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Introduction

THE WRITERS AT WORK SERIES

The Writers at Work series takes beginning to high intermediate-level writing
students through a process approach to writing. The series is intended
primarily for adults whose first language is not English, but it may also
prove effective for younger writers or for native speakers of English who are
developing their competence as independent writers in English.

e Writers at Work: From Sentence to Paragraph prepares beginning to high
beginning students to write grammatically accurate, topic-related sentences
as the basis for an introduction to paragraph writing.

e Writers at Work: The Paragraph prepares high beginning to low intermediate
students to write well-developed paragraphs using a variety of
organization types.

e Writers at Work: The Short Composition prepares low intermediate to
intermediate-level students to put together several paragraphs to write
well-constructed and well-edited short compositions.

e Writers at Work: The Essay prepares intermediate to high intermediate
students to write fully-developed essays with an introduction, body
paragraphs, and a conclusion. Upon completion of this book, students will
be ready for more advanced-level academic writing courses.

The approach

Competence in writing comes from knowing how to write as much as from
knowing what to write. That is why the Writers at Work books are organized
around the process of writing. They teach students about the writing process
and then guide them to use it as they write. We believe that once students
understand how to use the writing process in writing sentences, paragraphs,
short compositions, and essays, they will gain the confidence they need to
advance to more complex writing tasks.

In teaching writing to lower-level students, there is always the danger of
sacrificing creativity in order to achieve accuracy, or vice versa. The Writers at
Work books guide students through the writing process in such a way that their
final pieces of writing are not only expressive and rich in content, but also
clear and accurate.
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ABOUT WRITERS AT WORK: FROM SENTENCE TO PARAGRAPH

Chapter structure

Each chapter is divided into the following five parts:

v

Getting Started

Students are stimulated to think about the topic of the chapter. They
learn topic-specific vocabulary and generate ideas through discussion and

freewriting. These ideas serve as a springboard for the rest of the writing in
the chapter.

Preparing Your Writing

Students learn and practice new grammar points that they can use in their
writing, The contextualized grammar activities and exercises are both at
the sentence and paragraph level. At the end of this section, students use

the new language they have learned in Sections I and II to write their
first drafts.

Revising Your Writing

Students are introduced to additional lexical sets composed of both words
and phrases to help them express and refine their ideas. They also learn
ways to express relationships between their ideas. They then apply what
they have learned to generate their second drafts.

Editing Your Writing
Students are introduced to the mechanics of writing such as capitalization,

punctuation, and spelling. They also learn to proofread their writing

for specific grammar points. They then apply what they have learned to
generate their final drafts.

Following Up

Students share their writing with each other. Finally, they fill out a
self-assessment form, which allows them to track their progress as writers
throughout the course.

Key features

e The book begins with an introductory section, “Preview the Process,” which

introduces students to the writing process, including teaching them how to
freewrite, draft, revise, and edit. It also serves to familiarize the students with
how the chapters in the book are structured.

e The ten chapters of the book are thematic, each one dealing with a topic

of personal interest. All of the activities and exercises in a chapter relate to
the theme. Students study topic vocabulary that they can use in their own
writing on the theme.

Writers at Work: From Sentence to Paragraph



¢ Sample sentences and paragraphs are presented for students to interact with
and edit in preparation for working on their own writing. A major goal of
the text is to help students to become more proficient at revising and editing
their own writing.

¢ Instruction is given on how to write clear, grammatically accurate sentences.
Strategies are also presented for combining ideas and connecting sentences
to show a variety of logical relationships. Later chapters focus on organizing
sentences into coherent paragraphs.

e Student interaction is important in Writers at Work: From Sentence to
Paragraph. Throughout the book, students are carefully guided to help
each other write more clearly and think more critically about writing.
Collaborative tasks and peer feedback activities in the text make learning to
write manageable and enjoyable.

e “Sharing Your Writing” activities at the end of each chapter engage students
in sharing their final drafts.

® “Check Your Progress,” a self-assessment activity at the end of each
chapter, helps students reflect on what they have learned in this and in
previous chapters.

A FINAL NOTE

Writers at Work: From Sentence to Paragraph achieves the elusive goal of getting
beginning-level students to benefit from a writing process approach. This

is done through scaffolding the writing process with a strong emphasis

on language development in the first steps of the process. This language
development serves as a foundation for writing coherent and cohesive

topic-related sentences in the first seven chapters, and paragraphs in the final
three chapters.

Introduction
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