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House of Cards L

House of Cards

I. Plot Exploration

Francis Underwood, a power-hungry Democratic congressman from South Carolina and
House majority whip, celebrates the election of President Garrett Walker, whose campaign he
aided to get himself appointed Secretary of State. However, Underwood learns that the President
wants him to promote his agenda in Congress and will not honor their agreement. Inwardly
seething, Underwood presents himself as a helpful lieutenant to Walker. In reality, Underwood
begins an elaborate plan behind the President’s back, with the ultimate goal of gaining a cabinet
position.

His wife Claire runs an NGO, the Clean Water Initiative, which she uses to cultivate her
own power, yet its ultimate purpose remains unkn v “Despite the success of the operation,
Claire seeks to expand its scope to the international swyusing Francis’s connections. It is
clear from the outset that Claire shares both her husband’s e{f%ﬂed, ruthless pragmatism and
lust for power, and they frequently scheme together to en ;‘%ﬁéuccess of each other’s
ventures. Q7 s

public opinion as needed. Meanwhile, he manipulates Peter Russo, a trou
congressman from Pennsylvania, into helping him undermine Walker’s pick orﬁ%
State, Senator Michael Kern. Underwood eventually has Kern replaced with his own

Senator Catherine Durant. Underwood also uses Russo in a plot to end a teachers’ strike a | @
an education bill, which improves Underwood’s standing with Walker. ’

Because the new Vice President is the former Governor of Pennsylvania, a special election
is to be held for his successor. Underwood helps Russo get clean and props up his candidacy, but
later uses call girl Rachel Posner to break his sobriety and trigger his downfall shortly before the
election. When Russo decides to come clean about his role in Underwood’s schemes, Frank kills
Russo and stages his death as a suicide. With the special election in chaos, Underwood
convinces the Vice President to step down and run for his old position of governor — leaving the
Vice Presidency open to Underwood, as was his plan all along.
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However, Walker intends to nominate Missouri billionaire Raymond Tusk for vice president
and sends Underwood to meet Tusk. Tusk reveals that he has been influencing Walker’s
decisions all along and convinced him to cancel the original agreement, and explains he will
influence Walker to nominate Underwood for vice president if he does a favor benefiting Tusk's
interests. Underwood counter-proposes to Tusk that they work together to fulfill both their
interests, which Tusk accepts. Meanwhile, after Underwood ends their affair, Zoe begins piecing
together clues about Underwood’s various plots. The season ends when Underwood accepts the
nomination for Vice President of the United States.

LB R RBUREF O MR R DRI IR 58RI RIABEZ BOL . B
TREMBHAT AT N E 550, A BN Sh%F « RSO mAY 1 ORIE, R 2 ENRELAFE
et B e S HESE SN, FMEARRAMERSW. LEMENSFHHE R A0
BALC, AR, M T A CHBURAUK R I R B ARV b REs HER R, R
MEEIF. Fschk, RS, hFnscn T —MRAEREAITR] ZitRiLh A RS
BN A% Hbr.

LB E T R AT NMEBUFAR “HKiR” iz, mE LEREMA
MR A LURE IR A B RGEW J), Tiith ()5 2 iR AW . X4 ZUE1TI
R, T ve R AR — AR LA 2 B ISy R EE PR RS . A A S K — BT
HBARSIALC, —HREMNMSEA TG, B —FEE. AR,
A 145 5 AR e DRI B

A - A EAHONFERICH LS - BRI T EMARNXR, BEER
JERT US4 o L PEARAELE D R A it il 5% B 50 T A BCR RAT A WO . [RIRY, %
EEIA R AR Z RN E W R ES - PRERAO—RSHE, Lt fh. /i
M AKEN T, ZEMERIR TR AR ESWANIE—S W RE R - FHEK
Buffa 2, HrmAUSWAIIEM « 2Rz . LEAEEE—KAEPFAP %
GiRTEORE TIHEL T HAEWEER, XIRT T ih A CFER B0 7.

FEARSG S W« DB R R ER MM, eSS, ZMAET MK
g, REMETRWHBHTZMBHLFHFHLBEMK, BAEEZEAbEL K - B
AT R EH T, IR RE TERZ T MG BRI R B HPR
AT, PRIGEETAAE ZEREQA TP AALZ TR RBIETE. N
XA, LR REAEY R, METTHRANERR. £V EREMINEREAR
ALZ B, LB AR UL A B4 & SEIE A 2 BT R ARG, R RS R B GERY 7 B 25 BR M B 15
LIBMPERIAN, EP I TR

RMK DG NHERAF N RMEMLT & HERE - W EFER S, HIRE
EARTEAT L. EEE A W& H C S AR EY), FLRAN DG B L,
[FII th 5 R s, A AN S SRR S CEMENE S W, R e e
FIRRAL AN AEHLE, AR SRS IR A LB AR SR fE2 i — 3 & X BT s 1Y
WG, S AEATAE R BT pE 4R AT o DU B SRR AN 5 KBS 0T se AN, BT s B 5 7
AFRE TR SR, ZEHEASRT kR - BRREMEZE, BER



House of Cards *3-

WioT s R & L RIS M BOARBIR, — RIVRRBEHHEOER. B FHEE, REHE
BT RS RME SRR .

II. Cast

(1) Francis(Frank) Underwood

Francis Underwood is a Congressman for South Carolina’s Fifth District, Majority Whip of
the United States House of Representatives and a member of the Democratic Party. He is
married to Claire Underwood, but also had a sexual relationship with Zoe Barnes for the benefits
of both. He has an elaborate plan with the ultimate goal of gaining power, or being the President
of the United States.

ShEATEHT - RIBMALE

R A BUAET ORI KPR E AU AR 2 B el i1
SRR o R, (FR AL R R IR R E e - R MRSM . OF BB AR .
s 7 — &5k, DIERGEUD, O B4

(2) Claire Underwood

Claire Underwood is Francis Underwood’s wife. She runs a non-profitable organization:
Clean Water Initiative, which aims to provide drinking water to the undeveloped regions. Her
career is secretly supported and used by her husband. Their marriage is based on their mutual
political trade relationship: use and be used, cover and be covered, help and be helped.

IR - RIBMIE

5 LA - REMEENET, AT NEEERALR BRI, BEAAN
BOEHBIX SRR 7K o b (¥ 0l 52 3 SR AR A% SCHF,  [R) It it SR A AT . AT A 45 40
I T R BOA TR A B AR M, A AR AH R ARG CHBL T SR R

(3) Garrett Walker

Garrett Walker is the President of United States in Season 1. He is not an aggressive role in
the White House, and his political perspective is rather mild. In most of cases, he is limited by
the complicated and sensitive political systems of the United States. Therefore, he does not say
and do too much.

IERES - K3

R —FERERG. NBUGHRIN S, s TFEAUR, AR « R
RUFR. KREEIEOT, iS22y HBURN XEBUARARTIR, FHASHEOFAZ .

(4) Zoe Barnes

Zoe is a reporter of Washington Herald (the symbol of politics tool). She wants to “lift the
veil” and gets some political news out and she dares to get in the backrooms in the Capitol Hill.
She has a sexual relationship with Francis Underwood, who feeds her damaging stories about his
political rivals to sway public opinion as needed.
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(5) Douglas Stamper

Douglas is Underwood’s unwaveringly loyal chief of staff and confidant. He is loyal to
Frank because the latter saved him from alcoholism. He behaves and follows Frank’s order most
of the time, and works with high efficiency.

EHEHLHT - BB

R IRBATEIT « LR REACRIORGE, WA MRS, IhEITE TR R, At
SEARLIE T IR RATE . fhoe 20 BB PE T RIFR %, JF HamBGE R E% .

(6) Peter Russo

Russo is a Democratic congressman from Pennsylvania’s 1* congressional district. He is
Frank’s puppet. Frank helps Russo to be saved from alcoholism. In fact, he is controlled to play
the roles set by Frank for his political ambition.

G- FHE

RRARAYEREMNE E g X R EFARB A (EbB I RI# e s Sk
AN, HXFILAE, EI8 BB —Mt 1.

I. Words and Phrases

Episode 1 (3B—%§)
(1) Frank (monologue): I backed the right man.

TSR T XA
back: v. tosupport and encourage, often with money; provide backing for
¥, B R

#4): The union leaders decided to back the Government in its action.
T2 Miah ok 58 SR BU R EURIAT B .
(2) Zoe (to Lucas): I'm sick of the Fairfax county council.
REAT BRI T .
be sick of: feeling annoyance, dislike, and impatience from too much of something

B RN, PRI
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f54): I’m sick of (listening to) your complaints; be quiet!
PR BRIV ) IRBUE T, i g !
(3) Lucas: A gossip column?
—ANFHERE?
Zoe: No. We'll lift the veil.
A, R FEFLEAM.
to lift the veil: to expose the truth
mEE A, REER
#4141]: Harry Potter fans are on tenterhooks before a press conference in which J. K.
Rowling has promised to lift the veil on her next venture.
X R RZAT, MR, KR ) K ZMREEES RiEEA
K T —EAD BRI B
(4) Zoe (to Lucas): You are stuck in the 20" century, Lucas.
fRIEIETE 20 HEZCHE, /5 R,
stuck: adj. unable to go further or do anything further, esp. because of difficulties
WRAER), AR WA INEHIT FER
il f1): She was stuck at home looking after the children.
b AR e K R 1.
(5) Linda (to Frank): No, he couldn’t make it. I'll brief him, though.
Ay ARA T, (HIESERABIIRET
brief: v. to give (someone) necessary instructions or information, esp. in order to
prepare them for an activity
(FEAT B AT ) EE RN FR 7R Ry SR B
f514]: The President was briefed by his advisers before the interview.
BN $ 52 R A5 0L 4776 8 (TR ) o
(6) Linda (to Frank): As you know, education is a top priority for us.
REniE, BERBRMNPEHZE,
a top priority: If we say something is a top priority, we mean it needs attention,
consideration, service, etc., before others.
MAHE. P H
#4]): The arranging of this business agreement is a top priority.
LHEXAN Rk P E 2 B A
(7) Janine (to Zoe): So you can blog about rubbing shoulders with the big boys.
PRAUAT A S 2 BB K AT I ACTE 7 2

rub shoulders with: to meet socially and treat as equals (esp. people of a different type

or social class)
AR, RN EERE
f4]: In my job I rub shoulders with all sorts of interesting people.

BAE TAEP A& T & HEA BB HIAITIE.
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(8) Frank (to Claire): He (Walker) didn’t even have the courage to look me in the eye.
At B A PR A AR
have the courage to do something: to be brave enough to do something
AR

ff): You have to have the courage to examine who you really are, to come to terms
with the dark corner of your own soul.
PrReaZif o B R, TN A2 IR R B ) TR A %
(9) Claire (to Frank): You don’t usually underestimate people, Francis.
PRAR ZDAEAS B, o B T S
underestimate: v. to have too low an opinion of
N, B, X VFREK
#917): One of the most significant barriers to people doing things in the world, to
actually introducing change is that they underestimate their ability to bring about

change.
ARG, ITIESHSE, MR EERHFL—, 2thiRdbac
SIS ) HE

(10) Claire (to Felicity): But, really, between you and me, I think Francis is relieved. He
just feels much more at home in Congress.
ApRESEsE b, HERIRSE, REH BN E R, hEESEmmaAK.
relieved: adj. no longer worried; feeling relief
W, AFHER
#il£): We were relieved to hear you were admitted to a university.
Wr % £ T KF, BATRIBCG T .
(11) Frank (to Linda): Claire would be over the moon.
KR AR
over the moon: infml. very happy
RAR, AR
i f): She’s over the moon about her new job.
s BT AR R R
(12) Linda (to Frank): He (Walker) wants to make a pledge in his inaugural address.
Ath A8 S HR B A5 S 7R
make a pledge: make a solemn promise or agreement
HE, K&, MRk
fif1): They made a firm pledge to support us.
A7 5 M A 8 S HFRRATD
inaugural address: ». an address delivered at an inaugural ceremony (esp. by a

United States president)
WA 5

#1f1): The longest inaugural address on record was given by William Henry Harrison
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in 1841.

1841 FFRIHE « FH « 05 E AR LG M BUIRE A C P B — N BRE .
(13) Frank (to Zoe): Well, you certainly have my undivided attention.

LHEH AT

to have one’s undivided attention: If one gets’has someone’s undivided attention,

someone pays all his/her attention to what he/she says or does.
VHAST, FhERHE
f#41): Please tell me what happened. You have my undivided attention.
HEFREET A, REEEA.
(14) Frank (to Zoe): I’ve led a very long, very successful career avoiding this sort of
intrigue with the press. | can’t see any advantage in starting now.
EREK. RO F R — e e SRAIT XM ZE. RMERBERAT 4
4k .
intrigue: ». the act or practice of planning something secretly
#
ff51): She got to her present high position by plotting and intrigue.
o 188 3t B P e IR T H ATIXRE A
(15) Frank (to Peter): Don’t play dumb with me, Peter.
i) R e e 1

play dumb with someone: pretend to be stupid in order to avoid facing some problem

or situation

PeEAENE, BeR

#f]: Don’t play dumb with me. You know what I'm talking about.
A BRI, PRANERAEBRAT 4.

Episode 2 (35 —%8)

(1) Frank (monologue): You know what [ like about people? They stack so well.
PR ENE I F RN B — s ? AT HEBA .
stack: v. If you stack a number of things, you arrange them in neat piles.
HEML: 1R
#f]: Tom, please stack your books up on the shelves.
B, WIERR IR BR L.

(2) Frank (monologue): In a town where everyone’s so carefully reinventing themselves,
what I like about Freddy is that he doesn’t even pretend to change.
XA T AR ABBLERT O Sk, 1 9 3R 1) n] S Ab e R A B AN Ll
reinvent: v. to reinvent something means to change it so that it seems different and
new



EsE; BuE
fl%1): She decided to reinvent herself as an artist.
b pRCEH CEREN AP ZARHK.
(3) Congressman (to Frank): Republicans are gonna ram this up our ass.
FERTE 2 O BT AT IFELE LT
ram: v. Ifa vehicle rams something such as another vehicle, it crashes into it with a
lot of force, usually deliberately.
(L M0 ) e 2 i
f1%]: The thieves fled, ramming the policeman’s car.
M T B, KT .
(4) Frank (to Remy): Remy was the best press secretary [ ever had.
FERKRETF FELFMHEL S A
press: n. Newspapers are referred to as the press, and journalists and reporters are
referred to as the press.
AR, i TR
f#f): You can find references in the local and foreign press.
PRI LAAE 24 1 A0 [E AR AT 3 2 P8
(5) Congressman (to Frank): Lobbyists keep getting younger and younger.
DB KRR T .
lobby: v. If you lobby someone, you try to persuade them that a particular law
should be changed or that a particular thing should be done.
i
lobbyist: ¥%
%1 %]): The Environment Protection Association lobbied Congress to authorize their Acts.
I OR AP AL SN0 v [E AL EAR AT AOVE R
(6) Frank (to Remy): Tell them I’'m on top of it.
HUMA— VIS ERERELZ P
on top of sth.: control something or make something under one’s control
LT R
f#4): He is on top of all the conditions here.
b #ALR BRI A DI B
(7) Remy (to Frank): Don’t make them throw money at your challenger next cycle.
7IE A AT 5] 2 B Bh IR .
challenger: ». someone who competes with you for a position or title that you
already have
iR A
i f1): The strongest challenger has withdrawn from the race.
BORENMPkRE TR T 36k

(8) Douglas (to Frank): Michael, Kern went to Williams, check out the masthead.
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Wy R, Bk, FHEEEREEHT & .
masthead: n. a newspaper’s masthead is the part at the top of the front page where
its name appears in big letters
(FREACAD) R K
f#l41): If you want to know what happened in the world, you just need to look through
the mastheads.
i RAFRRAE S B T A, RSN R k.
(9) Donald (to many journalists): I am relinquishing my management of the education
reform act.
oK A9 TR SURTEE
relinquish:  v.  If you relinquish something such as power or control, you give it up.
B (B ) 83z )
f9|%]): He does not intend to relinquish power.
AT SR FEA )
(10) Frank (to Linda): Setbacks are a dime a dozen with a bill of this size.
XAKBIESR, iR

setback: n. an event that delays your progress or reverses some of the progress that

you have made
A
f%1): This move represents a setback for the Middle East peace process.
M2 R b AR R B (RR
(11) Evelyn (to Claire): 1 know, but I just have to say it for the sake of my conscience.
HEZHT R, LBk,
for the sake of: in the cause of/toward/out of
HF: BT T e
fif1]: We buckled the belt for the sake of safety.
BAME TR2FE, RLETLEW.
(12) Frank (to education experts): So good luck! We're counting on you.
BEFIE ! BT .
count on: rely on someone to support you or help you
#§t1]: Don’t count on David, he is a liar.
KBFEAE, 21T
(13) Donald (to Frank): Part of me is glad this got leaked.
TN L2 DHLRFEFEEFEROPIFR)ME T .
leak: v. If a container leaks, there is a hole or crack in it which lets a substance
such as liquid or gas escape.
(A B E) i3 T
{5]f]: The roof leaked.
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JOR P I BOE—A KB, ZRLiE, L

RIRT .

(14) Frank (to Claire): You’re scolding me.

US(YE

scold: v. If you scold someone, you speak angrily to them because they have done
something wrong.

== an

JIgs

f41): She scolded her daughter for failing her exam.

LESPAR @i’ BN e NI = 8

Episode 3 (3F =4E)

(1) Douglas (to education experts): Page 43, section 7. We’d like some clarification.

BT 43 50, BATHEEME T

clarification: n. an interpretation that removes obstacles to understanding
i, B

f5%]: The expert’s clarification helped me to understand the textbook.

LRIV B IRILRE T M .

(2) Marty (to others): Veteran teachers would have to be exempt if they have a proven

record of excellence with the students.

I R R BN ECF GRS .

veteran: »n. someone who has been involved in a particular activity for a long time
ZBFEHIA

5| ©]: He is a veteran critic.

b AL B IRV IR 5K

exempt: adj. If someone or something is exempt from a particular rule, duty, or
obligation, they do not have to follow it or do it.

FBRGAN . BRTT. X555

f]f1): Men in college were exempt from military service.

TEAL 5B R A A e e 1L .

(3) Douglas (to Frank): Orrin’s making a big fuss in the local press.

SUPKA] FH 22 H SAA  fii o

make a fuss: If you make a fuss or kick up a fuss about something, you become angry
or excited about it and complain.

KK A5,

f1]: 1 don’t know why everybody makes such a fuss about a few mosquitoes.

BARE N 4 BT N8 LR BT RX 2 KA 5K

(4) Douglas (to Frank): What happens if you have to testify? Subpoenas, depositions, you

get dragged into a court battle, there is no education bill.

MR ER LU ASR? ARG, FEFUE, (REREENTH, Bl AHT



