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Profile of Professor Li Yunlong"

Li Yunlong, male, born inXinjian County, Jiangxi Province, a university
graduate, was admitted to the Peoples Public Security University of China in
1980 and studied laws there. He worked as a law teacher, judge, legal re-
searcher and lawyer. Currently he serves as a director and senior lawyer in
Jiangxi Yunlong Law Firm, vice — chairman in Nanchang Lawyers Associa-
tion, arbitrator in Nanchang Arbitration Commission, law professor and doc-
toral supervisor in Jiangxi Academy of Social Sciences as well as chairman in
Jiangxi Research Institute of Criminology.

Li Yunlong has been engaged in the study of criminal law for a long time
andhas been working with Shen Deyong, Executive Vice — President of the Su-
preme People’ s Court on issues concerning death penalty. In February 1992,
the book Comparative Study on Death Penalty System co — authored by Li
Yunlong and Shen Deyong was published by Chinese People’ s Public Security
University Press, which was praised by Legal Daily as “the first law book of
China that studies death penalty” on June 6, 1992. In January 1995, his book
On Death Penalty was published by Taiwan Asia Pacific Press. In March
2001, the book Economic Crime and the Application of Death Penalty co — au-
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thored by Li Yunlong was published by Seibundoh Publishing Co. , Ltd. The
book On Death Penalty was awarded the First Prize of The 10" Excellent Sci-
entific Achievements in Social Science of Jiangxi Province. The book Com-
parative Study on Death Penalty System was awarded the First Prize for Excel-
lent Works by Jiangxi Academy of Social Sciences of 1995. The book Com-
parative Study on Death Penalty System, published 20 years ago, presents an
idea that the application of death penalty shall be limited and the death penalty
for economic crimes shall be abolished and is the first book which studies the
abolishment of death penalty for economic crimes thoroughly. Li Yunlong pro-
posed in the paper named Comparative Study on Application of Death Penalty
to Theft published on Chinese Journal of Law, Issue 6 of 1996 that the death
penalty for theft shall be abolished. The Amendment VIII to the Criminal Law
of the People’ s Republic of China coming into force on May 1, 2011 abol-
ished the death penalty for 13 non — violent crimes, including the death penalty
for theft, which demonstrated the importance of proposing a new theory before
action. Lawyer Li Yunlong is the pioneer in studying the death penalty and
proposing to abolish the death penalty in China. Foreign media reported that Li
Yunlong blew the horn to the abolishment of death penalty in this country.

Li Yunlong published 6 books and 56 papers in total. Li Yunlong is
known as a scholar — type lawyer. He worked as a lawyer since 1985 and han-
dled a huge number of civil and criminal cases. He studied death penalty and
defended criminals sentenced to death. He defended 20 criminals sentenced to
death and 18 of them had the sentence commuted, some from death penalty to
acquittal and some already back to the communities. The sensational case in
which Tu Jingxin, the manager of Jiangxi New Land Development Co. ,
Ltd. , was suspected of embezzling public funds of RMB 25. 56 million and
was given death sentence with reprieve by the court of first instance for embez-
zling public funds and the crime of escape. Li Yunlong defended him and up-

on investigation and evidence collection, Li Yunlong found that the behavior



of the defendant Tu Jingxin shall not constitute crime of corruption and the de-
fendant did not embezzle public funds. The Supreme People’ s Court, upon
investigation, determined that the judgment of the court of first instance that
Tu Jingxin committed the crime of corruption lacked evidence and was improp-
er, and appointed Hainan High People’ s Court to acquit Tu Jingxin. There
were many similar cases in which Li Yunlong defended the defendants like Tu
Jingxin who were suspected of committing crime of corruption and embezzling
public funds as the owner of a “red — capped enterprise” ( a private — owned
enterprise registered in the name of or subordinate to an enterprise with the
ownership of whole people or under collective ownership ) , including the case
in which Xu Qingshan, the former deputy secretary general of Yiyang Munici-
pal Government of Hunan and manager of Yiyang Industrial Investment Corpo-
ration, was sentenced to eleven years’ imprisonment on suspicion of embez-
zling public funds of RMB 4 million. In a similar retrial case, Xie Weiyan,
the deputy secretary general of Shangqgiu Municipal People’ s Government of
Henan was sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment on suspicion of embezzling
public funds and was serving his sentence in Kaifeng Prison. The relatives of
the defendant Xie Weiyan came to Nanchang and entrusted Lawyer Li Yunlong
to defend the defendant in the retrial. Upon investigation and evidence collec-
tion, Lawyer Li Yunlong defended in court that the RMB 8 million used by
Xie Welyan was applied to investment and was not embezzled. Finally, the
Appellant Xie Welyan was acquiited, as his behavior shall not constitute em-
bezzlement of public funds. The wife of Xu Qingshan, the defendant in the a-
bove — mentioned case, came to Nanchang and entrusted Lawyer Li Yunlong
to defend the defendant in the second instance. The court of second instance,
after trial, judged that the defendant Xu Qingshan’ s use of the RMB 4 million
shall not constitute embezzlement of public funds and therefore repealed the
judgment of ten years’ imprisonment made by the court of first instance and

acquitted the defendant. The two cases were influential in Hunan and Henan.
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Lawyer L1 Yunlong also defended Zhejiang Jiaxing Jianye Real Estate Devel-
opment Co. , Ltd. in the retrial case concerning loan dispute and Shanghai Pu-
dong Development Bank in a retrial case; both the two cases were brought to
the Supreme People’ s Court and had a good result.

China Newsweek , a famous weekly magazine of China, published a spe-
cial report “Li Yunlong Defends the Criminals Sentenced to Death” on July
23, 2001, which had great influence both at home and abroad. Laws and
Life, a professional magazine, published a two — page report Li Yunlong:.
Bring the Criminals Sentenced to Death “ Back to Life” in September 2004 ,
which told the story of Professor Li Yunlong and praised Li Yunlong as a leg-
end in the legal practice sector. On May 29, 2002, the Die Zeit published a
three — page report which covered the story of Professor Li Yunlong studying
the death penalty and defending the criminals sentenced to death. On July 3,
2002, the Christian Science Monitor published a report named The Reform
Campaign of A Chinese Lawyer, which told the story of Lawyer Li Yunlong

and had a great influence both at home and abroad.
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