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DANCE AS YOU WALK

Yao Zhuzhu
A CELEBRATION OF 50 YEARS IN DANCE
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Monologue

By Yao Zhuzhu

| am a person who keeps dancing while | am walking
My dancing shoes accompany me for fifty years
| am unwilling to say that dancing is my life
Simply because it is time to take off my dancing shoes
But | can proudly say that | am born to be a dancer
Every thing of mine is closely related to dancing
That includes my childhood, joy and melancholy
| dare not say that my dance is excellent
But | am so proud of my dancing
Because it is me who let people know what real dancing is
Wherever | dance, in Beijing, America or Southeast Asia
People seem to catch sight of the unrivaled potential of life in my dancing
Thus, they begin to know how to treasure natural interest
| establish a monument without inscription for me with dancing
Maybe, there exists only one small character on it — beauty
| never use the technique or stylized movements
| do not need them to enrich the power of dancing
| only use dancing to enrich the power of feelings
| turn dancing into music in the depth of my heart

And the mobile sculptures
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Resume of Yao Zhuzhu

Yao Zhuzhu, a well-known woman dancer, was born in the city of Guilin, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region on February 2, 1944. The hometown of her ancestors is Nanxun Town in the city of Huzhou in Zhejiang
Province. She is one member of the first group of dancers and choreography researchers brought up after
the People’s Republic of China was established in 1949. She began to work at the age of eight. Up to now,
she has devoted half a century to the development of the dancing art. Yao attended the Central Experimental
Opera House in 1952, majoring in dancing . She learned from Dai Ailian, a prominent dancer of the older
gereration. During the period of her study, Yao began to perform on the stage in 1959. In addition, Yao served
as the leader of the dancing group while putting on the dance drama“fish beauty”. After graduating from the
dancing school affiliated with the Central Experimental Opera House at the age of 17, Yao worked as an
actress in the dance drama group at the dancing school. Since 1961, Yao has been working as the leading
actress of the Central Song and Dance Ensemble (the present-day Chinese Song and Dance Ensemble). She
is first-class actress and accomplished choreography instructor. In 1964, Yao assumed the role of leading
dancer in the performance of the full-length epic song and dance drama “The East Is Red”. Her
representative works include “Flying Goddess”,"Serenade of Grassland”,"Drum Dancing”,“Erniu and
Tiandan”. Due to her excellent performances, Yao was awarded many prizes and invited to perform in more
than 20 countries and regions in Asia, Europe and America. In addition, Yao put on brilliant performances with
Zi Huayun and Wang Kun in 1981 in eight large cities, such as Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai, Nanjing, Dalian,
Zhuhai, Zhongshan and Guangzhou. In 1989, Yao organized and led a group of artists to research primitive
dances which still exist in spite of social changes in remote areas where members of China’ s minority
nationalities live in compact communities. As a producer and art instructor, Yao spent two years shooting a
full-length ad hoc documentary “Soul of Dancing” which is widely considered to be the most important
“incorporeal heritage” and “research outcome™ in dancing circles in the new era. In 1999, Tongfang Group'
s Electronic Publishing House affiliated with the Qinghua University cut the video compact disks of the widely-
popular documentary and put them on sale all over the world. Collected by many world-famous libraries, the
documentary won high acclaim and was unanimously appraised as an important “incorporeal heritage” by
experts at the International Council of Museums” Seventh Conference in the Asia-Pacific region. Yao was
one member of the Seventh and Eighth Chinese People’ s Political Consultative Conference. Now she is
serving on the Ninth Chinese People’ s Political Consultative Conference, executive member of Chinese
Dancers' Association, expert consultant of the Research Institute of Chinese Modern Literature, member of

the International Council of Museums, and a consultant of Shanghai Bekaert-Ergang Co.Ltd.
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