praektrkl/
*messy /'mesi/

*enlist /1n'list/

*chore /tf3:(r)/

recliner /rr'klazna(r)/
scold /skauld/

loan /laun/

manufacture / manju'faektfa(r)/
venture /'ventfa(r)/
*graphics /'graefiks/
fuzzy /'fazi/

fulfillment /ful'fiimant/
miserable /'mizrabl/
horror /"hora(r)/
executive /1g'zekjatrv/
throughout /Bru:'auvt/

A adore /3'd>:(r)/
whopping /'wopin/
oriented /">:rrantid/
genuinely /'d3enjurnli/
beneficial / benrt'f1fl/
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*passionate /'pafanat/

n.

adv.
n.

adj.
adj.
adj.

Wi

prep.

adj.
adj.
adv.
adj.
adj.
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Phrases and Expression

Bl wearsb.out 5= (RN

e.g. The kids have totally worn me out.

leave over B4 F; F|F

e.g. How to leave over a good first impression to the interviewer?
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beat down Hii -, HEAE (1255

e.g. He beat down the door many times until 1t was open
figure out THE5 i fgoe: ARHY

e.g. Have you figured out how much the trip will cost?
for sale 1§

e.g. I'm sorry. This house is not for sale.

pay off HUfFRZ: iEF|H K

e.g. They doubted whether all this work would pay off,
blow away f# E[l %% %]

e.g. She just totally blew me away with her singing.
assist with #B) (HkL, 0O , £ T
e.g. A gardener was hired to assist with the gardening.
fire sb. up WA, FCiEIE

e.g. She’s all fired up by her new job.

B B8 B B
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B Proper Name

mompreneur B3, B mom ($833) F0 entrepreneur (M) SFME




B Note

BB This article is written by American famous writer Deeanne Gist. Tiffany Girl is her masterpiece.

KR ENEEREEEAEGER « Sy, HARMER GF L L%

The bookkeeping, business-building and buying for profit instead of fun sucked the life right
out of my hobby, and eventually, right out of me. (Para. 3)
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The good news was, 1 got to keep all the inventory I had left over when I closed shop. (Para. 3)
bFH RS, HIOCTERE, JRORET 1R M 1T
“1 got to... shop™ +& & idPE M), 1F was J5 P RIE, §MAEE [ that, 77X AN %6t M A,

“I had left over” 7431 M 1), AZMHATEIM “all the inventory ™

But once my product hit the shelves, the warm and fuzzy feeling of fulfillment I'd had before
disappeared completely. (Para. 5)
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which 152 M G), AZITHTHEIT “the warm and fuzzy feeling of fulfillment”

In my career as an author, I'm fortunate to have an entire team of marketers, publishers and
business experts who are great at assisting with the more “business-oriented” aspects of book selling,

while I focus on the creative part — the part that really fires me up. (Para. 9)

ERMEN—MERMEBNMAEFED, RIREZE DB ERIFEN. B % E 2, i
T T Rk S m” a1 3R 5 T G i 2 —— FLIE fE SRR B 13 4
“be fortunate to do™ 5 “fli------fR=Eiz” , “who are... selling” & who 5| FHEEMA), {2

U AT E0 ) =N JF 4 4415 marketers, publishers and business experts” . while /£ 2B & L “ 1",

St faxt k. “the part that really fires me up” S XTHi [l “the creative part™ (1% F ife ]

c
=
—]
-
@
Y]
~
®
]
)
-
oY)
3
=
3
«

AT~



i B Exercises

A Reading Comprehension

[ Read the author s business developing process and fill in the form.

Career How to Operate How Long Did It Last Result

Antique

She failed, but she almost turned into a
corporate business executive.

£ 5 Bk >

Write books

] [ Answer the following questions based on Text A.

1 What business has the author operated?

[§S]

Why did the antiquing booth turn out to be a failure?
How did the author feel before the chore chart hit the shelves?

What did the author learn from her business?

v s W

What became the author’s career at last?

[[] Discuss the following questions with your partners.

1 Based on the text, how to turn the passion into a career?

2 Try to retell the author’s business experience in your own words.

1V Read the 11th paragraph aloud and recite it.

I learned more about who I am and what I wanted through my early career failures than any
success could have taught me. So my advice is to try. And if you fail, you might just find yourself
that much closer to true fulfillment. Just be sure to keep your eye out for what you really love every
step along the way. If you do, I'm willing to bet that you’ll end up as passionate about your career as

I am about mine.



