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ABSTRACT

Ever since the 1990s, research on recasts has attracted increasing
attention of SLA researchers. Yet the studies on the effects of recasts and
in what way recasts facilitate L2 learning in interactions have yielded
mixed results. Compared to the abundant research in French immersion
and ESL context, the number of studies conducted in the Chinese EFL
context, especially the studies targeting English question forms by learners
at different proficiency levels, has remained small. Therefore, based on
interaction theories of SLA, this study aims to investigate the effects
of recasts on oral production of Chinese EFL learners at three levels by
adopting a pretest, posttest, and delayed posttest design and targeting
English question forms.

This book consists of 9 chapters.

Chapter 1 presents an introduction to the background of the study, the
statement of the problem, the purpose and method of the study as well as
the significance of the study.

Chapter 2 gives a comprehensive review of previous studies on
recasts in terms of studies on recasts in different settings, learners’
immediate and delayed responses to recasts, factors influencing the effects
of recasts and the studies on recasts targeting English question forms. It
puts forward the necessity of this study after presenting the limitations and
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research gaps of previous studies.

Chapter 3 describes the methodology adopted by the study in five
parts, including selection and grouping of the participants, sources of
data, information of the pilot study, data collection and data analysis
procedure of the main study. The participants were assigned to lower-
level, intermediate-level and higher-level group respectively based on
developmental stages of English question forms. Major sources of data
were interactional tasks during the treatment sessions, pretests, immediate
and delayed posttests, supplemented by semi-structured interviews.

Chapter 4 through Chapter 7 present the results and findings within
each group and across the three groups. Chapters 4, 5 and 6 report the
findings within one group in four aspects, namely, provision of recasts for
each group in the interactions, learners’ perceptions of the use of recasts,
their immediate and delayed responses to recasts, and learners’ production
and stage upgrade of question forms in three tests. Chapter 7 describes
the patterns and discrepancies across the lower-level, intermediate-level
and higher-level group in the above aspects. The results revealed that
students in general held positive perceptions of the recasts they received.
The role of primed production, learners’ delayed responses to recasts, in
L2 development was found to be greater than that of uptake, immediate
responses to recasts. Recasts benefited learners at different levels by
improving quantity and accuracy of their question production especially
on delayed posttests, upgrading their developmental stages, and facilitating
subsequent development of oral production.

Chapter 8 discusses the findings of the study by comparing the results
of previous studies and referring to relevant SLA theories. (1) This study
proposes that recasts can benefit learners at different levels by facilitating
their “sequenced” acquisition of English question forms in a “step-by-
step upgrading” pattern. (2) The facilitative role of primed production in
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the development of oral production, together with the data collected on
delayed posttests, lends support to the claim that the effects of recasts
on L2 development may sustain over time. (3) Furthermore, primed
production opens a window to learners’ processing of recasts with repeated
trials and errors in dyadic interactions, and provides evidence of learners’
use of the input-providing recasts. This suggests the need of research
focusing on the process of learning as well as on the outcomes of learning.

Chapter 9 is the conclusion of this book. It summarizes major findings
of the study and concludes that recasts in dyadic interactions can facilitate
oral production of Chinese EFL college students at different proficiency
levels. The findings shed light on tertiary language teaching in the Chinese
EFL context. Limitations of the study and suggestions for further research
are presented in the end.
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