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Unit One
Cultural Diversity

“No culture can live if it attempts to be exclusive.”
— Mahatma Gandhi
“We may have different religions, different languages,
different colored skin, but we all belong to one human

race.’

— Kofi Annan
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mReading in Depth

In this part, you are going to read two passages. For each of them there are four

choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice according to

the information given in the passage.

Passage A

Time taken: minutes

Why There Are So Many Tunnels Under London

No one quite knows how many tunnels have been dug under London. Some of
the city’s many underground channels have been subject to' the Official Secrets Act.
Others are so old that they have fallen into disuse and been forgotten. Nonetheless,

anyone walking through central London can reckon that the busy streets around him



are mirrored in criss-cross’ tunnels below. The world’s first subterranean’ railway,
the London Underground, opened in the city 150 years ago. Last month the first
tunnel for Crossrail, an ambitious 15 billion ($24 billion) new railway project running
across London, was completed. It lies 40 meters below the surface of the city, a
wonder of engineering. Why does London do so much tunneling?

London has evolved tightly packed, with narrow streets and alleyways spreading
out across it like arteries®. Between 1801 and 1851 its population grew from around
960,000 to over 2.5 million. Railway lines terminated’ at the edges of the city, as it
was then defined, at Paddington and Victoria. As visitors and workers flocked to the
city, its central roads became increasingly congested®. Underground railways were
built in 1863 to relieve the choked streets. Not everyone liked the early metro system,
particularly as the trains still ran on sooty’ steam engines. “I had my first experience
of Hades® today,” spluttered9 R. D. Blumenfeld, an American journalist, in 1887,
“and if the real thing is to be like that, I shall never do anything wrong.” As the
wealthiest city in the world at the time, London’s private investors could afford to
sink money into the tunneling schemes.

London’s congestion created the need for tunnels and its booming'® economy
provided the financing. But what made them feasible was the city’s location. The clay
on which most of the city is built provided an excellent tunneling medium. It is soft
enough to be excavated' easily, but impermeable'? enough to stay dry. Once it is
dug through, it will not crumble. It has a “stand-up time”, says Roger Bridge of the
British Tunneling Society — when the first Crossrail tunnel was being built, parts of
the section could be bored out and then explored as the clay stayed in place. Harder
rock would require more powerful machines or explosives” to dig through it. In
contrast, cities such as Dublin are built on a mixture of sandstone and boulder'* clay.
The boulders make it difficult to mine through, while the sand absorbs water, making
it less sturdy'. Before the development of better technology, such as
pressure-balance machine, such conditions made tunneling tricky. Indeed, parts of
south London have fewer tunnels than the center because fewer of its neighborhoods

are built on clay. (476 words)
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. What do we learn about the London Underground from the passage?

A) It was opened in the city 510 years ago.

B) It was the first underground railway in the world.

C) It cost twenty-four billion dollars in total.

D) It was popular among all the citizens at the beginning.

Why did London begin to build underground railway?

A) Because investors needed to find new ways to make profits.

B) Because people in London wanted to take underground.

C) Because the congested traffic could not meet people’s needs.

D) Because Queen Victoria ordered people to build it.

What did R. D. Blumenfeld mean by saying “if the real thing is to be like
that, I shall never do anything wrong.” (Line8, Para. 2)?

A) He thought other countries should learn from London.

B) He thought it took too much trouble to take London’s underground.
C) He thought highly of London’s early metro system.

D) He did not like it at all and would not take it again.

What made it easier to build tunnels in London than in Dublin?

A) London had more advanced machines and technology than Dublin.
B) The clay of London is easier to be dug and waterproof.

C) There were not so many buildings in London as in Dublin.

D) London’s clay is sturdier and harder.

Why does south London have fewer tunnels than other parts of London?
A) Because there are fewer neighborhoods built on clay.

B) Because people living there cannot afford to build many tunnels.
C) Because people living there do not like taking underground.

D) Because the clay of south London is difficult to build tunnels.



1. be subjectto  5Z+-=+++ X AL 9. splutter v S RIIRH

2. criss-cross adj. HRAAZEH 10. booming adj. FEHEH)

3. subterranean adj. Hi T 11. excavate v. {24

4. artery n. Bk 12. impermeable adj. ANAIVEIE]
5.terminate v. #&F, 45K 13. explosive n. ¥F%

6. congested adj. #HF 14. boulder n. KA

7.sooty adj. WHiFEHE 15. sturdy adj. 455Ef; "RREK
8. Hades n. &6 it HAik

Passage B

Time taken: minutes

What Makes Migration Going on

Migration is usually defined as “permanent or semi-permanent-changes of
residence.” This broad definition, of course, would include a move across the street
or across a city. Our concern is with movement between nations, not with internal
migration within nations, although such movements often exceed international

movements in volume. Today, the motives of people who move short distances are
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very similar to those of international migrants.

Students of human migration speak of “push” and “pull” factors, which
influence an individual’s decision to move from one place to another. Push factors are
associated with the place of origin. A push factor can be as simple and mild a matter
as difficulty in finding a suitable job, or as traumatic' as war, or severe famine’.
Obviously, refugees who leave their homes with guns pointed at their heads are
motivated almost entirely by push factors (although pull factors do influence their
choice of destination).

Pull factors are those associated with the place of destination. Most of these are
economic, such as better job opportunities or the availability of good land to farm.
The latter was an important factor in attracting settlers to the United States during the
19th century. In general, pull factors add up to an apparently better chance for a good
life and material well-being than is offered by the place of origin. When there is a
choice between several attractive potential destinations, the deciding factor might be a
non-economic consideration such as the presence of relatives, friends, or at least
fellow countrymen already established in the new place who are willing to help the
newcomers settle in. Considerations of this sort lead to the development of migration
flow.

Besides push and pull factors, there are what the sociologists call “intervening’
obstacles”. Even if push and/or pull factors are very strong they still may be
outweighed by intervening obstacles, such as the distance of the move, the trouble
and cost of moving, the difficulty of entering the new country, and the problems
likely to be encountered on arrival.

The decision to move is also influenced by “personal factors” of the potential
migrant. The same push-pull factors and
obstacles operate differently on different
people, sometimes because they are at
different stages of their lives, or just
because of their varying abilities and
personalities. For example, someone likes
to be steady, but somebody likes to
adventure.

The prospect of packing up
everything and moving to a new and

perhaps very strange environment may

appear interesting and challenging to an



unmarried young man and appallingly* difficult to a slightly older man with a wife

and small kids. Similarly, the need to learn a new language and customs may excite

one person and frighten another. (451 words)

6.

10.

Which of the following statements about migration is NOT true?

A) The generalized migration includes a move across the street or across a
city.

B) Migration refers to permanent or semi-permanent-change of residence.

C) People move more across the street or across a city than move across
borders.

D) The motives of people who move short distances are similar to those of
international migrants today.

Which of the following belongs to the “push” factor?

A) The personalities of migrants. B) Fertile land to farm.

C) Better job opportunities. D) The migration of refugees.

. These are the factors affecting migration except

A) the economics of the place of destination

B) whether the government is allowed or not

C) push factors which are associated with the place of origin

D) the trouble and cost of moving

Which of the following is not the “personal factors of the potential migrant?
A) The diverse capacity and individuality.

B) Whether the migrant is married or not.

C) Potential problems which are likely to be encountered on arrival.
D) Different stages of the migrants’lives.

The purpose of the passage is to discuss

A) migration between countries

B) the motives of international migrants

C) migration inside the country

D) the problems of international migrants

1. traumatic  adj. JF 3.intervening adj. T HIEIH .
2. famine n. Vi 4. appallingly adv. 4E%
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mBanked Cloze

In this part, there is one passage with ten blanks. You are required to select one
word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following the passage.

Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each choice in the
bank is identified by a letter.

Time taken: minutes

Big in Norway: Slow TV

It all started in 2009, with a seven-hour train trip from Oslo' to Bergen.
Bergensbanen, a live broadcast of the voyage by NRK, Norway’s public broadcasting
company, followed the train as it chugged® through dark tunnels, snow-covered
mountains, and misty® valleys. More than 1 million Norwegians, a good 20 percent of
the country’s population, tuned in to watch.

Since then, “slow TV” has become a 1) Norwegian public
broadcasting. In 2011, more than half the country watched a cruise* ship’s 134-hour
2) up Norway’s west coast. Earlier this year, NRK broadcast 18 hours of

salmon swimming 3) . Two new epics® 4) this fall, one showing



