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Warm Up

Yx Introduction

Globalization is the process of international integration arisihgAfom the interchange of
world views, products, ideas, and other aspects of culture. Glebalizdtion describes the
interplay across cultures of macro-social forces. These forces includereligion, politics, and
economics. Advances in transportation and telecommunications infrastructure , scluding the
rise of the Internet, are major factors in globalization, generating further interdéperdence of
economic and cultural activities. :

Globalizing processes affect and are affected by business and work organizatiefis;
economics, socio-cultural resources, and the natural environment. Since the beginning of te

20th century, the pace of globalization has proceeded at a rapid rate.

¥X Questions for Discussion

1. Is globalization near or far from us? Why?
2. Is it possible for a country to separate itself from globalization? Why?
3. What is your attitude towards the process of globalization?

f ]
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Let's Speak

: Professor Zhang, China has participated in economic

: Well, entering the WTO is a mark of Chinese economy

MESHEHHRIE4

W

Y% Dialogue 1

China and Globalization

globalization to a much larger extent in recent years@,
especially after entering the World Trade Organization
in 2001.

starting to integrate into the world economy all-roundly. It

has produced profound effect to Chinese economy. The

remarkable increase of the degree of dependence on
foreign trade® indicates that the linkage between the internal economy and the external

economy is getting closer and closer, and the degree of integration with the world

economy increases sharply.

: Some people say that the rapid economic growth is largely due to our government’s active

engagement in the process of globalization. ¥ What measures has the government taken to

encourage globalization?

: Our government adopts many measures to encourage enterprises to participate in

international competitions. Firstly, it enhances free trade policy. Secondly, it utilizes
overseas capital, resources and technology actively. Thirdly, it implements the “Go

Global” strategy, participating in international competitions and targeting at international

market. ¥

: I heard Chinese products are very competitive in the international market for both the low

price and good quality.

: Yes. And the large purchase abroad of Chinese products has benefited many products around

the world. However, on the other hand, foreign enterprises came to China with capital ,

talents, management and experiences, offering youth favorable job opportunities.

: That’s right. The competition from foreign enterprises will inevitably bring great impact

on national industry. Is that a bad thing?

: That depends. If you consider it from a different angle, it could also mean more

opportunities for our national industry. Because if they find a niche in which there is a

strong market demand, their prospects may be very bright.

: | agree with you on that. I guess that means globalization is both an opportunity and

challenge to China. Thank you for answering my question, Professor Zhang.

. You're welcome.
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. Why is economic globalization an irreversible trend?

: Economic globalization is the spontaneous result of the

: Can developing countries benefit from it?

: Yes, they can.

Globalization: An Irreversible Trend®

development of productivity.

: Can you list some benefits that economic globalization can bring to the developing

countries?

. First, it provides a historical opportunity for economic structural adjustment and upgrade

to developing countries. The industrial adjusiment and upgrade in developed countries
can help developing countries introduce advanced technology and equipments, thus
promoting industrialization and modernization of their domestic enterprises and narrowing

the existing gap with technically sophisticated countries. &
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A : What are other benefits that developing countries can get from the economic globalization
process?
B . The economic globalization also benefits the introduction of foreign funds into developing

countries, making up for their domestic funds shortage.

b g

: What role can foreign capital play?

B: The massive inflow of foreign capital plays a eritical rule in strengthening the
construction of infrastructure and basic industries of developing countries. It can also
promote an upgrade of their products and improve their competitiveness in the
international market.

A: In order to participate in the economic globalization process, what should developing
countries do?

B : First, developing countries should take active measures to embrace economic globalization

for their economic boom. Second, for the healthy development of their economy,

developing countries should unite closely and join hands to gain a deserved seat in the

Western-controlled economic globalization process. Lastly, developing countries should

integrate and open their markets wider with similar economic systems to resist

. . . ®
repercussions created by globalization. ®
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¥X Notes to Dialogues

(D ...China has participated in economic globalization to a much larger extent in recent years

economic 57 ; economy Z2%F ; economics 232 ; economical i 6 Y
) the degree of dependence on foreign trade Xf#p ¥ 5 K1EE

@) Some people say that the rapid economic growth is largely due to our government’s active
engagement in the process of globalization. H AN\ AZFHREHE KERKER L2
H TR EBUR RS 5 2R #E .,
be due to T, BBHETF

@) ...It implements the “Go Global” strategy, participating in international competitions and
targeting at international market. ««:--- SEHECEH R g, S 5 ERE S ERPR T,
it implements the “Go Global” strategy f& 3 /4], participating 5| F /) 5 B & 15 B UL
BH the “Go Global” strategy, iXH Go Global BREH Z1H, HFHKE.

(3 Because if they find a niche in which there is a strong market demand, their prospects
may be very bright. fNRMATIREI— N FRETHFROFEHL, BAHAREER
TG
niche JRER" B&" , X BT HAHILHIEE

® Globalization: An Irreversible Trend 2 ER{k ; /A~ A] 33 5% ) #a 2
irreversible AR 2 reverse, B EE“FIFE" .

(@ The industrial adjustment and upgrade in developed countries can help developing
countries introduce advanced technology and equipments, thus promoting
industrialization and modernization of their domestic enterprises and narrowing the
existing gap with technically sophisticated countries. % ik B2 7=\l 18 5 5 k34 Bl
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*x  Useful Expressions

© The world is shrinking. % [F #8547 #5/)N

© Globalization binds us all together. 2ERILIEIRATEAE —E .

© We should beef up South-South cooperation and promote North-South dialogue. FR A1/
iR AR, (R HE R LR .

© The international rules are based on national strength. [E [Fx #0002 DL E 92 55 f) ok Bk
Bl EY o

Read It

¥X Text A

Seeds of Globalization"”

The term * globalization™ refers to the increasing
interconnectedness of nations and peoples around the
world through trade, investment, travel, popular culture
and other forms of interaction. Many historians have
identified globalization as a 20th-century phenomenon

connected to the rise of the Western-dominated

international economy. @ However, extensive
interaction between widespread peoples, as well as travel over vast distances across regions
of the world, has existed for many centuries. By 1000 A. D. , the seeds of globalization had
already taken root in the Eastern Hemisphere, particularly in the lands bordering the Indian
Ocean and the South China Sea. These were the most dynamic regions in the world at that
time, and their interactions were extensive. *

To understand how globalization first took root between 1000 and 1500, one must focus
on contact between distant people in Asia, especially contact carried on through long-
distance trade. ¥ Interregional trade has been a major force throughout world history because
it fosters other forms of exchange, including the spread of religions, cultures, and
technologies. @ For many centuries, the most outstanding example of overland interaction was
the Silk Road, a trade route through Central Asia. ® Maritime trade flourished as well; the
Indian Ocean became the heart of the most extensive seagoing trade network in the pre-
modern world. Islamic merchants dominated this network, spreading their religion far and
wide. Islamic expansion established a huge cultural region that stretched across the entire
Eastern Hemisphere. @ Trading ports such as Melaka in Malaya became vibrant, globalized

centers of international commerce and culture. Chinese ships would later follow this trading

6



Unit 1  Globalization
&

network in undertaking the greatest oceanic exploration in world history to that point. This
exploration confirmed the crucial role played by this Afro-Eurasian maritime commerce and
the dynamism of some Asian civilizations. ® The exchanges across Asia at this time,
including the spread of Islam, were significant enough that we can speak of a globalized
economy and culture.

One characteristic of globalization in the modern age is expanding commerce between
countries around the world. The roots of this phenomenon reach far back in history. Long-
distance trade routes grew out of the transportation systems that developed out of the need to
move resources by land and sea. ® In turn, trade and expansion led to increased contact
between different civilizations and societies. This contact enabled Indian influence,
including that of Buddhism, to spread over the land and sea trading routes into Central Asia,
China, Japan, and Southeast Asia between 200 B. C. and 1500 A.D. ™

From around 200 B. C. to around 1000 A. D. , the most significant example of interaction
and long-distance trade was the Silk Road, which stretched across Central and Southwest
Asia, linking China to India, Western Asia, and the Mediterranean. Along the Silk Road,
goods, people, and ideas traveled thousands of miles between China, India, and Europe.
Silk, porcelain, and bamboo from China were carried west across the deserts, mountains,
and grasslands to Baghdad and the eastern Mediterranean ports, and then shipped by sea to
Rome.

The maritime system established on the Indian Ocean grew more important between
1000 and 1500, eventually surpassing overland trade. The Oceanic routes between Southeast
Asia and the Middle East greatly expanded. Traders from Arabia, Persia, and India visited
the East African coast, and many Asians and Africans enjoyed a long period of lucrative and
relatively free seagoing trade. ©

Between 1250 and 1350, the Mongols established and controlled the largest land empire
in world history. This empire stretched from Korea to Vienna, placing a huge bloc of the
world’s population under Mongol control. The Mongols brutally conquered Siberia, Korea,
Russia, much of Eastern Europe, Afghanistan, Persia, Turkey, and parts of Arab
civilization in the Middle East. Western Europe was too remote and underdeveloped to give

reason for conquest and thus did not suffer the ravages experienced by other peoples.



refer to

interconnectedness / mtaka'nektidnas/ n.

identify /ar'dentifai/ v.
dominate /'dominert/ v.
extensive /1k'stensiv/ a.
vast /va:st/ a.

take root

focus on

hemisphere /'hemisfia/ n.
dynamiec /darnzmik/ a.
foster /'fpsta/ v.
overland /ouvalend/ a.
maritime /'meritaim/ a.
flourish /flarif/ v.
Islamic /1zlemik/ a.
Melaka /ma'leka/ n.
Malaya /ma'lera/ n.
vibrant /wvarbrant/ a.

Afro-Eurasian a.

dynamism /'damamizom/ n.

transportation / transpo:'teifon/ n.

lead to
Buddhism /'bydizam/ n.
stretch /stretf/ v.

Mediterranean / medita'remnjan/ n.

porcelain /ipaisalin/ n.

Baghdad /beqdaed/ n.

eventually/rvent fuali/ adw.

surpass /sa'pais/ v.
Persia /ipa:fa/ n.
luerative /'lukrativ/ a.
Mongol /'moygal/ n.
bloe /blpk/ n.

Afghanistan /zfigenisten/ n.

ravage /‘revidz/ n.
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