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PREFACE

Perhaps you're looking for an ideal life and a serene mood intoxicated with nature in the modern, busy society; probably you're dreaming of sitting
and watching smoke rising leisurely and carefree in a noisy and flourishing town: maybe you’re trying to return to past times, hoping to reside in this land
pastorally in the highly developed human civilization.

Among the lofty mountains and high ranges in South Anhui, China, there is such a place for taking refuge. This is Ancient Huizhou. Mr Tao Xingzhi,
a great educator, ever praised: Huizhou was really a fictitious land of peace. In the world there was only one place which could match it. This place was
Switzerland. Today as the industry of tour develops, simple and beautiful Huizhou is revealing its veil, greeting a great many tourists from all parts of the
world with smile.

With splendid culture, Huizhou has a history of over 2300 years since it was set as a prefecture in the Qin Dynasty. Though its original name was
Shezhou, which was Changed to the present name by Emperor Huizong of the Song Dynasty in 1121, the six counties , Shexian , Xiuning, Wuyuan,
Qimen. Yixian and Jixi. under it have been relatively stable in administrative divisions since then. A long history makes it form unique historical & cultural

systems, such as Huizhou's culture, commerce, dish, opera, painting, medicine, epigraphy, sculpture, bonsai and architecture, etc. The Studies of Hui,



Studies of Dunhuang Caves and Studies of Zang are known as three major local studies in China.

Huizhou has always enjoyed the reputation of being “Zou, Lu in Southeast China”, a “Land of Propriety & Righteousness™ and a “Sea of Culwral
Relics™ due to its numerous cultural relics and historic sites scattered all over the region. Xidi and Hongcun, two famous ancient villages, have been listed
in the Directory of World Cultural Heritages, Shexian is a nationally known historical & cultural town, Tunxi’s Old Street a national historical & cultural
street preserved, Mount Qiyun one of the four sacred places of Taoism in China and Huashan Maze Caves have the reputation of being the ninth wonder
of the world . In addition, within the boundaries of Huizhou there are a large number of ancient villages which are well-known, such as Nanping, Guanglu,
Pingshan, Chengkan . Lixi, Likeng, Wangkou and Longchuan, etc., and eleven major preserved units of national cultural relics, such as Chengkan, Xidi,
Hongcun, Qiankou Residences, Tangyue Memorial Archways, Luo Dongshu Clan Hall, Xu Guo Stone Archway. Yuliang Dam . Cheng's Three Houses and
Hu’s Ancestral Temple, etc. In Huizhou there are many ancient villages formed in the Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, which ever today still retain the folk
customs of simple and honest, so some people said: “If you want to know the life of imperial family, please go to Beijing; if you want to appreciate a folk
life, please go to Huizhou.”

In May 2001 Comrade Jiang Zemin bestowed praises on Huizhou culture while visiting Huangshan City. He said such a splendid culture must be

handed down from one generation to another and let it become part of world culture forever.
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Xidi —— a Village in the Peach Garden

Initially built during the reign of Huangyou in the Northern Song Dynasty, Xidi is a big village based on Hu’s family. Looking like
a boat in shape, the village is surrounded by green hills and blue waters in perfect harmony with nature. Cao Wenzhi, Minister of the
Ministry of Revenue of the Qing Dynasty, ever highly praised that Xidi was a retreat away from the turmoil of the world.

Now in the village there are 124 residences that have been preserved very well. A batch of experts spoke highly of Xidi culture after
having visited the village and thought that the rational layout, ingenious structure and beautiful decoration of its architectural complex
might be rated as gems of architectural art for Chinese residences built in the Ming and Qing Dynasties. In 2000 Xidi was listed in the
Directory of World Cultural Heritages by the UNESCO.
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