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Unit1 Fresh start \Q

Unit 1
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Fresh start

1. Higher Education

Higher education in the United States is an optional final stage of formal learning
following secondary education. Higher education, also referred to as post-secondary
education, third stage, third level, or tertiary education, occurs most commonly at one of
the 4,726 Title IV degree-granting institutions, either colleges or universities in the country.
These may be public universities, private universities, liberal arts colleges, community
colleges, or for-profit colleges. High visibility issues include greater use of the Internet,
such as massive open online courses, competency-based education, cutbacks in state
spending, rapidly rising tuition and increasing student loans.

According to the National Student Clearinghouse, US college enrollment has declined
for five consecutive years and is projected to continue declining for the next two decades.

Strong research and funding have helped make American colleges and universities
among the world’s most prestigious, making them particularly attractive to international
students, professors and researchers in the pursuit of academic excellence.

Unlike the tertiary education system of the UK and Australia, American education is

unique in the world to place strong emphasis on liberal arts education in its higher education

curriculum.

C.‘!;r (9/
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2. College Admissions in the United States

Students can apply tc some colleges using the Common Application. With a few
exceptions , most undergraduate colleges and universities maintain the policy that students are
to be admitted to (or rejected from) the entire college, not to a particular department or
major. This is unlike college admissions in many European countries, as well as graduate
admissions. Some students, rather than being rejected, are “wait-listed” for a particular
college and may be admitted if another student who was admitted decides not to attend the
college or university. The five major parts of admission are ACT/SAT scores, GPA,
College Application, Essay, and Letters of Recommendation. Not all colleges require essays
or letters of recommendation, though they are often proven to increase chances of

acceptance.

3. Vera Wang

Vera Wang ( £ 747 ,1949 — ) is a Chinese-American fashion designer. She was born
and raised in New York City. While trained as a figure skater in high school, she eventually
earned a degree in art history from Sarah Lawrence College in 1971. But a career in fashion
was her dream. She worked as a senior fashion editor for Vogue magazine for 15 years. In
1985, she left Vogue and joined Ralph Lauren as a design director for two years. In 1990,

she opened her own design salon in New York, and featured her trademark bridal gowns.

Wang has made wedding gowns for many celebrities and public figures, such as Jennifer

Lopez( & # - #%{il2%) , Sharon Stone( ¥5-BH - #ii@ ) and Chelsea Clinton ( ¥J/R - 5
T ) .

1. Questions

(1) What does the president call on the students to do with the greatest resources on
campus?
(2) How should you deal with new and unpleasant experiences in college?

(3) How does the president’s speech impress you?
2. Structure Analysis

Part [ (Paras.1 —3) The president congratulates students on their achievement and

reminds students of the fact that their current success was due to their own and their parents’

b
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Unit1 Fresh start ‘?/

efforts, and that their future success is built on a solid foundation of the past.

Part [[ (Paras.4 —7) The president offers students comprehensive advice on how to
make the most of their four college years and makes them realize the university’s
expectations and their own responsibilities.

Part [ll (Para.8) The students are called upon to cherish the opportunity and to bear

in mind their responsibilities as citizens of their communities, their country and the world.

3. Summary

This text is a welcome speech delivered by a university president to college freshman
students. The president urges students to take full advantage of the unique opportunity, to
challenge themselves, and to face new exciting experiences so that they will reap the benefits

of their college years. The president also expresses the university’s expectations of its

students and of the responsibilities they carry.

1. Here at the university, we pledge to make your educational experience as
rewarding as possible. (Para. 1)

Paraphrase: Here at the university, we Dromisa\tb\'r;lfgke your educational experience as
worthwhile as possible.

B BXATARFEE, BAKERERTNZE N

rewarding: adj. giving you satisfaction, pleasure, or profit {875 {J; BEEXR, AL
oA

Our journey to the orphanage was a very rewarding experience. F{JHIAN L= fTIEH
BRE X

Note: &3 /5% -ing

@ -ing MMEFRL R Y hiE G, MR E, TEATRTIEVR
Yie ANRRGE EREIRSE, X
alarming %, 30

a welcoming smile — P HFHIHE

an alarming increase in housing prices B UTHIR AIE K

A surprising number of men stay bachelors. Y ZHNEFNARAEELS,

@ -ing IRERRZY B Z G, MEEEE, REEFHLRADARL T EMRKS,
Bilan .

his aging mother fth BB H A& Z M F

He wore his hair in the prevailing fashion. fhIEHILEZ 2 UM RITHLEE,

AL, EFE

2615 B 4% welcoming, charming, discouraging, disgusting,



L FABERS 4% (L)

2. You may have cried tears of joy to be finally finished with high school, and
your parents may have cried tears of joy to be finally finished with your laundry.
(Para.3)

Paraphrase: Perhaps you were so happy that you cried because at last you finished high
school, and perhaps your parents were so happy that they cried because eventually they
wouldn’t have to do your laundry any more.

EX: R TREABRERLTERMER AL, RMNANREBBTEER AL TR
RABSRNRRBRMERTL,

Note: Pay attention to the humor the president creates by contrasting the different
responses from children and their parents—they all cried, but for different reasons.

. may have done sth. . used for talking about past possibilities

2D X
‘ he might have changed her mind and decided not to come. W/ gEE A KT 7 &, R
RFKT o

3. You will not only emerge as a more broadly educated person, but you will also
stand a better chance of discovering an unsuspected passion that will help to shape
your future. (Para.5)

Paraphrase: You will not only grow and develop into a more broadly educated person,
but you will also be more likely to find a passion you don’t know you have, which will help you
to shape your future.

BX: AT EEMEE, MEES TR XI —MRAB BB A RA
REE o

(1) emerge— .

(D vi. to appear or become recognized H I ; -+ FTZNIA

No new leader has emerged to take his place. 1% 8 #F i SFKEE A,

() vi. to come out of sth. or out from behind sth. H I, EH

The sun emerged from behind the clouds. KFHM = & /5 H E H g3k,

Note: When in college, the student is accumulating a variety of experiences. In essence
he is growing and developing. At the end of this experience, the student will emerge, like the
caterpillar( 24 ) that undergoes metamorphosis ( #{ %% ). While “emerge” may not literally
mean “evolve” , there is a feeling or sense of “evolving” here.

(2) stand W : to have the possibility of succeeding or achieving
sh. H(HAEFMFE D

Do they stand any chance of winning against France in the soccer game? f{/]5 % L1

XK BB bb 28 R B vk B BA IS 2
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O
(3) unsuspected: adj. existing without your knowledge &1, F#EAEE| K
A previously unsuspected bone disease caused his disability. —F0g[AT B ERe
TR

4. You may be an early bird while your roommate is a night owl. (Para.6)

BX: (R EERPE, MRNERAR N RIE T

(1) an early bird; n. [C] (infml. )

(D sb. who gets up early in the morning /I A

My mom is an early bird—she always gets up at 5 in the morning. F {20 =W F i, ib
RER LS SR,

(2) sh. who arrives somewhere or does sth. before other people F2|fJ A 325 EH

Go down to the store as early as you can because it is the early bird that catches the
worm. If you get there after 10 o’clock, the best stuff will have been sold out. {/RZE/TJ{E
BEXREE, EEEEW,. EEMRI10 Sz 54 H, FRATRESHER T,

(2) a night owl: n. [ C](infml. ) sbh. who enjoys going out at night or does not go to
bed until it is late BJEF ; 1R TAREERIA

He is indeed a night owl; he never goes to sleep before midnight. #h 2 & IF f#& I8
T AR EFRZATER

Note: ] while F{EFH53%1E, BIEFHFIZEEE,while ERIEE . —21E"E
2, M, RTAMELZEBNES; —2F" 2R, REH" , LT although, Fl40:

I like the mountains while my little sister prefers the seaside. FX=¥0 (1|, k=W
iR

While there was no conclusive evidence , most people thought he was guilty. B8 H#
IR, EXZEAERINAME R,

© ==

Hi¥ (literal translation) RIEEZAREXBEENR R, REREEXHFRAFA . Q)
EEMEERXRFE B RN EFHNER NS, AT 2SN EREXN S,
NENRNBE BRI GEF REFAR EHFRIBERAE T BFE MRS RIEX
%, REEAEREME "B " #E.

(1) FEINENEIBEAIZ,

AR . cold war



#(L)

& hot line
Ik hot girl in cool suit; spicy girl
AR S hot-selling book
2 black market
A A PW
R F K, Blood is thicker than water.
(2) BEXT ARE, EERAREBNDE. ES, ERTUFEEEFES,
AT, REBIAR,

Bosom friends there are within four seas, and even the remotest regions are like
close neighbors.

(3) HiBOFEMERXBAERER, BEFREFXESEIM. B A,

BAFARZHTF, BEFTABRMNLCER BERSFAMAS F R Z,

I'll always remember Thanksgiving as the times we eat good food, sing old-

fashioned songs, and share a lot of love with family and friends.

Rz

Directions : For this part, you are allowed 30 minutes to write a short essay. You

should start your essay with a brief description of the picture and then express your
views on the importance of taking precautions. You should write at least 120 words but

no more than 180 words.
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Directions . In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to
select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the
passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice
in the bank is identified by a letter. Please mark the corresponding letter for each item.

You may not use any of the words in the bank more than once.

The students of PWjoy a rich and vibrant campus life. Peking
University has been famous for its student activities ever sinc? the time of its __1@
Enjoying the full support from the university, students are # to experience colorful
campus lives. There are more than,two hundred student-organized associations, and
a(n) _3_,Lof student activities runiing all year round, which satisfy the different
demands of local_as well as international students. Through these activities, students
Cultiyagg their riendship, creativity and leadership.

Y Every year, there are several carefully designed festivals and activities, which are
regarded as main campus _SQ Some of them are annual, such as New Year’s Eve
Celebration, or the International Cultural Festival. Others may be the result of the
university encouraging students to follow CWS or new activities; the
Singing Competition for Foreign Students is one such new event. ‘ o

In this way, students at Peking University n(\)\t/\(znly re‘ceivel a(n) ‘71: and
prestigious academic education, byt also experience a balanced life. Being a student at
Peking University, you have the L@N'i mw her resources to work
towards _91_‘\your dreams. We expect all students to be open to the numerous
challenges and /(1,6Bﬁour institution provides and offers. o

A. discouraged ~¥. comprehensive “Rinterpersonal _ i
\B.\g_&pmb' &\ events T priviege °
——
C. found +H. practising N realizing
D. inquire ~_range { ' "Ne_opportunities
E. admission 3 ~h~encouraged \Q.\Foundatlon

“« ‘“éy



Directions: In this section, you are going to read a passage with ten statements

attached to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs.

Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Identify the paragraph from which the

information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once.

Testing Babies’ Brain
As far as her friends and teachers are concerned, Ashdod is an ordinary, bright, playful

5-year-old girl. They might be surprised to learn that not long ago therapists (75J7 &%)
were fighting to keep her from suffering from autism ( [ [4]4} ) —a brain disorder that
afflicts one in 100 children, typically leaving them with Iifel\(pg\d/iffigw
communicating, socializing and carrying out many basic tasks. Ashdod was lucky :
When she was 10 months old, her parents became alarmed that she had little
interest in looking them in the eyes, eating and moving from her back, and took
her to the Mifne Center in Rosh Pinna, Israel, a clinic that focuses on children 5
months and older who show early warning signs of autism. The results of the Mifne
treatment were shocking, recalls the girl’s mother, Tikva. “Now she goes to a
regular school where she is the same sort of active, funny, normal child as anyone

”

else,” she says.
Despite a big jump in autism awareness in the past decade, parents, schools and

doctors still frequently |gnore warmng signs in very young children. These can be

difficult to detect: A child never points at things; shows more interest in objects
than other people, has delayed speech and develops a fascination with toys turning

around. Many experts regard these symptoms as harmless habits that kids will

that startlng treatment by age 2 is crmcal to mltlgatlng and in some cases entlrely

e — —

—

That’s because unlike the brain of an adult or even an older child, a 12- or 18-
month-old’s brain is, in a sense, highly reprogrammable—that is, it responds well
to treatments designed to permanently change basic patterns of thought and
behavior. “All the evidence we have suggests that outcomes for these children will
be better with an earlier diagnosis ( 2 i) before they reach 18 months, if
possible,” says Christopher Gillberg, a professor at Gothenburg University in

Sweden.
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‘D) Although there are currently no effective treatment for autism symptoms in older

children or adults, the prospects are turning out to be entirely different for very
young children who get prompt treatment. Psychologists have had remarkable
success with behavioral therapy, which involves therapists working intensively with
children to get them to do tasks they’re having difficulty with. The Mifne Center in
Israel applies its own form of intensive therapy, typically lasting about two weeks
and focusing on getting the child to make contact with parents and to eat and move
normally. Some 200 children have been-through-the program; about three quarters
have remirpg_fﬁzg_gf_ any signs of autism-er-any-other signiﬁcant'ag/zﬂibaehél

disorder, according to Mifne founder and director Hanna Alonim. “If we can get
them hfe’ré’a’_; babies, close to 100 percent won’t develop autism,” she says. “If we
don’t see them until they’re 2, it’s a different story.” To support Mifne’s findings
with more formal research, doctors at the Tel Avis Sourasky Medical Center have
begun screening and videotaping infants thought to be at risk of pre-autism before

the Mifne treatment.
E' Having a treatment choice for infants raises the hard issue of diagnosis. Autism can

be tricky to recognize—it encompasses any or all of a broad range of symptoms,
including difficulty with social interactions, language, motor skills and taking in
sensory information, as well as: repetitive behaviors, eating problems and in some
cases unusually high or low levels of activity. A study of nearly 1,000 children in
Bergen, Norway, indicated that the number of children who showed * pronounced
autistic features” was about five times higher than the number who qualified for a

formal diagnosis of autism.
F Even children who exhibit only partial or mild versions of autism symptoms are at

risk of ending up with lifelong challenges, say researchers, and would benefit from
autism therapies. But tagging more very young children as candidates for autism
therapy creates another problem. The cost of behavioral therapy is eye-opening—
applied behavior analysis, an intensive treatment that requires 15 to 25 hours of
sessions a week, costs about $30,000 a year, and even a modest program
typically runs about $10,000 a year. That’s one reason studies estimate that less
than one in 10 very young children with a diagnosis of autism get 25 hours a week

of therapy.

G Health-care systems are not up to this task. In the United States, where health

———

insurance rarely covers such treatments, the chances of having the government pay

for therapy varies wildly from state to state. Children don’t necessarily fare much

1
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