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Unit 1 Broadcasting

I love to think of nature as an unlimited broadcasting station, through which God
speaks to us every hour, if we will only tune in.

—George Washington Carver

r g

Objectives .

In this unit, you will

* learn the language of broéécasting;'

® get some advice on how to be”aghdlified broadcaster.

® improve your ability of listening, reading\and translating.

®  practice broadcasting news in English.

Section A Warm-up

1. Here are some pictures of famous broadcasters. What do you know about them?

Dan Rather Mike Breen Maria Bartiromo
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2. What qualities make a great broadcaster? Please discuss with your partner, using the words

and expressions in the box below when necessary.

1. Using tongue twister is an effective strategy to improve our pronunciation. Listen to
the following tongue twisters and try to read them as fast and accurately as possible.

1. I scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream!

A big black bug bit a big black dog on his big black nose!

. Betty Botter had some butter, “but”, she said, “this butter’s bitter.”

. Elizabeth’s birthday is on the third Thursday of this month.

. How many cookies could a good cook cook if a good cook could cook cookies?

. Listen to some excerpts from different TV or radio programs. Which genre of

programs do they belong to and why? The genres are listed below.

Topic Preview:

The term broadcasting, borrowed from the agricultural
method of sowing seeds in a field by casting them broadly
about, was coined around 1920. It is the distribution of audio
or video content or other messages to a dispersed audience via
any electronic mass communications medium. It is an activity

of “ one-to-many” communication—a single radio station

transmitting to multiple listeners.



Choose the Chinese equivalent for each word. Write the

corresponding letter on the line.

Radio has us, for the first time in history, to
broadcast some of the most important historical moments to

the world. Here are four of the most famous or historically

important broadcasts in history. The items in the list are not

numbered for importance as it is too ‘ to
recordings of this type.

Broadcast 1 The Hindenburg Disaster

The Hindenburg was a German airship built in 1935 in
order to carry passengers between Europe and the United
States. In 1937, it crashed in when landing at
Lakehurst Air Station.

You could note the tone of voice being used by the re-
porter in this recording—you can truly appreciate the horror

he felt the event—something that has

Unit 1 Broadcasting 003

enable/1'nerbl/v. 18 BE %, f# AL
] fE

subjective/sab'dzektiv/adj. E M
5]
rate/reit/v. HE 44

flame/fletm/ n. ‘K ¥
naval/'nervl/ adj. ¥ 7/

witness/ 'witnis/v. H 7 , WilE
virtually/'vortfuali/ adv. 5 55 |,
JLF
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vanish/'vaenif/ v.JH%
humanity/hjo'maenit/n. A2 (.
), Nl

adaptation/&dap'terf (2) n/n. i
(W)
bulletin/'bulotin/n. 37 I8 {4 1% , 75

He A
ERUN

Martian/'maz [an/adj. K B 1}
invasion/n'vers (o) n/n. A2,
R

episode/ 'ep1saud/ n. 18 il
launch/lomtf/v. %3l , TF g
declaration/ deklo'rerf (9)n/n. &
i, I3

propaganda/ ‘pmps'gaends/ n H
3

spark/spazk/ v. 512, A&
emergency/1'm3a:d3 (2) nsi/n. &
s, REHE M

council/'kavnsl/n. & 5143, 2518

fascist/'fa [1st/n. 12: FA 8 401
propagandist/ \propa'gendist/n.
HiEHE

distinctly/ dr'stipktli/ adv. B @ 31,
5

mocking/ 'mokin/ adj. iR ,
FrHY

frown/ fraun/ v. 4 J&
ridicule/ridikuil/v. & n. % *k

=
It

vanished from modern reporting. This is particularly evident
when he cries the famous phrase “Oh the humanity "

Broadcast 2 The War of the Worlds

Directed by Orson Welles, this broadcast was an
adaptation of H. G. Wells’ classic novel The War of the
Worlds (1898) , and was performed as a Halloween special
on October 30, 1938. The live, 60 minute broadcast, pre-
sented mostly as a series of news bulletins ;| frightened many
listeners into believing that an actual Martian invasion was in
progress. There was public outcry against the episode , but it
launched Welles to great fame.

Broadcast 3 Adolf Hitler—Declaration of War

Hitler came to power in Germany during the aftermath
of World War I and became very popular through his use of
propaganda appealing to the lower and middle classes. He
sparked World War II when he invaded Poland. In this
broadcast Adolf Hitler is declaring war on Poland (*we
shall meet bomb with bomb”)—the American reporter
translates as he goes. Most interestingly, the reporter is
interrupted twice to announce that the governments of France
and Great Britain were calling for cmergency councils.,

Broadcast 4 Lord Hawhaw—Off the Air

William Joyce (better known as Lord Hawhaw) was a
fascist politician who worked for the Nazis during the war as
a propagandist. His distinctly “posh” English accent is the
cause of him receiving his mocking nickname. Joyce
broadcast propaganda from radio stations in Berlin, Ham-
burg, and Luxembourg. Whilst it was not illegal to listen to
his broadcasts in England, it was frowned upon. Neverthe-
less, his recordings were very popular with the public as a
source of amusement. He became a hated and ridiculed fig-

ure. He escaped after the war but an English soldier over-
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heard him talking at a cafe and recognized his voice. He was
arrested and exccuted for treason. This is the last broadcast execute/'ekstkjuit/v. £b5t
made from Hawhaw’s radio station—it is made by a British | treason/'trizzn/n J & (58)
soldier and it announces that Lord Hawhaw has gone and

will not be back.

The text is adapted from “ Top 10 Historic Radio
Broadcasts” .

( http.//listverse. com/2007/07/19/top-10-historic-radio-
broadcasts/ )

1. Hindenburg Disaster ( 248~ 5454k ) . }é%i.%”(Hmdenburg)ﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁﬁ/\jjﬂﬁlﬁﬂ
I AR ek — %2 i, DAEE R
45 24 %5 4% ( Paul von Hindenburg, 1847—1934.) i) 24 °F
4. 19374 5 A 6 H 76575 74 M 3k 78 i 307 5 22
Az B oS ERR PR R KRR

2. Orson Welles( B.ifh - /R ) € H 2 T HA
WA o 1938 45 DR R8T 6 TR R PR A ) T 44 (ER KA EETR)

WK B R AR R R

3. H. G. Wells(#MH%F - Frif - BURHT) : (1866—1946) , B [FE 2 /NIA , JLLIRIL) /i
QIR 2 Tk, AREA (REPLER) (BB ) (BPRES) (TR L) 55,

4. Hamburg ( DUERUS ) - 18 F & K AOMHE, AL THEE L 5 A0 P g A R, h T 1189
i IC45HA 800 M, B A RN A R KW A B,

5. Luxembourg ( /5 #RER ) « /5 ARAER SRR — N E K, BB S RS, A TROMPEILH .,

Reading Comprehension

Task 1 Here are five statements. Identify the broadcast from which the information
contained is derived and write the corresponding number on the line. You may choose a
broadcast more than once.

Broadcast  A. William Joyce was ridiculed by the public for his “posh” English accent.
Broadcast  B. Orson Welles adapted and presented The War of the Worlds as a series of
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news bulletins.
Broadcast ~ C. The reporter was greatly shocked witnessing the tragedy of the airship.
Broadcast  D. The American reporter translated while Hitler was declaring war on Poland
in the broadcast.

Broadcast E. A soldier announced the end of William Joyce’s broadcast.

Task 2 Choose the best answer according to the text.
1. Which of the following statements is true according to the passage?
A. It’s inappropriate to rank the four broadcasts in the order of importance.
B. The broadcast of the Hindenburg Disaster is the most famous one in history.
C. The War of the Worlds is a live broadcast of Martian invasion.
D. It’s illegal to listen to William Joyce’s broadcasts in England.
2. The reporter didn’t mean , when he cried, “Oh the humanity!”
A. that it’s the extreme of what humans could see
B. that it’s one of the worst disasters for humans
C. that humanity was overrated
D. how terrible the scene was
3. Orson Welles got famous for the following reasons except -
A. his presenting the sci-fi as a series of news bulletins
B. his frightening many listeners into believing the Martian invasion
C. public anger against his trick
D. his novel The War of the Worlds
4. What was the public attitude toward William Joyce?

A. Disgusting. B. Disapproving.
C. Mocking. D. All of the above.
5. The last broadcast made from Hawhaw’s radio station was
A. made by William Joyce B. made by a British soldier
C. a propaganda D. a source of amusement

inguage

Task 1 Fill in each of the blanks with a word from the text. Then try to recite this paragraph.

William Joyce ( better known as Lord Hawhaw) was a fascist politician who worked for
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the Nazis during the war as a propagandist. His (1) “posh” English accent is the
cause of him receiving his (2) nickname. Joyce (3) propaganda from
radio stations in Berlin, Hamburg, and Luxembourg. Whilst it was not (4) to listen
to his broadcasts in England, it was (5) upon. Nevertheless, his recordings were
very popular with the public as a source of (6) . He became a hated and
(7) figure. He escaped after the war but an English soldier (8) him
talking at a cafe and recognized his voice. He was arrested and executed for (9)

This is the last broadcast made from Hawhaw’s radio station—it is made by a British soldier

and it (10) that Lord Hawhaw has gone and will not be back.

Task 2 Complete the following sentences with the words given below. Change the form

if necessary.

1. Body fat doesn’t overnight and you may not see small changes if you measure
every day.

2. A few years ago it was impossible to find superior quality coffee in local shops.

3. Behind the laughter lurks a growing sense of unease.

4. Do you think the film was faithful to the book?

5. The police have an investigation into the incident.

6. Performance across regions varies quite —East Asia and South Asia have
benefited the most, Africa by less.

7. Development in medical science and care may us to live fuller, longer lives.

8. We’re more able than ever to the tragedy of millions of our fellow humans on

television or online.

Task 3 Translate the following sentences into Chinese, paying special attention to the
words in bold type.
1. Radio has enabled us to broadcast some of the most important historical moments to the

world.
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2. There was public outcry against the episode, but it launched Welles to great fame.

3. You can truly appreciate the horror he felt witnessing the event—something that has

virtually vanished from modern reporting.

4. He sparked World War II when he invaded Poland.

5. Whilst it was not illegal to listen to his broadcasts in England, it was frowned upon.

Text 11

Advice from a Hall of Fame Broadcaster

Hall of Fame 7 A%, £ A
&

contemplate/'kontampleit /.
F%5 I8, R 8
journalism/'d33:nalizom  /n.
b5 3 LA
authority/2:'0ority/n. A&
reserve/r1'z3:v/v. 44 B
instruct/In'strakt/v. $8 5 #8715
unmistakable/ ;anmi'sterkobl/

adj. B 5.0 s N2 TR

After having just turned 20, I wrote a letter to Ernie
Harwell, the late Hall of Fame baseball broadcaster who spent
42 of his 55 years calling games for the Detroit Tigers. At the
time, I was contemplating a career in sports journalism.
Growing up as I did in a suburb of Detroit, there was no
higher authority on this topic than Ernie, so I asked him what
advice he’d give someone like me.

One Friday night, I returned home from a Tiger game to
find my entire family awake to greet me. With the sort of smile
ordinarily reserved for graduations and weddings, my mother
handed me a note that read “Ernie Harwell called. Wants you
to call him back tomorrow a.m. at 7.”

Sleep that evening came about as easily as it does for
many six year olds on Christmas Eve. I called him as in-
structed and was greeted by Ernie’s unmistakable voice. He

invited me to his house for coffee so we could talk. Of course,



I accepted his invitation.

Over the course of the next three hours, we talked about
his career arc, the lessons he learned, and the personalities he
met along the way, including some of the game’s legends,
guys like Ty Cobb and Babe Ruth. Though he had tailored his
advice for an aspiring broadcaster, much of it has value to
anyone who has to speak in front of an audience. Here is a list
of tips:

1. Be yourself: I realized how true this was later that
summer when, as an intern at WJR radio in Detroit, a radio
host told me that he had overcome an addiction problem earlier
in his career. At that time, he wasn’t confident that anyone
would want to hear him as he truly was, so he created a facade
for his on-air persona. Keeping up the act broke him, costing
him his job and his health. Not only is it easier to be who you
are; that’s the person your audience wants and expects.

2. Rehearse in front of a mirror. It will feel awkward at
first, but practice will reduce your dependence on notes, give
you confidence, and allow you to refine your speech even
more effectively.

3. Speak assertively, I've noticed many speakers sound
like they are asking questions, not making statements, as they
talk. When we finish a sentence on a higher note, the way
many of us do when we ask questions, it projects uncertainty.
Remember that when you take the stage, the audience expects
to hear from an expert. You lose that respect when you sound
like you’re not sure about what you’re saying.

4. Most people will forget what you said within 15
minutes: In other words, don’t press yourself. Unless you're
giving a State of the Union address, your words will be
forgotten sooner than you might think.

5. No matter what you say, there are a billion people in

Unit 1 Broadcasting 009

course/kors/ n. i
career arc JH\V #ik

tailor/'tetlo/v. Ay -+ il
aspiring /a'spatariy/adj. 43 1l
Ty, A&

intern/'mtan/n. 2> 4=
host/houst/n. ERFA
addiction/a'dikn/n. ( & i )
i

facade /fa'sa:d/n. T8 , 7h &
persona/pa'souna/n. th %%, {&
T, T H K

rehearse/r1'hats/v. %2 | Vi %
awkward/'otkwad/adj. 4 A
J A Py

refine/r1'famn/v. B #E
assertively/a'sattivli/adv. 5

Width, A 1t

address/a'dres/ n. i}, , 2R
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China who don’t care. Again, relax.

ambitious/@m'b1[as/ adj. £ 1 If you’re ambitious, you need to excel to advance your

G, A O ) career. I’ve found that following these tips have helped me

. Babe Ruth( Nl Lt - &47) . DI tb - 84, ZREPOVEEKZ 3

improve my skills. What has worked for you?

This text is based on “How a Hall of Fame Broadcaster
Taught Me to Be a Better Public Speaker” by Matt Collins on
May 11, 2014.

( https ://mattcollinsblog. com/2014/05/11/how-a-hall-of-

fame-broadcaster-taught-me-to-be-a-better-public-speaker/ )

. Ernie Harwell(JEJE - WA4E/R ) . REARE b FECh iUl 6, RS2 B0 A i 35 R ERL R BR K

WK 5 M ) 44

. Detroit Tigers ( Ji& #FH #& FE BN ) - 36 B Wl 1 Bk KX 8 ( Major League Baseball, fij Fx

MLB) w3 J& T35 [ B B B9 B BRAILZ — , 35067 T3 BOR N ) SIS A e i

. Ty Cobb( % - 4 ) . KEFERRIE T, FEER A NG, 1928 4RI IR, {2 9 Wik [H

HARR L SRR

\3n

1, bR [RZE E R BRE I
ALRATESH LUIE BAE 2 AW, A ERERZ A 20K

Reading Comprehension

Choose the best answer according to the text.

e

The author wrote a letter to Ernie Harwell for the following reasons except that
A. Ernie Harwell was an authority on sports journalism.

B. the author was considering a career as a broadcaster.

C. Ernie Harwell was a famous baseball broadcaster.

D. Ernie Harwell had been working as a baseball broadcaster for 55 years.

. What can be inferred from the passage?

A. The author fell asleep fast that night.
B. It’s not easy for the author to fall asleep fast that night.

C. His entire family awoke that night to greet him for his graduation.
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D. The author called Harwell as instructed on Christmas Eve.
3. Which of the following is NOT true about the radio host at WJR?
A. He was an intern there.
B. He once acted when he broadcasted for the audience.
C. He once had an addiction problem.
D. He finally recovered from the health problem.
4. If you are ambitious to be a broadcaster, you are advised to
A. practice more B. speak confidently
C. relax and be yourself D. all of the above
5. What does the author probably mean by saying “no matter what you say, there are a billion
people in China who don’t care” ?
A. Chinese people don’t care about what you say.
B. Most audience cannot understand what you say.
C. Most Chinese people do not listen to this program.

D. Most people do not care about what you say, so please relax.

Translate the following sentences into Chinese, paying special attention to the words in
bold type.

1. Growing up as I did in a suburb of Detroit, there was no higher authority on this topic

than Ernie.

2. I called the Harwell as instructed and was greeted by Ernie’s unmistakable voice.

3. Though he had tailored his advice for an aspiring broadcaster, much of it has value to

anyone who has to speak in front of an audience.

4. T realized how true this was later that summer when a radio host told me that he had



