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Abstract

In 2018, it was a year in which the philanthropic rule of law in China was
marching toward standardization and systemization, and it was also a year in which the
charity industry encountered major challenges. China’s charity has achieved remarkable
results. It has not only maintained its fundamentals, namely, the total amount of
organizational development and the total amount of charitable donations have continued
to grow. It has also made significant progress in the fields of volunteer services,
community social organizations, industry construction, and philanthropic innovation.

The development of social organizations is one of the performances of the
fundamentals of China’s philanthropy. In 2017, China had 762000 social
organizations in total, including 6307 foundations, 355000 social groups, and
400000 social service organizations. In 2018, there are approximately 816000
social organizations nationwide ( representing a 7. 1% increase, however, the
increase rate has declined comparing to last year). Among them, there are 7027
foundations (representing a 11.4% increase), 366000 social groups ( representing
a 3.1% increase ), and 443000 social service organizations ( representing a
10. 8% increase). In addition, by the end of 2018, according to the Charity
Law, 5285 charitable organizations had been legally registered and certified.
Among them, 945 social groups, accounting for 17.9% , 246 social service
organizations, accounting for 4. 7% , 3818 foundations, accounting for 72.2% ,
276 Red Cross, accounting for 5. 2% ; among charitable organizations which were
legally registered and certified, 1451 had successfully obtained the qualification
certificate for fundraising from the public, accounting for 27.5% . And, 441
overseas non-governmental organizations’representative offices have been registered
and certified, and 1381 temporary activities were put on records.

The other performance of fundamentals of China’s philanthropy is the total
amount of charitable donations. In “ Blue Book of Philanthropy: Annual Report on
China’s Philanthropy Development” , we always calculate the total value of social
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charity by adding the total amount of social donations, imputed value of hours of
voluntary services contributed nationwide, and welfare lottery fund. In 2017,
the actual social donation is CNY 152. 6 billion, the imputed value of hours of
voluntary services is CNY 54. 8 billion, and the donation from welfare lottery
fund is CNY 114. 3 billion. Therefore, the total value of social charity is CNY
321.7 billion. In 2018, total social donations were anticipated to reach CNY
112. 8 billion; the imputed value of hours of voluntary services contributed
nationwide reached CNY 82.36 billion; donation from welfare lottery fund is
CNY 131. 36 billion. Thus, the estimated total value of social charity in 2018 is
CNY 326. 52 billion, which remained about flat compared with 2017.

In 2018, philanthropy highlights frequently appeared. The number of
volunteers and the imputed value of volunteers contributed remarkably increased.
Since the Regulation on Voluntary Services has been issued officially, the construction
of systematization was reinforced. The government has incorporated voluntary
service into the Owverall Plan for National Economic and Social Development,
which brought tremendous development opportunities for voluntary service. In
2018, total number of volunteers has reached 198000000, accounted for 14% of
the total population, which has increased 40030000 volunteers than that of 2017,
representing a 25% increase; the imputed value of volunteers contributed is CNY
82. 36 billion, representing a 50. 3% increase.

The cultivation of community social organizations became a key national policy
for the first time. The city of Chengdu issued six supporting documents for urban and
rural community development and governance in one time as well as formulated three-
year urban and rural community sustainable overall construction indicators, which is
favorable for local social organizations. By Nov. of 2018, the total number of
community social organizations has reached to 393000, of which 327000 organizations
are regulated by local community or neighborhood and 66000 organizations are
registered at local a'vil affairs departments.

Charity industry building has been making progress. Many new breakthroughs
have been made in various aspects, such as accountability and self-discipline,
providing resource providers with advisory consultants, education, capacity building,

and technical support, research and knowledge management, and communication
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and information diffusion. Especially, new methods and tools for the study of
China Social Organization Economy Scale (N-GDP) have emerged.

Philanthropic innovation continues to renew. On the one hand, Internet
philanthropy is stepping to a new phase of maturity and rationality; on the other
hand, Alibaba group has put poverty alleviation as a strategic business of the
group, and expected to invest CNY 10 billion in the next five years. Each unit of
the Alibaba economy is mobilized to design and explore from the five major
directions of e-commerce, ecology, education, women, and health, helping
poverty-stricken areas to overcome poverty.

The internationalization of social organizations’ strategy has been strategically
strengthened. It has not only promoted joint actions to integrate resources,
improved efficiency and influence, but also broke through nationwide
cooperation, began to focus on regional cooperation, and moved toward the
construction of “boosting the regional shared community” .

Philanthropic ethics construction has been brought to spotlight. Since the
“Frost Flower Boy” and “ Cancer Girl Wang Fengya” Events occurred, the
charity industry took a deep consideration of the survival and predicament of
vulnerable children and the professional and ethical boundaries of charitable
intervention. Because of the sexual scandals of famous philanthropic practitioners,
the whole industry introspected on slow development of charitable ethics and
shifted value, bullying culture and male-dominated consciousness. The credibility
crisis of the charity industry was transformed into an opportunity to collectively
review, reflect, educate, and construct, which urged positive actions of joint
construction of the industry’s gender-friendly mechanism.

The year of 2018 is the 40" year of China Reform and Opening-up as well as
the 10” anniversary of Wenchuan earthquake relief, the charity launched various
forms of commemorative activities. In addition, it systematically reflects on gains
and losses in the exploration of modern Chinese charity. The rise of non-
governmental social forces signifies a tremendous reform of Chinese society. It
embodies the practical experience of that civil appeal and government reform need
to compromise, instead of deviating from any party. This is also the basic criterion

for future charitable growth in China.
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