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Section One = Tactics fo_:r“’_Listening

Part 1 Phonetics

A &b [BEl Listen and repeat

In the following sentences, you will hear the weak forms of a, an and and.
They are read as /a/, /an/, and /an(d)/. When words beginning with an h are
pronounced in weak forms, often the sound /h/ is not pronounced. For example,
had is pronounced as /ad/, has as /oz/, and have as /gv/ Listen to the sentences. Pay
attention to the weak forms.

B é» [BE] Complete the following short dialogue as you listen to the tape. Pay special
attention to the weak forms, link-ups and contractions.

Woman 1:
Woman 2:
Woman 1:

Man:

Woman 1:
Woman 2:

Man:

Woman 2:
Woman 1:
Woman 2:
Woman 1:

I've got g0Od NEWS ...

Oh, yes?

I'm getting married.

Well, well! e the lucky man? Do we know him?
Of course you
.. wonderful news!
Pmsure.....oe .. very happy.

the weddlng?
Next Iune ...................................................... going to have a big June wedding!

Are we invited?
Of course! I hope you

unit1 ]



-y

Part 2 Listening and Note-Taking

Tips for note-taking

Note-taking is an important listening skill related to listening comprehension.
Note-taking, unlike dictation and spot dictation, is not simply to write down a few
words. Note-taking is a very complicated listening, decoding, comprehending,
generalizing and summarizing process. We begin note-taking training with writing
down the key words.

Key words are the words that capture the essence of the topic of a passage. In
the following exercise, you are asked to find out where these people are and what
they are doing, so the names of these people and the places where they are might be
the key words.

a» Listen to the conversation and take notes. Where are they? What are they
doing? Pay attention to the layout of your notes. Do not refer to the following outline
as you listen to the tape. The names are for your reference. You may use abbreviations
for the names. After that use the information from your notes to complete the outline.

Mr. Redman Mr. Gray

Where are they?

Mr. Redman is ... N e e
Mr. Gray is at ... |

Mr. Redman’s secretary is at .................mmmnns

Mr. Gray’s secretary, Miss Jones, is at ........comnics

2 Unitl



Section Two Listening Comprehension

Tips for listening comprehension

What is comprehension? By dictionary it means “the act or fact of grasping the
meaning”. In order to improve your listening comprehension ability, you should
not match what you hear with what you read in the exercises. You should focus on
gist of the passage, the meaning conveyed by the words, not the meaning of each
individual word.

Listening is not merely “passive” or “receptive”; rather it is an active process
that involves a variety of listening “strategies”.

It is advisable to give reasons for your answers and always try to get the gist of
the listening material. The gist can be in the form of a key word, a phrase, a sentence

or a brief summary.

Part1 Words or Message?

A @b» m Listen to two sentences. Is it “loose” or “lose”? Tick the right box.

loose lose

1] L
2. [] L]

B & » [E® Paraphrasing or the restatement of texts in other words is useful in language
learning. It also may help listening comprehension. Listen to some sentences and
rewrite them with the help of the clue.

1. Photographers TKeS ..ot
2. His dream of being @ TePOIter ...

3. Death or injury by carbon monoxide poisoningis .................c...

Part 2 Dialogues

Dialogue 1  Hello

A (» Some people are talking at a party. Who is talking to whom? Who has known
whom before? Pay attention to the way and the language they use when they are
talking to each other. Listen and complete the following sentences. Names in the

Unit 1 3



following box are for your reference.

Al Professor Andrews Dr. Baxter Eric John Lee

Mary Parker  Sally Steve Tony  Susan Roper
1. . s, 18 talKING 10O R,
2t s SIS L0 7:11 <1+ 7o 8 o
3. . e 18 talking to
4. . BN T 61156 04 V- o
5. .. S 1AIKING R0 et
6 e S AN ..o AVE KDNOWN €2Ch

other before.

7o LhaS KNOWN e before.

B &» EE Listen to some extracts from the dialogue and complete the following sentences
with the missing words.

1. Man 1: Hello, AL
Man 2: Fine, thanks, Eric. ...

2. Man 1: Tony,...............introduce my friend Mary Parker.
Man 2: OR, oot e, SO TUCH @abouLt you.

Dialdgue 2 Where Are You Living Now?

Background information

Londons metropolitan area extends for more than 30 miles at its widest point,
covering some 1610 sq km. At the core of this immense urban area is Central
London. Most of Central London is located north of the Thames, on a gentle slope
that rises to the north.

Hampstead, commonly known as Hampstead Village, is an area of London. It
is known for its intellectual, liberal, artistic, musical and literary associations and
for Hampstead Heath, a large, hilly expanse of parkland. It has some of the most

expensive housing in the London area.

A O» Listen to the dialogue and decide whether the following statements are true
or false. Discuss with your classmates why you think the statement is true or false.

[ ] 1. The man lives in Hampstead now.
[ ] 2. The man has changed his job.
[] 3. The place where the man lives now is about 15 miles away from London.

4 Unit1



1. Why did the man move out of London?

i Listen to the interview again and answer the following questions.

3. What is his present job?

4. How did he use to go to work?”

C é»[BX Time can be indicated by tense or time adverbials like then and now. The
sensibility to these adverbials may help you notice the change of the use of tense in

the interview. Listen to some extracts from the dialogue and complete the following

sentences with the missing words.

I fOr an advertising agency ... s

newspaper.

Part 3 Passage
A Young Waiter

A In the passage the speaker mentioned five popular
flavors of ice-cream: lemon, chocolate, coffee, orange and
vanilla. What did Edward and Ann do to make the young waiter
know what they wanted? Listen to the passage and choose the
best answer to each of the following questions you will hear.

1. A.Its good weather. B. Its market square.
C. Its coffee. D. Its restaurant.
2. A. The special food.
B. Coffee with different flavours.
C. The good bargains they could get from the small shops.
D. The beautiful scenery.
3. A.It’s probably because it was too hot.
B. It’s probably because it was too cold.
C. It’s probably because it was the dry season.
D. It’s probably because it was not the holiday season.

e fora

Vocabulary

puft
flavor
vanilla

crossly

Unit1 §



4. A. It was sunny and hot. B. It was sunny and warm.

C. It was hot and cloudy. D. It was warm and cloudy.
5. A.In winter. B. In spring.
C. In summer. D. In autumn.
6. A. To have a rest. B. To have something to drink.
C. To have something to eat. D. To enjoy the sunshine.
7. A. By using language. B. By using gesture.
C. By drawing pictures. D. By using the menu.
8. A. Ice-cream as well as coffee. B. Ice-cream instead of coffee.
C. Coffee with ice-cream in it. D. Coffee with no ice-cream in it.

______________________________________________________________________

Language in use

to manage to do something = to succeed in accomplishing or achieving, '
especially with difficulty :
crossly is mentioned in the passage. Try to get its meaning from the context. !

'

B o om omm e o e e e e e e e e v e e e e e e e e e e e S e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e = = = =

B Complete the following sentences with what you have remembered.

1. He spoke no English, but after a lot of laughter and pointing at the menu, they

...... they had to make him understand that they

wanted Was o
2. “We didn’t order coffee;” said Edward ... ..., “we ordered coffee ice-cream.
| He ought to be able to understand simple English”
The waiter .. ........andlooked . .. .. . . .
“No,” said Ann laughing, “it’s his country. We ought to be able to speak his
language.”

Part4 News

Tips for understanding news items

Many students find news items difficult to understand. There are mainly
three factors that may affect understanding news items. One is lack of background
information; second is vocabulary, especially some words or expressions often used
in news items; third is sentence structures oftenused in news items.
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