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Abstract

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. In the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
General Secretary Xi Jinping noted thatwe would launch activities in CPC under
the theme of “remain true to our original aspiration and keep our mission firmly in
mind”, and we would move forward to work tirelessly to realize the historic
mission of the Communist Party of China in the new era. This is of great
significancefor us to achieve the two centenary goals, and realize the Chinese
Dream of national rejuvenation. Our research and publication of The Report on the
Development of China’s Eco-citieshave lasted for nearly ten years. During the past ten
years, we have kept our mission—constructing the eco-cities firmly in mind.
Acting on the principle of green development, we alwaysstrive to create better
working and living environments for the people, and let them enjoy a beautiful
and livable environment. We also promote the coordinated development of urban
and rural areas in China.

In the past year, the governmenthas continued the efforts to prevent and
control the environmentalpollution, renovate and improve the related system, and
coordinate and promote the high quality of development and the protection of
ecological environment. According to the report, in this year, both sulfur
dioxide and oxynitride emissions are expected to decline by 3 percent; both
chemical oxygen demand and ammonia nitrogen emissions are expected to decline
by 2 percent; and there will be a sharp decline in the density of fine particulate
matter, or PM2. 5, in key areas. The tough battle will be sustained to prevent
and control the air pollution in the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei regions and its
surrounding region as well as Yangtze River Delta and the Fenhe-Weihe Plain.
The goverance and protection of air, water and soil will be propelled in all

respects. Also, the protection and restore of the ecosystem will be strengthened.
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The Report on the Development of China’s Eco-cities (2019 ) thoroughly
implements President XiJinping’s Thought on the ecological civilization of
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, and continues to uphold the
development conceptions of people oriented, green development, circular
economy, low-carbon life and city’s habitability for people. The report gains a
strong understanding of and put into practice the value of socialist ecological
civilization—natural, green, healthy and ecological. In the meantime, the
report still aims to serve the development of urbanization, improve people’s
happiness index and help human beings to achieve a comprehensive development.
It tries to upgrade the general public’s ecological awareness, provide decision-
making consultation and guidance of engineering practices for the eco-city’s
construction, as well as to advocate and lead the green development. By
integrating the concept of eco-cities into the progression of urbanization, the
report focuses on the harmonious relationship between man and nature, and
intends to help cultivate a green, circular, and low-carbon way for people’s
production and life. According to the notion of ecological civilization and eco-city
index system, the report has built a dynamic evaluation model by using Big Data
technologies, to comprehensively evaluateand sort 284 prefecture-level and above
cities in China with health index. Then, taking general demands and featured
purposes into consideration, the report ranks these cities in accordance with the
scientific evaluation of local government’s input in eco-city construction and its
output effects. By means of the evaluation model, top 100 eco-cities of * featured
development” are selected. According to the result of our evaluation, from 2016
to 2017, the per capita green area of urban built-up area has risen from 15. 01
square meters to 15.71 square meters, increasing by 0.7 square metres; sulfur
dioxide emissions per unit of GDP has dropped from 1. 76 kilograms per 10000
yuan of GDP to 1.26 kilograms per 10000 yuan of GDP, falling by 0.5
kilograms; energy consumption per unit of GDP has fallen from 0. 85 tons of
standard coal (SCE) per 10000 yuan of GDP to 0.82 tons of SCE per 10000
yuan of GDP, decreasing by 0.03 tons. For instance, Beijing has been fairly
successful in making our skies blue again in 2018: the proportion of average
number of days with good air quality in last year has increased to 62.2% ; the
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Abstract ES

density of PM2.5 has decreased to 51 micrograms per cubic meter, falling by
12. 1% year-on-year; the number of days with hazardous quality has been reduced
from 15 days to 9 days in 2017.

The construction of eco—cities in China has entered into the stage of city
clusters. So the coordinated construction of eco-city inside the city clusters has
become a new focus point. However, the problem of the inadequate and
unbalanced development of eco-city construction is still acute, especially in the
new round of the development of the western region. As a result, it is urgent to
“form some new big city clusters and regional city clusters”. Recently, Guidance
of the CPC Central Committee and the State Council Pertaining to Speeding up Reaching a
New Stage in the Large-scale Development of the Western Region in a New Eranoted that
we should improve the arrangement and form of urbanization to suit the local
conditions, promote and perform the functions of national and regional central
cities, and at the same time, promote the high-quality development of city
clusters and the network of cities and towns. All these measures will help us
advance the coordinated development of the cities ineastern and western China.

The report follows the principle of “ categorized evaluation, categorized
guidance, categorized construction and phased implementation” , and points out
the key targets and the challenges for the annual construction work in the green
development of each city. Based on these case studies, the report continues its
release of the “double-ten” typical cases of eco—cities construction ( the top ten
successful and top ten failed cases of ecological construction in China). In the
report, essential issues concerning the coordinated development of eco-cities of
national city clusters, research on the coordinated construction of metropolitan
regionand so on have been explored in depth as well, and accordingly, measures
and suggestions have been proposed.

Everyone bears his share of the responsibility for green development. The
success relies on our actions and persistance. Let us work together to realize our
goal of building a beautiful China.

Keywords: Eco-cities; Green Development; Healthy and Habitable;
Construction of City Clusters.
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