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S5y () (The Book of Master Meng)
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Mencius paid a visit to King Hui of Liang State and the latter asked him, “You’ ve
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come here from thousand [i afar, and what can you benefit our state?” Mencius
responded, “Why do you necessarily mention benefit? It’s all right if one is benevolent
and righteous. If a king often asks what one can benefit his state, if a minister always
asks what one can benefit his family, and if a common man often asks what one can
benefit him, then they all strive for benefit. The result is that the state is in danger. In
a state of ten thousand fighting carts, the man who murdered the king surely has one
thousand carts. And in a state of one thousand fighting carts, the man who murdered
the king surely has one hundred carts. It’s quite enough if one gets one thousand from
ten thousand or one gets one hundred from one thousand. If private benefit honors
priority to public righteousness, one cannot get satisfied if he cannot rob all that belong
to the king. There was never a filial son who dejects his parents and there never was a
righteous man who neglects his king. You, the king just care about benevolence and

righteousness. Why do you mention benefit? ”
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When Mencius visited King Hui of Liang Sate, the latter stood by a pond watching
swans and elks, then he asked, “Does an able and moral man also like these?”
Mencius responded, “When a man becomes able and moral he will like these. An una-
ble and immoral man cannot like these even if they have these. Lines in Divine Plat-
form go as follows: ‘ Divine Platform was planned to build. The project had been imple-
mented. Ordinary men did jobs voluntarily. Rapid completing made one surprised. The
plan originally wasn’t urgent. Ordinary men showed their support. King Wen sight-saw
among Divine Garden. Female deer behaves peacefully no hurry. Female deer grows fat
with shining fur. White birds have their dense white feather. King Wen sight-saw on the
Divine Pond, Oh! Fish jumped happily with loud sound. * King Wen of Zhou Dynasty
had the people build the platform and they called it divine platform, and called the
pond divine one. They loved to appreciate those birds, beasts and turtles. Ancient
kings shared pleasure with common people so that they could find real pleasure. Oath of
Tang in The Book of History recorded common people’s agony towards dictator King Jie
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of Xia Dynasty, ‘ When will this sun fall down? We’ re willing to perish together with
it!” Common people just wanted to perish together with such kind of king. Even though
he had such kind of platform and pond, rare beasts and birds, how could he share them

alone?”
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King Hui of Liang State said, “I have done my best to my country. When there
was famine within Yellow River region, 1 ordered part of my subjects to migrate to the
east region of the River. And when there was famine within the east region of the Riv-
er, I do the opposite. 1 observed that the neighbor state’s king didn’t do things that I
had done. However, subjects in neighbor country haven't decreased and those in my
country haven't increased. What is the reason for this?” Mencius responded, “1’ 1l give
you an analogy to war since you like waging war. While drum being beaten the rivalries
fight fiercely and the defeated escaped by drawing their weapons. Some run for one

hundred paces to stop whereas others do fifty paces to stop. Those who run for fifty

347



wEGEEEHE >>>

paces sneer at those who run for one hundred paces. What do you think about this?”
King Hui answered, “It’s not OK because they are all the same fleeing away. " Menci-
us said, “If you have known this, then you shall not wish your subjects increase and
become more than that of neighbor country. In busy farming seasonthey don’t violate the
farming rule, and then people will obtain enough food. If they don’t use dense woven
nets to fish, they will have enough water food. If they don’t cut ever-growing trees,
they will have enough useful timber. With enough food, water food and timber, the
common people don’t have to worry about living, aging, diseases or death, which is the
beginning of Kingly Way. In a five-mu residence, mulberry trees are planted to raise
silkworms and people over fifty years old can wear silk clothes. Chicken, dogs, and
pigs are reared and people over seventy years old can eat meat. For one hundred mu
farming field, the farming season is kept in order and then a household with several
persons surely have enough food. Schooling is set up to educate children filial to their
parents , and then the elder people with gray hair needn’t carry loads on the road. There
isn’t the situation that the Kingly Way can’t go smoothly and people hesitate to gather a-
round when seventy-year-old ones can wear silk clothes and eat meat and common peo-
ple suffer no famine and cold. Nowadays people don’t know living shrifily while pigs
and dogs in wealthy families ate up common people’s food. And people don’t relieve
those victims of famine when some are dead on the road. On the death of common per-
sons the officials say ‘It isn’t our fault; it is due to natural calamity’. Such kind of ex-
cuse is the same as when someone kills others by a knife and says “ It isn’t me but the
knife that kills others’. If the king doesn’t blame nature but perfect his administration

common people will gather around him. ”
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King Hui of Liang State said, “I’ m willing to be instructed by you. ” Mencius
asked, “Is there any difference between killing persons by stick and doing so by
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knife?” King Hui answered, “There is no difference. " “Is there any difference between
killing persons by knife and doing so by politics?” Mencius said, “Then there are meat
in kitchen and horses in stable, and people look thin due to hunger. In wilderness peo-
ple die from hunger. In that circumstance, beasts are led to eat people. We detest that
beasts eat each other while officials lead beasts to eat people. How could they act as
parental officials for common people? Confucius ever said ‘ The first person who used
wooden and earthen puppies to bury alive with the dead should have no offspring. ’
Confucius loathed such kind of action because it imitates the image of person to bury
alive with the dead. It is not right to use puppies to bury alive with the dead. How

could we let people die from hunger?”
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King Hui of Liang State said, “There wasn’t a state which ever surpassed Jin
State. You know this fact. But when I was in power, it was defeated by Qi State in the
east and my eldest son died, and in the west our territory of seven hundred square i
was ceded to Qin State. In the south, we were bullied by Chu State. I feel ashamed
very much and I want to revenge for those who died. How could I do?” Mencius an-
swered, “The Kingly Way can be carried out even in a country of just one hundred
square li. If you carry out benevolent government, cutdown penalty, lessen tax, let
common people focus on intense farming, make the youth obey the moral norms — being
filial to parents, respecting elders, being honest and keeping promise. At home they at-
tend parents and brothers and in society they respect elders and leaders. In such cir-
cumstance, even if you let your subjects use cudgels, they can defeat those armored
soldiers of Qin and Chu states. Because in those states, people suffered so heavy mili-
tary service and forced labor that they have no time to till their fields or take a rest.
Common people cannot till fields to serve their parents who suffer cold and hunger. A
man’s brothers, wife, and children fall apart. Those in power really make their subject
lead a terrible life. If you decide to attack such kind of state, who can be rival with

you? Therefore, *a moral and benevolent man has no opponent’. Please believe this. ”
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Mencius visited King Xiang of Liang State. Upon leaving he said to others, “He
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didn’t appear like a king when you saw him in distance. As you came near him you
found nothing dignified in him. And he suddenly asked me, ‘ How can the world be-
come settled?’ I answered, ° After unification the world will be settled. ° He asked
again, ‘ Who can unify the world?’ 1 answered, ‘The king who doesn’t like killing
people. ' He asked once again, ‘ Who will stand together with him?’ 1 answered, ‘In
the world, nobody is unwilling to stand together with him. Have you ever seen grain
seedling? During fifth and sixth month, if it’s very dry and they will wither. Suddenly
clouds gathered and it rained cats and dogs timely. The grain seedling continued
growing. They act in accordance with natural law. Who can hinder them? Nowadays
kings in the world all love killing people. If there is a king who doesn’t love killing peo-
ple ,common people will desire to gather around him. If it is really like this, the com-

mon people submit to the authority of him like floating water. Who can hinder this?’”
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King Xuan of Qi State asked Mencius, “Can you tell me the deeds of Duke Huan
of Qi State and Duke Wen of Jin State?” Mencius answered, “Since Confucius’ disci-
ples didn’t record their deeds so they haven’t been passed down, I haven’t heard about
these things. If you wish me to say something about governing a country, I can talk a-
bout Kingly Way which employs benevolence and morality to govern one’s state. ” King
Xuan asked, “What on earth can I get the world settled?” Mencius said, “Nobody can
hinder you if you promise that common people lead a stable life so that the world is set-
tled. " King Xuan asked, “Can a person like me make people live stably?” Mencius
said, “Of course, you can. ”

King Xuan asked, “How could you know that I can?” Mencius responded, “I
ever heard from Hu He’s words that one day you noticed one man lead a bull passing
through the hall where you were sitting in your seat, you asked ‘ Where will you lead

the bull?” That man answered ‘It will be used to sacrifice the bell. > You said ‘ Let it
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