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Mencius said, “Everyone has feeling of compassion. The deceased king had feel-
ing of compassion and sympathized with other’s governance. It’s not difficult and it’s just
like playing game in one’s palm to sympathize with other’s governance and rule the land
under the heaven with feeling of compassion. [ say everyone has feeling of compassion
for the reason that anyone will have feeling of surprise and compassion at a kid who is
falling down into a well. This kind of feeling isn’t aroused by the desire for friendship
with his parents, or the honor got among friends and neighbors, or the bitter cry of the
kid. From this point, one is not a man who lacks feeling of compassion; one is not a
man who lacks feeling of shame; one is not a man who lacks feeling of modesty; one is
not a man who lacks feeling of the distinction between the right and the wrong. The
feeling of compassion is the beginning of humanity; the feeling of shame is the begin-
ning of righteousness; the feeling of modesty is the beginning of rites, and the feeling of
the distinction between the right and the wrong is the beginning of wisdom. These four
beginnings are like the four limbs which can move flexibly. A person with the four be-
ginnings claiming that he cannot do this or that abandons himself. Those who think their
monarch cannot do things do harms to him. All those who have the four beginnings want
to expand them just like fire flaming and water swelling. If he continues expanding he
can rule the land under the heaven; but if he doesn’t do so, then he cannot support his

parents. ~
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The purpose of The Great Learning lies in clarifying virtue, making people’s inno-
vation, and reaching the utmost kindness. Only if one’s knowledge reaches a certain
state can he cherish unchangeable ambition. Only if one cherishes unchangeable ambi-
tion can he settle down. Only if one settles down can he stay peacefully. Only if one
stays peacefully can he think complicatedly. Only if one thinks complicatedly can he
act appropriately. All things in the world have the fundamental and the incidental , and
all events have the beginning and the end. Things’ basic features consist in the funda-
mental , the incidental, the beginning, and the end. One approaches the right way
when he knows things’ basic features and that the fundamental and the beginning are
followed by the incidental and the end. In ancient time, one could clarify virtue only if
he administrated his state well. He could administrate his state well only if he managed
his family well. He could manage his family well only if he nurtured himself well. He
could nurture himself well only if he corrected his heart. He could correct his heart only
if he had honest will. He could have honest will only if he made his knowledge ap-
proach the utmost state. Knowledge approaching the utmost state lies in reasoning
things. When things are reasoned thoroughly knowledge can approach the utmost state.
When one’s knowledge approaches the utmost state , he has honest will. When one has
honest will, he can correct his heart. When one corrects his heart, he can nurture his
virtue. When one nurtures his virtue ,he can manage his family well. When one mana-
ges his family well | he can administrate his state well. When one administrates his state
well, he can pacify the whole world. Men, from the Son of the Heaven to the common
people, should regard self-nurturing as the fundamental. When self-nurturing goes
wrongly, family management, and state administration, world pacification will lose
completely. There never existed the situation where the branches are good but the fun-

damental has rotted
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Kang Gao in The Book of History reads “ Good virtue can be upheld”. Tai Jia in
The Book of History reads “Mandate of the Heaven should be stressed. ™ Yao Dian in
The Book of History reads * Great virtue can be upheld. ™ All of these show that we our-

selves should uphold virtue.
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The admonishment words carved in washing basin of Shang Tang read, “Purifying
one’s heart is just like bathing and ridding of dust. Only if one feels new and fresh after
washing off stain one day, then he should make himself new and fresh each day, and e-
ven newer and fresher without any intermittent. ” Kang Gao in The Book of History
reads, “Pluck the courage of the ambitious people. ” King Wen in Greater Odes in The
Book of Songs reads “Though Zhou Kingdom is old state, Nowadays it's empowered a

new one. ' Therefore moral man and the rulers all claim for the utmost state.
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Black Bird in Shang Hymns in The Book of Songs reads, “ Territory is so spacious
to spread ten thousand [i. People share prosperity by living peacefully. ” Lovely Oriole in
Lesser Odes in The Book of Songs reads, * Alovely oriole has densely thin feathers. It has
fallen down beside path in valley. " Confucius said, “As for a living place, is a man
not equally smart as a little bird?” King Wen in Greater Odes in The Book of Songs
reads “ Upright and easygoing is King Wen. Oh! He does things so openly and kindly. ™
The king should observe humanity ;the courtier should observe respectfulness; the son
should observe filial piety; the father should observe kindness; the men befriending
others should observe faithfulness. Deep Water in Ballads of Wei State in The Book of
Songs reads, “Look,around the peaceful and deep Qi Shui Bay. Bamboos grow waving
all the way. A man is gentle and of unusual literary talent. His knowledge is far from or-
dinary man. His morality is also above that of anyone. Brilliant is he and downright is
he. Gentle and of unusual literary talent is he. A man is gentle and of unusual literary
talent. People can never forget that he is competent. ” He discussed learning with oth-
ers, he nurtured himsell concerning learning and virtue. He was lofty and dignified and
he had modest appearance. That people never forgot his competence meant that his ut-
most virtue and kindness cannot be forgot. Moral Achievement in Zhou Hymns in The

“w

Book of Songs reads, “Oh! 1" m so excited. The passed king’s model has been in my

mind. " The moral men valued virtuous men and intimate, but mean men were glad at
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benefit. Therefore, people never forget it.
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Confucius said, “I have no difference from others while scrutinizing lawsuit cases.
I think an official should make effort to reduce cases until none. " Those who don’t
know actualities wont be given any chance to argue. An upright official makes common

people respect him. This is called knowing the essentials.



<<< H—3 4% (KF) The Great Learning

(EERE) (1) WP IR BRRIR  WR . EAART A (2) R EREF: —&E
AR FIRFM . (3) T E A HEE - (B BSE N O 115 A BB A
Plezo (4) KRB N EIERRE RO

[ )6 s, il Mz 2 a0 O ETEL L2 K, R HSSE,)

[ FiEFEX]
I FEEZ A K FR R B

T3

This is called knowing the essentials. This is the utmost state of knowledge.
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The reason for making one’s will honest lies in that one shouldnt cheat himself,
that one’s will is honest and and not superficial just like disgusting foul smell and loving

beauty. Therefore a moral man should be cautious and careful when he stays alone in
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his own place and time. On the contrary, a mean man can do anything while he stays
alone in his own place and time. As he meets a moral man he will hide his actual mean
aspect but show off his kindness. As a matter of fact a man sees himself clearly and he
is aware of his inner heart completely. It’s no use to hide anything. That is to say one’s
inner heart will show in his appearance. Therefore a moral man should be cautious
when he stays alone at any moment. Zeng Zi said, "It is so lofty that ten eyes are put
on you and ten fingers are pointed to you. " One should manage his house while being
rich and he should nurture himself while being virtuous. When his heart is calmj his

body is at ease. Consequently a moral man makes his will honest.
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When one corrects his heart; he can nurture his virtue. This is because that one
cannot correct his heart if he is agonized, frightened, and has addict and worries. He
cannot see and hear things clearly and cannot taste food if he is absent-minded. That is

to say nurturing one’s virtue lies in correcting his heart.
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When one nurtures his virtue he can manage his family well. This is because that
one has partiality for his intimate ones; he excessively hates those disgusting ones; he
excessively respects those respectable ones, he excessively pities those pitiable ones;
and he always neglects those neglected ones. Therefore few people know the shortcom-
ings of good ones and brilliant points of bad ones. The sayings goes like this, “One
who spoils his child doesn’t know his child’s evil; greedy man doesnt know seedlings
are fat. " That means if one doesn’t nurture his virtue, he cannot manage his family

well.
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